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Beautiful
Location
On the shores of the Ray Roberts Lake State Park, 
surrounded by prestigious equestrian estates, Pilot 
Point is designated as a Texas Scenic City.

Historic
Charm
The oldest community in Denton County, the city of 
Pilot Point is a Texas Main Street city. There are several 
buildings and landmarks on the National Register of 
Historic Places.

Ready
for Growth
We work closely with local leaders, major employers, 
educational institutions and state agencies to prepare 
for the growth of the area.

 5,047 $60,500 $2.231   39
 Residents Median Income Tax Rate    Median Age

CITYOFPILOTPOINT.ORG



4 Ray Roberts Lake Visitors Guide Friday, June 28, 2019

Ace is the place to gear up 
for  the Great Outdoors!

Fishing Equipment | Tents| Coolers |  Lanterns 
Camp Stoves | Cooking Fuel | Much More!

316 S. Hwy 377 Pilot Point TX 76258 M-F 7-7 Sat. 8-5 940-686-5311

Chris and Katie Cargile, of Sanger, took their sons Jace and Ryder exploring on a trail at the Isle du Bois Unit. High water levels have closed some 
areas around Ray Roberts Lake, but the major state park units remain open and are still offering a wide range of activities,  including hiking.  

Photos by Andres David Lopez
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Expect smaller crowds this summer
By Andres David Lopez
Staff Writer
 Ray Roberts Lake State Park at-
tracted almost 800,000 visitors last 
year, and more than a quarter of them 
unpacked at the park’s Isle du Bois 
Unit. 
	 But	with	flooding	and	planned	re-
pairs	 keeping	 swimming	 and	 picnic	
areas	closed	through	fall,	visitor	num-
bers in 2019 aren’t expected to reach 
the 2018 totals. 
 A $1.3 million infrastructure and 
flooding	 repair	 project	 that	 includes	
the	 installation	 of	 a	 new	 playground	
and sidewalk will keep the Isle Du 
Bois	Unit	day-use	area	closed	through	
October,	park	manager	Mark	Stewart	
said.
	 “We’re	looking	forward	to	the	new	
facilities,” Stewart said. “We do ex-
pect to see a drastic decrease in atten-
dance. And we expect to see a drastic 
decrease in revenue. The day use area 
is where we make quite a bit of our 
revenue.”
	 For	fiscal	year	2018	which	ended	in	
September, the Isle du Bois Unit ac-
counted for more than $1.6 million of 
the Ray Roberts Lake State Park rev-
enue total of more than $2.5 million.
	 Park	officials	announced	the	long-
term closure of the unit day-use area 
in	 May	 after	 rain	 swelled	 lake	 lev-
els by about 5 feet and forced its tem-
porary closure. The park’s Johnson 
Branch Unit only recently reopened 
its	 swimming	 and	 picnic	 areas	 after	
flooding	receded	earlier	this	month.
 As of June 25, areas still closed be-
cause	 of	 flooding	 included	 the	 Haw-
thorn	camping	loop	at	the	Isle	du	Bois	
Unit, some Johnson Branch camp-
sites and the boat ramp, Buck Creek 
Park, Pecan boat ramp, Pond Creek 
boat ramp, and the equestrian trail 
between Bluestern Grove and Jordan 
Park.	No	swimming	is	allowed	at	the	
Johnson Branch because of hazard-
ous conditions. The lake was at 635.29 
feet,	according	to	the	U.S.	Army	Corps	
of	Engineers.	 Its	 normal	 elevation	 is	
632.5 feet.
	 Flooding	 dating	 back	 to	 2015	has	
also kept the Greenbelt Trail and 
Highway	 380	 Park	 closed,	 but	 after	
repairs are completed at the Isle du 
Bois	Unit,	construction	will	begin	on	
repairs	meant	to	get	them	back	open,	
Stewart said. 
 As the park prepares for these ma-
jor	capital	repair	projects,	most	of	its	
trails, boat ramps and campsites will 
remain open. 

 
 

Ray Robert Lake State Park has a 
major	 impact	 on	 the	 local	 economy.	
Though	 its	 budget	 expenditures	 ex-
ceeded its revenues by more than 
$700,000	for	fiscal	year	2018,	the	park	
drove more than $12 million in sales 
activity	and	it	generated	154	jobs	and	
almost	$4	million	in	labor	income	for	
the residents of Denton and Cooke 
counties,	 according	 to	 a	 report	 re-
leased in February by the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Foundation.
	 The	 park’s	 direct	 operating	 loss	
equates to a cost to the state of about 
$4,700	per	job.	Each	dollar	invested	by	
the	state	to	offset	the	park’s	operating	
loss	generated	more	than	$5	in	income	
for	local	residents,	according	to	a	Post-
Signal analysis of the report.
 Directed by John Crompton of Tex-
as	 A&M	 University,	 the	 report	 esti-
mates	that	the	88	state	parks	generat-
ed more than $891 million in sales ac-
tivity and supported more than 6,000 
jobs.	The	study	updates	a	similar	re-
port published in November. The up-
date incorporated visitation, park 
budgets	 and	 revenues	 for	 fiscal	 year	
2018, but economic impact was esti-
mated	 using	 visitor	 surveys	 collect-

ed	in	2014	meant	to	generate	the	av-
erage	dollar	amount	spent	by	nonlocal	
visitors to state parks in the counties 
where they are located.
	 More	 than	 2,900	 visitors	 to	 Ray	
Roberts Lake State Park were sur-
veyed,	 each	 reporting	 spending	 on	
groceries,	 lodging	 and	 other	 expens-
es within Denton and Cooke counties. 
According	 to	 the	 data,	 nonlocal	 day	
visitors	to	the	park	spend	an	average	
of	about	$19	per	day	during	their	stay	
in Denton and Cooke counties. Over-
night	 visitors	 spend	 an	 average	 of	
about	$12	per	day	during	their	stay.
 The number of nonlocal visitors de-

termines	economic	activity	generated	
by state parks, so it follows that lower 
visitation	numbers	for	fiscal	year	2019	
caused	by	repair	projects	will	lead	to	
lower economic activity. But the report 
also states that investment in parks 
can increase their economic impact. 
	 According	 to	 the	 report,	 substan-
tial investments in several state parks 
have had a dramatic impact on visita-
tion. 
	 “The	 higher	 the	 quality	 and	 the	
more attractions within the park, the 
greater	 the	number	 of	 visits	and	 the	
longer	people	stay,”	the	report	states.

Campsites and fishing areas are 
open for the summer at Ray Rob-
erts Lake State Park. 
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By Baylee Friday
Staff Writer 
	 Traveling	 through	 miles	 of	 emp-
ty	pastures	and	winding	tree-covered	
roadways	 to	 Johnson	 Branch	 might	
make it feel a world away, but in real-
ity, the unit of the Ray Roberts Lake 
State Park is only miles away from the 
interstate. 
 Despite its close proximity, John-
son Branch still has the tendency to 
feel secluded – a secret nearby oasis 
wrapped	 in	 dense	 foliage	 and	 teem-
ing	 with	 wildlife.	 Venturing	 inside	
the	gate,	park	visitors	will	find	vivid	
greenery	flushed	with	wildflowers	and	
picturesque campsites tucked into the 
banks of Ray Roberts. 
	 They	might	also	find	signs	reading	
“Danger,”	“High	Water”	and	“Do	Not	
Enter.” Those are temporary, Unit Su-
perintendent	Greg	Waller	said.
	 “We	never	want	to	close	anything,”	
he said. “We’re in the business of keep-

ing	facilities	open	and	
providing	activities	to	
the public, and it’s our 
last resort to have to 
close	something	due	to	
the effects of nature.”
	 	 	 	This	spring,	flood-
ing	has	been	problem-
atic	throughout	North	
Texas, and state 
parks have not been 

immune to its impact.
	 At	 the	 end	 of	 May,	 about	 half	 of	
the recreational areas in Johnson 
Branch’s day-use area were underwa-
ter.	Submerged	benches,	beaches,	and	
bike and pedestrian trails peppered 
the	lakeside,	presenting	numerous	in-
herent hazards. 
	 After	 having	 little	 luck	 with	 cau-
tionary	signs	warning	people	 to	 stay	
out	of	flooded	 facilities,	park	officials	
finally	 decided	 to	 officially	 close	 off	
swimming	until	the	water	recedes.	

 The closure took a small toll on 
park	 attendance	 during	 Memorial	
Day,	Waller	 said.	Many	 people	 came	
into the park and immediately left 
when they discovered that they would 
not be permitted to swim. Still, visitor 
safety is his top priority, he said. And 
he	has	hope	 that	 that	 the	swimming	
areas will be open by the time another 
big	holiday	hits	the	lake:	July	Fourth.	
 After the water clears, the staff 
will need about two weeks to clean the 
day-use	area	and	get	the	park	ready.
	 “When	 the	 flood	waters	 recede,	 it	
leaves debris and slimy tables and all 
that stuff,” Waller said. “We try the 
best	we	can	to	get	our	facilities	back	to	
the standard that we expect, and that 
our	visitors	expect,	definitely.”
 In the meantime, Waller said, 
there are many activities offered for 
free	in	the	park,	as	well	as	new	proj-
ects to be excited about. 
	 “The	 important	 thing	 is	 that	 the	

park is still available,” Waller said. 
“And	 that’s	 regardless	 of	 the	 swim-
ming.	 We	 have	 some	 really	 positive	
things	 happening	 here	 at	 Johnson	
Branch.”
	 The	park	had	an	active	wildflower	
season	in	the	spring,	and	guests	came	
to	walk	the	wildflower	trails	and	ad-
mire the diverse bird and pollinator 
populations in the area. Baby fawns 
were	 also	 out	 enjoying	 the	 warm	
spring	 sunshine	 and	 could	 often	 be	
seen	 lounging	 in	 the	 meadows	 with	
their mothers. In the future, park of-
ficials	hope	to	make	Johnson	Branch	a	
spring	wildflower	destination,	Waller	
said.
	 Another	 big	 thing	 to	 be	 excit-
ed about, he added, is the anticipat-
ed completion of the park’s new indoor 
nature center.
	 “It’s	 very	 close	 to	 being	 finished,”	
Waller said. “I’d say about 90 percent 
completed. Our Austin creative servic-

‘The important thing is that the park is still available’

High water, high hopes at Johnson
Heavy rains during the spring resulted in flooding throughout the Johnson Branch Unit of the Ray Roberts Lake State Park. The closures began 
around Memorial Day and continued in June because of continued heavy rainfall.

Waller
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 Come shop our locally sourced Farm Fresh Market for all your favor-
ites!

Grab your favorite co� ee from our espres-
so bar and a bite to eat in The Happy Cow-
boy Kitchen. Dine in or carry out. Incredible 
breakfast and lunch served 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Fri-
day-Sunday. 

Support LOCAL farmers/ranchers/produc-
ers. Grass-fed beef, pastured chicken and 

pork. Seasonal pro-
duce, honey, eggs, 
jams, jellies, sauc-
es, desserts, baked 
goods, fresh bread 
and butter.

Fun for the whole family! Farm tours, garden tours, educational 
interactions. Feed/pet the animals large and small on this working 
farm.

We’re the perfect stop for all your camping food 
needs. Hamburger patties, sausage links, breakfast 
foods, treats for the whole family. Ready to heat- 
and-eat meals and dutch oven food prep available.

at its Freshest!

 1900 N. Saint James Road, Pilot Point, TX 76258
 214-693-6207 | 214-693-6315

Facebook: singletonfarmstexas | website: singletonfarms.com

Market Hours
Wed./Thurs. 2-6 p.m

Fri. 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Sat./Sun. 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Breakfast & Lunch 
Fri., Sat. & Sun.
9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Espresso Bar open
during market hours

es	department	is	working	on	the	edu-
cational	exhibits	 right	now,	and	 they	
should	 be	 in	 the	 building	 by	August	
of	next	year.	We’re	hoping	by	late	Sep-
tember	the	building	will	be	available	
for indoor informational classes.”
 Even without completed exhibits, 
having	access	to	an	indoor	classroom	
is	a	big	deal	 in	a	Texas	park,	Waller	
said.
	 “In	105-degree	heat,	it’s	hard	to	get	
people excited to come out and learn 
about nature,” he said. “It’s hard to 
get	people	excited	to	wake	up	at	7	in	
the	morning.	So,	this	is	already	going	
to be an awesome place. Then, next 
year,	we’re	going	to	have	multiple	ex-
hibits	covering	both	the	historical	and	
natural	 significance	 of	 the	 area.	 It’ll	
really be an awesome place for peo-
ple	to	come,	school	groups	and	visitors	
alike.”
 Johnson Branch will use the area 
to teach some of its free, nature-cen-
tered	 programs.	 The	 programs	 are	
typically open to all visitors and pro-
vide hands-on lessons about wildlife 
and the outdoors. 
	 “We	 really	 believe	 in	 giving	 kids	
the	 opportunity	 to	 experience	 things	
they	 just	 don’t	 get	 to	 experience	 in	
town or in cities,” Waller said. “For 
example, we have a new archery pro-
gram	that	we’re	offering	once	a	month.	
Archery	 is	 one	 of	 those	 things	 that’s	
very	hard	for	kids	to	get	experience	in,	
especially in the city. There are ordi-
nances	 against	 shooting	 projectiles	

without	 a	 sufficient	 backstop,	 things	
like that.”
 Waller said the park tries its best 
to offer outdoor experiences for every-
one,	 including	 people	 who	 don’t	 feel	
very comfortable in the outdoors. And 
for people who don’t own their own 
outdoor supplies, Johnson Branch also 
has	a	solution:	Free	rentals.
 The park offers a bike rental pro-
gram	where	groups	can	rent	bikes	and	
helmets for free. Renters have total 
access	 to	 every	bike	 trail	 and	biking	
area within the park. The same rent-
al	 policy	 applies	 to	 fisherman.	 Peo-
ple	interested	in	fishing	can	rent	free	
rods, reel and tackle at headquarters 
–	everything	they	need	to	experience	a	
fun-filled	day	catching	fish	out	on	the	
lake.  
 Another one of Waller’s favorite 
programs?	Camping	classes.
	 Group	and	families	looking	to	gain	
camping	experience	can	apply	to	take	
classes with Texas Outdoor Fam-
ily.	For	a	nominal	fee,	groups	will	be	
provided	with	gear	and	taught	every-
thing	from	cooking	over	a	campfire	to	
setting	up	a	tent	and	kayaking.
	 “All	people	need	 to	bring	 is	 them-
selves,” Waller said. “And the initia-
tive and excitement to be in the out-
doors.	The	big	picture	is	this:	We	want	
families to come out. We’ve tried real-
ly hard to break down the barriers so 
that people can learn these activities 
that we love and cherish so much.” 

Johnson Branch Unit ready
to greet summer visitors

Greg Waller, superintendent of the Johnson Branch Unit of Ray Rob-
erts Lake State Park, looks out the window of the new nature center, 
which is nearly complete.                                                                                Baylee Friday
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The Chandler family has been 
designing and manufacturing 
custom cabinetry for more 
than 40 years, and our growth 
and success is not marked by 
an assembly line. Chandler 
Cabinets sets the standard and 
continues to lead the DFW 
metroplex, with the highest 
quality of custom cabinetry. 
Family owned and operated 
since 1976, we personally 
guarantee the superiority of our 
cabinetry. 

901 East McDonald Drive, Pilot Point TX 76258 • (940) 686-5770 • info@chandlercabinets.net
chandlercabinets.net

The Chandler family has been designing and 
manufacturing custom cabinetry for more than 
40 years, and our growth and success is not 
marked by an assembly line. Chandler Cabinets 
sets the standard and continues to lead the 
DFW Metroplex with the highest quality of 
custom cabinetry. Family owned and operated 
since 1976, we personally guarantee the 
superiority of our cabinetry. 

901 E. McDonald Drive, Pilot Point, TX 76258 • (940) 686-5770 • info@chandlercabinets.net
chandlercabinets.net

The zebra mussel infestation at Ray Roberts Lake was so bad that flooding in 2015 left park facilities covered with the pests when the level re-
turned to normal in 2016. Texas Parks and Wildlife now reports that the lake is largely free of zebra mussels.                            File photo/The Post-Signal
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By Andres David Lopez
Staff Writer
	 A	few	years	ago,	you	could	lower	a	
brick	by	a	string	in	Ray	Roberts	Lake	
and it would be covered in zebra mus-
sels when the brick was pulled out of 
the water.
  Nowadays, the invasive species 
seems to have disappeared from the 
lake. But that is not the case.
	 As	of	this	summer,	officials	at	Ray	
Roberts Lake State Park have not 
seen	 recent	 major	 adverse	 impacts	
from the presence of zebra mussels 
in	the	lake,	but	state	officials	and	re-
searchers	remain	vigilant	in	monitor-
ing	and	studying	the	invasive	species.	
	 Robert	 McMahon,	 who	 has	 been	
studying	 the	 zebra	 mussel,	 a	 small	
shellfish	 native	 to	 lakes	 in	 Russia	
and	Ukraine,	since	it	first	arrived	in	
the U.S. and the Great Lakes in the 
1980s, described a “boom and bust” 
population cycle. 
	 Because	of	 the	ecological	and	eco-
nomic impacts the species can have 
on areas it infests, it is usually consid-
ered in the top 10 of the most problem-
atic invasive species in the country.
 “You’re never rid of them in the 
sense	that	they	are	gone	for	good,”	Mc-
Mahon	said.	 “I	don’t	know	of	any	 in-
stance,	really,	where	they	 just	disap-
peared completely.”
 A retired University of Texas at Ar-
lington	 professor,	 McMahon	 worked	
closely	with	and	received	funding	for	
his research from the Texas Parks 
and	Wildlife	Department.	He	 is	 cur-
rently	 advising	 a	 graduate	 student	
who	is	studying	zebra	mussel	popula-
tion dynamics. 
	 Through	his	work	with	the	TPWD,	
McMahon	 monitored	 Ray	 Roberts	
Lake,	where	in	the	spring	of	2012,	his	
team	 found	 a	 single	 planktonic	 lar-
va of a zebra mussel. In the summer 
of	 2013,	 TPWD	 officials	 began	 doc-
umenting	 juvenile	 zebra	 mussels	 on	
rocks. 
 “By the end of 2013 and certain-
ly	going	into	2014	they	had	developed	
very	 dense	 populations,”	 McMahon	
said. “The population stayed pretty 
dense	through	2016.”

 Researchers discovered that at 
some	 point	 in	 2016,	 juvenile	 zebra	
mussels	began	having	a	difficult	time	
maturing	 into	 adulthood,	 McMahon	
said. Before that, boats docked at Lone 
Star	Lodge	and	Marina	would	be	cov-
ered in adult zebra mussels. By Au-
gust	2017,	dense	populations	had	vir-
tually disappeared from the lake. 
	 Severe	 flooding	 in	 2015	 likely	
changed	 the	 chemistry	 in	 Ray	 Rob-
erts Lake and caused the zebra mussel 
population	crash,	McMahon	said.
 “But you know, even if there are 
just	 a	 few	mussels	 left	 around,	 they	
produce	so	many	young	that	if	condi-
tions	 get	 better	 for	 them,	 if	 the	 lake	
changes	again,	they	can	form	another	
really dense population,” he said.
 Still, the current population crash 
is	 good	 news	 for	 people	 downstream	
in the Trinity River Basin who had 

been	bracing	 themselves	 for	negative	
impacts of zebra mussels since they 
were discovered in Ray Roberts Lake 
in 2012. Not only do zebra mussels at-
tach themselves to boats, but they can 
attach themselves to utility pipes and 
cause massive problems to infrastruc-
ture. 
	 “They	 plug	 up	 their	 pipes,”	 Mc-
Mahon	said.	“They	attach	to	the	pipe	
walls and then to each other and they 
form very thick incrustations on the 
pipes and slow water uptake. And for a 
power plant that is water-cooled, like 
the many that are in Texas, that is a 
mess.	They	can	accumulate	and	plug	
up the intake pipes of potable water 
systems.”
	 Several	agencies,	including	Dallas	
Water Utilities, take water released 
from	 Ray	 Roberts	 Lake	 through	 in-
take pipes in the Elm Fork of the Trin-

ity River in northwest Dallas. Serv-
ing	as	a	cautionary	tale,	a	zebra	mus-
sel infestation in 2011 cut off Lake 
Texoma as a source for the North Tex-
as	Municipal	Water	District.	It	took	a	
$300	million	pipeline	project	and	the	
raising	of	rates	for	consumers	to	cor-
rect the issue.
	 Zebra	mussels	are	also	filter	feed-
ers, so they eat plankton and compete 
against	baitfish.	Because	 they	 repro-
duce rapidly and can quickly take over 
a whole ecosystem, they can disrupt 
the food chain and lead to the loss of 
fish	stock.
	 “Given	 enough	 time,	 fish	 popu-
lations	 start	 to	 collapse,”	 McMahon	
said. 
	 That	is	why	monitoring	of	infested	
and non-infested lakes is important, 
McMahon	 said,	 so	 stakeholders	 such	
as	boaters	and	water	utilities	can	get	
out in front of an infestation. 
	 The	TPWD	has	 classified	 15	Tex-
as	lakes	in	five	river	basins	as	infest-
ed.	Monica	McGarrity,	senior	scientist	
for	 aquatic	 invasive	 species	manage-
ment	 with	 the	 agency,	 helps	 oversee	
the	state’s	monitoring	efforts.	
	 “We	are	monitoring	more	than	60	
lakes	in	the	state,”	McGarrity	said.	
 The focus is early detection where 
zebra mussels are known to be and at 
high-risk	lakes	so	the	TPWD	can	roll	
out	awareness	campaigns	and	combat	
their	spread,	McGarrity	said.	
 State law also prohibits the trans-
port of zebra mussels between water-
ways.	Prominent	signs	warning	boat-
ers	 visiting	 Ray	 Roberts	 Lake	 State	
Park	and	the	surrounding	businesses	
to wash and dry their boats after visit-
ing	and	before	entering	other	lakes.	
 “Boaters have to be so careful 
about	not	moving	water	 and	making	
sure there are no mussels on the hull 
of their boats, there is no water with 
larvae,”	 McMahon	 said.	 “They	 will	
move from wherever they are onto an 
anchor if it is on the bottom for even a 
short period of time.”
	 There	are	also	warnings	for	swim-
mers to watch for sharp zebra mussel 
shells on beaches.
	 “Mussel	 shells	 stay	 around	 for	 a	
long	time	and	they	are	like	little	razor	
blades,”	McMahon	said.	“Once	you	get	
them, if you are on a beach, you can’t 
go	walking	into	the	water	in	your	bare	
feet.	You’ll	get	cut	up.”

Good riddance
Zebra mussel 

population down at 
Ray Roberts Lake

Workers at the Ray Roberts Lake State Park cleaned thousands of ze-
bra mussels off  the facilities after flood waters receded in 2016. 

File photo/The Post-Signal
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By Amanda Mchenry
Contributing Writer
 Don’t let the summer heat keep you 
from	 enjoying	 the	 park	 activities	 at	
Ray Roberts Lake Park.
	 “We’re	 going	 to	 start	 doing	 a	 lot	
more	 night	 hikes,	 astronomy	 talks,	
campfire	 talks,	 centered	 later	 in	 the	
evening	just	because	it	is	so	hot,”	said	
Rick Torres, the interpreter at the 
state park’s Isle du Bois Unit.
 There will also be a focus on early 
morning	activities	as	well	as	some	in	

and	near	the	water	such	as	kayaking	
and	 fishing.	 Wildflowers	 have	 pros-
pered	this	season	at	the	park.	As	long	
as	 there	 are	 wildflowers,	 there	 will	
be an opportunity to explore summer 
wildflowers	with	a	ranger.	
	 A	favorite	activity	of	Ranger	Torres	
is “Stories in the Stars.” 
 “We identify different constella-
tions,	how	to	navigate	the	night	skies,	
but then we also dive into some of the 
mythology	and	folklore	of	the	constel-
lations that we see,” Torres said. “It’s 
a	 combination	 of	 storytelling	 as	well	
as	 astronomy,	 navigating	 the	 night	
sky.”
	 Multiple	campfire	talks	will	be	of-

fered.	 Some	 focus	 on	 specific	 themes	
such as owls or bats. Others offer an 
informal	 time	 of	 story-telling	 and	
roasting	 s’mores.	 Questions	 are	 al-
ways	encouraged.	
 Summer time is a popular time for 
being	in	the	water.	The	park	will	be	of-
fering	beginning	kayaking	classes.	All	
equipment is provided at no additional 
cost. After a time of instruction, par-
ticipants	get	about	30	minutes	to	prac-
tice what they learned.  
 The Isle Du Bois unit has kay-
aks that can be checked out free of 
charge	from	9	a.m.-3	p.m.	first	come,	
first	 served.	 The	 kayak,	 paddle	 and	
life vest are provided. The park does 

not provide transport to the water so 
guests	 need	 their	 own	 equipment	 to	
transport the kayaks. 
	 There	are	five	single	and	three	dou-
ble kayaks. The Johnson Branch has 
mountain	 bikes	 that	 guests	 can	 bor-
row in a similar manner as the kay-
aks.
	 Multiple	night	hikes	will	be	offered	
over the summer to help beat the sum-
mer heat.
 “You can hike our trails, but at 
night	it’s	really	a	different	world,”	Tor-
res said. “For those we focus on the 
nocturnal phenomenon. We do a little 
bit	of	star	gazing.	We	talk	about	noc-
turnal	wildlife	during	our	walk.”

Get away to nature
State park offers plenty
to do during summer

Rick Torres, the interpreter at the Isle Du Bois unit of the Ray Roberts Lake State Park, describes the Black-eyed Susan, one of the many wild-
flowers that can be found throughout the park. 

Amanda Mchenry                                                                                                                                                                                               
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	 He	added,	“it’s	kind	of	spooky	a	lit-
tle	bit.”	The	focus	is	to	get	people	com-
fortable	with	the	wonders	of	the	night.	
 The snake presentations allow vis-
itors	to	get	up	close	and	friendly	with	
the resident snakes. The Dutch Oven 
cooking	 presentation	 provides	 practi-
cal instruction with a tasty meal.
 The Nature Center is open every 
weekend	including	Friday.	Texas	Mas-
ter Naturalists volunteers from the 
Elm Fork Chapter are available to an-
swer questions when Torres is not. 
	 “They’re	a	great	group	of	folks	who	
do a lot here at the state park,” Torres 
said.
 The nature center is air condi-
tioned	so	it	can	be	a	way	to	get	a	break	
from	 the	 heat	 while	 getting	 educat-
ed about the park. It has displays, a li-
brary and an art station. 
 All events are listed on the park 
website	 http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/
spdest/findadest/parks/ray_roberts_

lake	 and	 also	 Facebook	 https://www.
facebook.com/pg/RayRobertsLake-
StatePark/events.	 In	 addition,	 fly-
ers are available at various locations 
around the park.
	 Most	activities	do	not	require	reg-
istration. There are no extra costs 
for the activities beyond the park en-
trance	fee.	Two	that	do	require	regis-
tration	are	kayaking	at	 Isle	Du	Bois	
and archery at Johnson Branch.
 The park is always open for school 
fields	trips	and	homeschool	groups.	
	 “We	 definitely	 encourage	 schools	
and homeschools to come out to the 
park and treat this as their outdoor 
classroom,” Torres said.  
		 There	is	no	cost	for	the	field	trips,	
and Torres is happy to lead or facili-
tate educational activities also at no 
cost.  
	 Beyond	having	fun,	most	activities	
at the park focus on nature, history 
and outdoor skills. 

OORE’S
CLEANERS

and Laundry
Locally owned & operated
by Larry & LuAnn Kubala

Present this coupon
to receive ... 20% OFF!

PICK UP & DELIVERY
424 U.S. 377 S. • Point Shopping Center • Pilot Point • 940-686-2521

DAVID
AUTO PARTS

221 S. Jefferson • Pilot Point • 686-0775
Russell David, Owner/Manager

20+ years of serving 
your auto parts needs

Locally owned
& operated

Parts for all makes of vehicles
• Lubricants for tuneups (oil, fi lters, plugs)
• Oxygen & acetylene • Welding supplies
• New brand of car detailing

State park the place 
to get away from it all

500 Wet Slips 24’ to 55’ 
Certi� ed Tech at Full Service Center
Brokered Boat Sales
Boat Lift Sales
Fuel Dock
Convenience Store
Live Bait & Tackle

940-458-7343
1399 Marina Circle, Sanger, TX 76266

www.rayrobertsmarina.com

Pontoon Boat Rentals
Kayak Rentals
Paddle Board  Rentals
Covered Fishing Pier
Boat Accessories
Full Selection of Resort 
& Lake Apparel

The Biggest and Best Marina Complex 
on Lake Ray Roberts
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YOUR TRUSTED  
REAL ESTATE EXPERT.

GRETTA BUCHANAN

940-391-2350
grettabuchanan@ebby.com

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL
FARMS & RANCHES

SELLING MY HOMETOWN!

NORTH TEXAS HARDWOODS

NTH
CUSTOMCABINETS

PILOT POINT, TX

940-686-5146

UPPERCUT GRANITE
940-577-8868 
Sales
940-765-3525 
940-435-9283

1235 JC LANE

PROUDLY SERVING 
THE SURROUNDING 

COUNTIES!

COME VISIT OUR 
NEW DESIGN 

CENTER

State agency recognizes
Isle du Bois interpreter
By Andres David Lopez
Staff Writer
 The outdoors is Rick Torres’ class-
room.
 Torres is the interpreter at the Isle 
du Bois Unit of the Ray Roberts Lake 
State	 Park.	 He	 leads	
park visitors on na-
ture walks, demon-
strates how to start 
a	 fire	without	match-
es, tells the stories 
behind the constel-
lations	 in	 the	 night	
sky, and describes 
the	 park’s	 slithering	
snakes and furry creatures.
	 In	 recognition	 of	 Torres’	 dedica-
tion to his role at Isle du Bois, the Tex-
as Parks and Wildlife Department re-
cently selected him to receive its em-
ployee	 recognition	award	 for	 commu-
nity	 outreach.	 The	 state	 agency	 em-
ploys more than 3,000 people but only 
selects	a	handful	 for	employee	recog-
nition awards each year. 
 “And there is only one person who 
wins	 it	 in	 the	 agency	 for	 community	
outreach,	so	I	was	lucky	enough	to	be	
recognized	for	that,”	Torres	said.	
	 Notified	 about	 the	 award	 earli-
er	this	month,	Torres	will	be	official-
ly	recognized	at	a	ceremony	in	August	
with TPWD Executive Director Cart-
er Smith.
 Last year, Torres helped the Isle 
Du Bois unit reach more than 8,000 
people	 through	 education	 programs,	
outdoor	 skills	 programs,	 presenta-
tions	to	school	groups	and	outreach	at	
special	events.	More	than	1,500	young	
people	were	reached	through	134	edu-
cation	programs.	
 As a park interpreter, Torres con-
ducts or oversees education events at 
the	 Isle	du	Bois	Unit	 covering	 topics	
such	as	stargazing,	wildlife,	geocach-
ing,	medicinal	and	edible	plants,	and	
the	 history	 of	 fire.	 He	 leads	 guided	
hikes and helps provide visitors with 
opportunities to learn skills such as 
archery	and	kayaking.	
	 The	 agency	 award	 for	 community	
outreach	recognizes	Torres’	efforts	in	
developing	 relationships	 in	 the	 com-
munities	 surrounding	 Ray	 Roberts	
Lake. 
 “I visit a lot of schools, libraries 
and	scout	groups	outside	of	our	park	
boundaries	to	get	the	word	out	about	
Texas state parks and teach people 
about	 these	 amazing	 resources	 that	

are	right	here	 in	our	own	backyard,”	
Torres said. “I’ve been here for four-
and-a-half	years	and	 it’s	 really	great	
to see the fruit of my labor.”
 Torres said that between scheduled 
events and outreach he is busier than 
he has ever been. 
 “I’ve seen a record number of for-
mal	schools	bringing	their	classes	out	
to the park,” he said. “Not only that, 
but	 the	 word	 has	 definitely	 spread	
among	home	schoolers	as	well.”
 The outreach to teachers and 
schools is meant to remind people that 
state parks can serve as outdoor class-
rooms, Torres said. 
 “This is where you can come and 
not	only	enjoy	the	outdoors,	but	learn	
about the outdoors,” he said. “That’s 
why	we	have	interpretive	rangers	who	
are here on hand to [offer those oppor-
tunities] at no additional cost.”
 Torres is passionate about astron-
omy,	 so	 he	 has	 developed	 stargazing	
programs	in	the	last	year.	
 “In North Texas, a lot of people 
don’t believe Dallas-Fort Worth is an 
area	where	you	can	stargaze,”	he	said.	
“But here at Ray Roberts Lake State 
Park,	we	are	tucked	away	far	enough	
on	the	north	side	of	the	Metroplex	that	
we actually have a pretty beautiful 
night	sky,	so	I	like	to	share	that	with	
our visitors.”
	 Currently,	he	is	working	to	develop	
a	program	to	highlight	the	area’s	cul-
tural history.
 “We have a very rich cultural histo-
ry, especially with early pioneer home-
steading	 in	 the	 1800s,”	 Torres	 said.	
“We have a few structures that we pro-
tect here at the state park.”
 To reach as many people as possi-
ble, Torres depends on help from vol-
unteers.	A	big	partnership	is	with	the	
Elm	Fork	chapter	of	the	Texas	Master	
Naturalists. 
	 “A	lot	of	these	field	trips	that	come	
out	to	the	park	are	100	third	graders	
or	100	fourth	graders,	and	that’s	awe-
some, but I can’t do that alone,” he 
said.	“I	have	a	very	dedicated	group	of	
about 10 master naturalists. We put 
the word out and they are the cavalry, 
the reinforcements.”
  The Isle du Bois Unit interpretive 
nature center, where there are edu-
cational displays, live snakes and a 
crafts corners for visitors, is open on 
weekends.	When	he	is	out	conducting	
a	scheduled	program	or	hike,	master	
naturalist volunteers staff the center.

Torres
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Proudly serving your community Manufactured in Pilot Point,
home of Ray Roberts Lake State Park

Sold at sporting goods stores throughout the country
www.xcitebaits.com

By Baylee Friday
Staff Writer 
	 Fun	 and	 informative	 ranger-led	
programs	are	a	 staple	 in	every	state	
park, and at the Johnson Branch unit, 
Interpretive	Ranger	Kate	 Juenger	 is	
the mastermind behind them all. 
	 “I	dream	up	the	programs	and	then	
I	 teach	 them,”	 Juenger	 said.	 “People	
should	come	hang	out	with	me,	 it’s	a	
lot	of	fun.	Especially	if	you’re	looking	
for	a	way	to	get	out	and	experience	the	
outdoors	–	I	just	take	people	out	there	
and hope they love it as much as I do.” 
	 Juenger	has	been	 the	 interpretive	
ranger	at	Johnson	Branch	for	a	little	
over six months, she said, and for her, 
it’s	the	perfect	job.	
	 The	born	outdoorswoman	graduat-
ed from Oklahoma State University in 
2014	before	interning	with	the	Texas	
Parks and Wildlife Department.
	 “That’s	when	I	first	became	aware	
of the interpretive position in out-
door	education	and	those	type	of	jobs,”	
she	said.	“I	fell	in	love	with	that,	just	
spending	every	weekend	camping	and	
helping	folks	learn	how	to	use	a	tent	or	
how	to	fish	for	the	first	time.”
	 An	inherent	nature-lover,	Juenger	
grew	 up	 hunting,	 fishing	 and	 camp-
ing	with	her	family.	One	of	the	best	as-
pects	of	her	job,	she	said,	is	getting	to	
show others how to develop their out-
door	abilities	as	well	–	something	the	

ranger	 does	 through	 lessons	 as	 fun	
and silly as she herself is. 
 “I usually try to pick activities 
that	 go	 with	 that	 month,”	 she	 said.	
“In	May,	we	 had	 several	 ‘Star	Wars’	
themed	 events.	We	 had	 the	May	 the	
Fourth Be With You hike and the Ex-
plore	the	Darkside	nighttime	hike.	We	
like	doing	silly	things	like	that.	Oth-
erwise, I try to focus on both the nat-
ural and the cultural resources of the 
park.”

	 Juenger	 said	 she	 teaches	 her	 stu-
dents about the importance of pre-
serving	 nature,	 leave-no-trace	 poli-
cies,	fire	and	campsite	safety,	and	how	
to respect wildlife in the park. But 
that’s	just	the	beginning.	
	 The	 list	 of	 programs	 offered	 at	
Johnson	Branch	 goes	 on	 and	 on	 and	
is	constantly	changing,	as	are	the	va-
riety	of	skills	taught.	On	one	day	vis-
itors	 might	 join	 a	 professional	 pho-
tographer	 for	 a	 light	 painting	 class,	

the	 next	 they	might	 join	 Juenger	 for	
a	 cooking	 demonstration	 showcasing	
Dutch oven techniques. 
	 Whatever	 the	 program,	 Juenger	
said,	people	are	sure	to	be	in	for	a	good	
time.
	 “Our	overall	goal	is	to	educate	peo-
ple	 about	 the	 park,”	 Juenger	 said.	
“And we also hope that they fall in love 
with it so that they want to protect it 
as	 well.	 In	 that	 way,	 we’re	 creating	
some future stewards of our park.” 

A natural
at her job

Johnson Branch ranger
likes hanging out with
visitors at park unit

Kate Juenger is the interepreter at the Johnson Branch Unit of RayRoberts Lake State Park. 
Baylee Friday
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Now open in Krugerville
5246 U.S. 377 S. | 940-488-5499

Or visit us in our Pilot Point location
10279 FM 455 E., #100 | 940-686-3500

Open 7 days a week: Sun.-� urs. 11 a.m.-9 p.m. | Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.
Daily Lunch Specials | Mon.–Fri. 11 a.m.- 4 p.m.

Happy Hour
Mon.-Fri. 1-7 p.m. | All Day Wednesdays

Pilot Point
10279 FM 455 E., #100
Pilot Point, TX 76258

(940) 686-3500

McKinney
1521 N. Custer Road, #300

McKinney, TX 76071
(940) 540-9058

Prosper
120 N. Preston Road
Prosper, TX 76078

(972) 347-2280

Frisco
8745 Gary Burns Drive

Frisco, TX 75034
(214) 494-4545

Krugerville
5246 U.S. 377 S.

Krugerville, TX 76227
(940) 488-5499

Real Mexican Food 
Every time!

Ernesto’s has built a reputation for providing the best in Mexican food. 
It all starts with our owner, Ernesto Puga, whose vision is to provide 
authentic, delicious Mexican food that is easily accessible to everyone. 
We always use authentic ingredients, and our dishes are prepared by 
chefs experienced in Mexican cuisine. Our  skilled wait and bar sta� s 
will make sure your dining experience is the � nest around. We o� er  
exceptional catering services  as well. Come see us soon!
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Leading from behind

By Andres David Lopez
Staff Writer
	 Lake	 levels	 coming	 up	 to	
the road forced the closure of 
the	Quail	Run	camping	area	
at the Ray Roberts Lake State 
Park Isle du Bois Unit for 
safety	and	the	integrity	of	the	
asphalt there.  
 “Now that the water level 
has	dropped	enough	to	get	off	
the	road,	we’ll	be	opening	that	
back up,” unit lead operations 
ranger	Aaron	Johnston	said.
	 He	said	the	staff	uses	the	
time	 during	 closures	 to	 cut	
down problem trees such 
as those “uprooted because 
of the water and the soft 
ground.”	They	also	“get	some	
of	 that	flood	damage	and	de-
bris picked up,” he said.
	 Operations	 rangers	 main-
tain facilities and water sys-
tems, and they make sure lit-
ter	 is	picked	up.	Mowing	 the	
entire park is a weekly task in 
the summer.
 “I’m short two employees 
right	now,”	Johnston	said.	“So	
that means we all have to step 
up and carry the slack. In ad-
dition	 to	 the	 mowing,	 weed	
eating	 and	 maintenance,	 we	
still	 gotta	 clean	 restrooms.	
We	 still	 gotta	 pick	 up	 litter.	
We	 still	 gotta	 maintain	 the	
waste water systems.”
 When fully staffed, six 
rangers	 work	 under	 John-
ston, who has been at the Isle 
du Bois Unit since December 
2017. Two maintenance assis-
tants provide seasonal help. 
He	also	coordinates	with	vol-
unteer park hosts who work 
in	the	field.	
	 “Our	 maintenance	 rang-
ers here at the park and all 

state parks are really the un-
sung	heroes	of	the	park,”	Isle	
du Bois park interpreter Rick 
Torres said. “They are the 
park	 rangers	 that	 you	 don’t	
usually see out and about, but 
they	keep	this	park	running.	
They keep this park beauti-
ful	and	they	keep	it	running.	
They keep it in shape.”
 Torres said Johnston’s 
leadership has transformed 
the unit maintenance depart-
ment.
	 “He	has	been	definitely	the	
best maintenance supervisor 
I have ever seen,” Torres said. 
“He’s	 got	 a	 great	 group	 of	
folks	working	under	him.	It	is	
just	top	notch,	very	efficient.”
 The unit and state park 

complex as a whole receive 
hundreds of thousands of vis-
itors every year, Johnston 
said.	 During	 holiday	 week-
ends, the unit receives as 
many as 5,000 visitors per 
day. 
 “It’s hard to keep up with 
the litter,” he said. “We take 
pride	 in	 picking	 up	 every-
thing	we	 see	and	making	us	
look	 good,	 but	 after	 a	 busy	
holiday that can turn into two 
full	 days	 of	 just	 picking	 up	
trash.”
	 Volunteers	 have	 helped	
clean up after holidays, but 
Johnston said he’d love to see 
everyone	who	enjoys	the	park	
follow the principle of “leave 
no trace.”

 With the day-use area 
closed	 for	a	major	 capital	 re-
pairs, visitation will be down 
this year, so that means less 
time	cleaning	up	after	people	
and more time spent on mis-
cellaneous	maintenance	proj-
ects. 
 “For us it’s an opportunity 
to continue to do all the minor 
improvements that we have 
a	 long	task	 list	of,”	Johnston	
said.	 “This	 year,	 I’m	 looking	
forward	 to	 having	 a	 kind	 of	
extended	 project	 season	 and	
I’m	working	very	hard	at	pri-
oritizing	the	task	load	for	this	
year because it’s an opportu-
nity	 to	 really	 get	 some	 good	
improvements in.”
 Johnston said his favor-

ite area in the park is the Lost 
Pines Trail by the unit en-
trance and headquarters. 
	 “For	 me,	 it’s	 a	 nostalgia	
thing	coming	 from	East	Tex-
as,”	 he	 said.	 “I	 get	 lonely	 for	
my Piney Woods and can al-
ways	head	up	there	and	get	a	
little taste of it.”
 Johnston has been with 
the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department for about seven 
years.	He	lives	in	Tioga.
	 “I	 love	 it,”	 he	 said.	 “My	
wife	loves	it,	too.	It’s	like	May-
berry.	 We	 live	 right	 down-
town.	 My	 girls	 play	 at	 the	
park all the time. It’s nice liv-
ing	in	a	little	town.”

Aaron Johnston 
works behind
scenes to keep
park running

‘We take pride in picking up everything we see and making us look good’

Aaron Johnston is the point man in keeping everything running smoothly at the Isle du Bois Unit of the Ray Rob-
erts Lake State Park.

Andres David Lopez
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Indoor boat & RV storage
Fully enclosed boat & RV spaces from 30-52 feet

Minutes from 
Ray Roberts Lake

1100 S. Washington
Pilot Point

By Baylee Friday
Staff Writer 
	 Forgoing	 his	 lifelong	 passion	 for	
the outdoors proved impossible for 
Danny	 Reddick,	 though	 for	 years	 he	
gave	it	his	best	shot.	
	 The	 new	 operations	 ranger	 at	 the	
Johnson Branch unit of the Ray Rob-
erts Lake State Park had always fan-
tasized	about	earning	a	living	in	na-
ture,	he	said.	To	be	working	outdoors,	
under the sun and the stars, and to be 
totally	emerged	in	the	elements	of	the	
wild – that was his paradise. 
	 He	 began	 working	 toward	 his	
dream	 of	 having	 an	 outdoor	 career	
as	 a	 teenager,	 pursuing	 the	 endeav-
or	first	by	earning	a	degree	in	wildlife	
management	 from	Midwestern	 State	
University.	He	 intended	 to	find	a	 job	
in the Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment	after	graduation,	but	at	the	

He’s where
he always

wanted to be

‘I’m just surrounded by all this stuff that I love every day. It’s an amazing job.’

Danny Reddick is the new operations ranger at the Johnson Branch Unit of the Ray Roberts Lake State 
Park.                                                                                                                                                                     Baylee Friday
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Fill up on fuel, food 
and beverages while 

visiting Lake Ray Roberts!

TIGER MART

1800 U.S. 377N 
Pilot Point

 940-686-3000

Homemade TACOS, BURRITOS
BURGERS & MORE

Viva El Taco
Plenty of room for Big Rigs,

Boats & Trailers

Taxes Are A Year Round Sport 
 

Tax Preparation  Tax Planning  Sole Proprietors  LLC’s    

S-Corps C-Corps  Trusts  Estates  Individual Payroll  &   

Payroll Tax Payments 941 Reports TWC Reports 940  

Reports  Bookkeeping  Budgeting  Bill Paying  

Reconciling  Financial Reporting  Business Planning   

Estate Planning Start Ups  Start Overs  Selling   

Non Profit  Profit  No Profit  Lots of Profit 

Sales Taxes  State Taxes Wayfair Rules 

Financial | Fitness 

Work with the Tax Professionals that Work for You 
Linda Bullwinkle, EA     Anita Jean, EA 

 
940-365-3115  

5099 US HWY 377 S, Suite 400, Aubrey, TX 

Tax Preparation • Tax Planning • Sole Proprietors 
LLC’s • S-Corps • C-Corps • Trusts • Estates 

Individual Payroll • Payroll Tax Payments • 941 Reports
TWC Reports • 940 Reports • Bookkeeping • Budgeting 

Bill Paying • Reconciling • Financial Reporting 
Business Planning • Estate Planning 

Start Ups • Start Overs • Selling 
Non-Profi t • Profi t • No Profi t • Lots of Profi t 
Sales Taxes • State Taxes • Wayfair Rules

Financial | Fitness
Work with the Tax Professionals Who Work For You.

Linda Bullwinkle, EA • Anita Jean, EA

ARE A YEAR-ROUND SPORT

time the positions available were few 
and	far	between,	not	to	mention	high-
ly coveted. 
	 “It	was	a	difficult	 time	 to	get	 in,”	
Reddick	 said.	 “Wildlife	 management	
is what I’d always wanted to do, but I 
kind	of	got	sidetracked	after	I	gradu-
ated.	When	I	couldn’t	find	work	there,	
I	fell	back	on	teaching	high-school	sci-
ence.” 
 After that, life spent several years 
taking	 Reddick	 on	 a	 progressive	 de-
tour around the career that he loved.
	 He	 went	 from	 working	 at	 a	 high	
school	to	working	at	a	college	when	of-
fered	a	position	as	Director	 of	Hous-
ing	 at	 Midwestern	 State	 University.	
It	was	an	impressive	job	at	the	school	
that he loved, Reddick said. The po-
sition came with stable hours and a 
more	 than	comfortable	 living	wage	–	
the latter aspect seemed especially en-
ticing,	as	Reddick	was	working	to	sup-
port both himself and his new family. 
	 He	 took	 the	 offer	 and	 ended	 up	
staying	 onboard	 as	 Midwestern’s	 di-
rector	of	housing	for	a	decade.

	 “The	 joke	 at	 the	 university	 was	
that	I	was	still	technically	doing	wild-
life	 management,”	 Reddick	 said,	
laughing.	“Except	I	was	managing	the	
two-legged	 kind,	 not	 the	 four-legged	
kind.” 
	 Reddick	 liked	his	new	 career	 just	
fine,	 and	 it	 seemed	 that	he	was	able	
to	table	his	desire	to	work	in	the	great	
outdoors. Temporarily, at least.
	 	“I	was	making	a	real	good	salary	
and	real	good	money	…	but	it	wasn’t	
my passion,” Reddick said. “In 2009, 
my	daughter	went	away	to	college	and	
I	realized	…		I	could	go	and	do	what	I	
really had always wanted to do. So, I 
just	walked	away	from	that	job.	And	I	
took	a	job	making	half	–	less	than	half	
– of my salary at the university. I was 
never happier.”
 Over a decade and a half after 
earning	his	degree,	Reddick	was	able	
to pursue his passion at a professional 
level.	He	worked	for	the	Texas	Parks	
and Wildlife Department at Sea Cen-
ter Texas, a saltwater hatchery and 
education center on the Gulf Coast. 

	 His	time	working	at	Sea	Center	re-
newed Reddick’s spirit, he said, prov-
ing	that	his	zeal	for	the	outdoors	had	
not	diminished	a	bit	 during	his	 long	
hiatus.	 It	 was	 inarguably	 worth	 the	
pay cut, he said.
  Over the years Reddick eventually 
worked his way up into the North Tex-
as	area,	 recently	planting	himself	 at	
Johnson	Branch.	The	new-hire	began	
working	as	an	operations	ranger	sev-
eral	months	ago,	finally	fulfilling	an-
other	life-long	dream.	
	 To	 Reddick,	 there	 is	 no	 job	 more	
ideal	than	that	of	the	state	park	rang-
er. 
	 “It	 gives	me	 a	 feeling	 of	 purpose,	
to	have	a	finite	thing	that	you’re	tak-
ing	care	of,”	he	said.	“It’s	worth	a	lot	to	
me.”
	 As	a	ranger,	it’s	Reddick’s	responsi-
bility to take care of the park, to make 
sure	things	are	running	smoothly	and	
that	 guests	 are	 safe,	 well-informed	
and happy. All the while he spends 
each and every day with fellow out-
door enthusiasts, wrapped up in the 

wild and unpredictable blanket of the 
Texas outdoors.  
 “I love it,” Reddick said. “I love be-
ing	outside	every	day.	 I	 like	 the	 con-
tact	with	the	guests	in	the	park,	talk-
ing	to	them	and	helping	them	have	a	
good	time	–	I	really	enjoy	that.	I	love	
the	wildflowers	 and	 animals	 and	 all	
that,	 I’m	 just	 surrounded	 by	 all	 this	
stuff that I love every day. It’s an 
amazing	job.”
	 Despite	 the	 lower	 pay	 and	 long	
commute,	 which	 is	 roughly	 40	 min-
utes each way, Reddick said he has no 
complaints	about	his	new	job.	It	took	
the	born	outdoorsman	a	 long	time	to	
get	to	where	he	is	today,	and	the	road	
was	long	and	curvy,	with	stops	and	de-
tours he never could have planned for. 
But	Reddick	persisted,	 and	he’s	 glad	
he did. 
	 “Getting	 back	 into	 this	 and	being	
around people who really love the out-
doors	and	 love	 the	park	–	 it’s	great,”	
Reddick	said.	“I	just	love	it.”

Reddick feels at home in the outdoors
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By Andres David Lopez
Staff Writer
 Every Ray Roberts Lake State 
Park	 police	 officer	 seems	 to	 have	 a	
specialty.
	 “We	have	one	officer,	he	gets	a	lot	
of	 [driving	 while	 intoxicated]	 cases,”	
Eric	 Carleton	 said.	 “Another	 officer	
gets	to	a	lot	of	drugs.	That	seems	to	be	
what	they	like	doing	and	they	special-
ize in it and they’ve kind of perfected 
their skill and their craft to actually 
be able to locate those issues.”
	 Carleton	specializes	in	identifying	
fishing	violations.	He	is	the	newest	po-
lice	officer	at	Ray	Roberts	Lake	State	
Park. 
	 He	 transferred	 after	 spending	
about	eight	years	at	Eisenhower	Park	
in	Grayson	County.	He	is	the	only	offi-
cer	working	the	midday	shift	and	pa-
trols units and boat ramps around the 

lake.	One	of	four	full-time	police	offi-
cers	assigned	to	the	park,	his	job	is	to	
enforce laws and protect wildlife and 
resources.
	 State	park	police	officers	are	simi-
lar	to	game	wardens	in	that	they	en-
force	hunting,	boating	and	fishing	reg-
ulations, but their primary duties in-
volve	 enforcing	 laws	 and	 protecting	
wildlife and resources. 
	 Carleton	 is	 all	 about	 protecting	
natural	 resources	 for	 future	 genera-
tions. 
 “The park allows people to come 
out here and connect with nature,” 
Carleton said. “And in Texas that is 
hard to do these days because every-
thing	is	privately	owned,	pretty	much.	
So,	these	being	public,	this	allows	peo-
ple to have a place to come out to and 
camp,	 fish,	 ride	 their	 bikes,	 just	 get	
out	and	be	among	nature.”	

 Carleton said he transferred to Ray 
Roberts Lake State Park because he 
wanted	the	challenge	of	a	bigger	park	
and a new adventure. 
	 One	of	the	biggest	law	enforcement	
issues at Ray Roberts Lake State Park 
and every other state park, Carleton 
said, is alcohol consumption. 
	 “It	 is	 illegal	 for	 people	 to	 publicly	
display, to publicly consume,” he said. 
“We educate people. We try to do vol-
untary compliance and educate them 
about the law because we are so close 
to Oklahoma and other states that 
people	may	go	to	other	states	and	they	
may not have the same type of laws.”
 The only places that are not consid-
ered public in a state park are shelters 
as in tents, recreational vehicles and 
mobile homes. 
 “Those places usually have an ex-
pectation	of	privacy	among	the	judges	

and courts,” Carleton said. 
	 Alcohol	consumption	is	a	big	safety	
issue.
 “We don’t want to have a lot of is-
sues	that	come	along	with	people	get-
ting	 belligerent	 because	 they	 drink	
too much,” he said. “We don’t want 
people	 to	 get	 behind	 the	wheel	 driv-
ing	drunk	in	the	park.	We	don’t	want	
them	injuring	people	who	are	hiking	
or	enjoying	the	park	doing	other	recre-
ational activities.”
 The summer heat compounds the 
effects	 of	 alcohol,	 Carleton	 said.	 He	
recommended people remember to 
drink plenty of water.
 “Always remember to pack your 
common sense,” he said. “We see kids 
in back of truck beds. We see people 
leaving	their	kids	unattended.”
 

Enforcing fishing laws important to officer
Eric Carleton, a Ray Roberts Lake State Park police officer, inspected fishermen at the Elm Fork Park dam for compliance of fishing regulations. 

Andres David Lopez
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By Baylee Friday
Staff Writer 
 Nancy Carver says she is absolute-
ly over-the-moon about her volunteer 
position at the Johnson Branch unit of 
the Ray Roberts Lake State Park, but 
finding	the	job	of	her	dreams	was	ac-
tually	“a	total	fluke.”	
	 The	 73-year-old	 grandmother	
works as a park host, a position she 
described as an all-purpose volunteer 
who	 lives	 on	 the	 park	 grounds	 and	
provides around-the-clock assistance 
to keep the unit in tip-top shape. 
 “We do whatever is necessary to 
help	keep	 the	park	 running,”	Carver	
said.	“We	fill	in	for	people	on	vacation,	
we help on the holidays, and we each 
make an extra pair of hands to clean 
up	and	work	in	the	office.”
	 Carver	 originally	 signed	 up	 for	
the position so that she and her hus-
band would have a temporary place to 
stay	while	searching	for	a	permanent	
home,	she	said.	And	then	…	Johnson	
Branch became home. 
	 “I	 thought,	 ‘I’ll	 go	 out	 there	 and	
see if they need a park host for three 
or	four	months	–	‘til	I	can	actually	find	
something,’”	Carver	said.	“Well,	three	
months turned into six, etc., etc., etc. I 
got	to	where	I	liked	the	way	of	life.”
 She likes the seclusion of the park 
in the wintertime, she said. The 
brightness	of	 the	stars	at	night,	daz-
zling	 and	 radiant	 without	 the	 hin-
drance	of	 city	 lights.	She	 likes	being	

Home, sweet home
73-year-old park
host finds family

at Johnson Branch

Nancy Carter wasn’t planning to find a new home at the Johnson Branch Unit of Ray Roberts Lake Park, 
but she has become a fixture as a park host.

Baylee Friday
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enveloped in the beauty of the natural 
world	and	watching	the	wildlife	cycle	
through	 different	 seasons.	 She	 loves	
the	people,	the	job	and	the	inclusivity	
of the Johnson Branch team. 
	 “It’s	fun,”	Carver	said.	“I	laugh	all	
the	time;	sometimes	I	go	home	and	my	
face hurts. The volunteers all seem to 
get	along	very	well	with	the	staff.”	
 There is room for 10 volunteers 
(also known as park hosts) on the 
team.	Right	now,	eight	of	 those	posi-
tions	 are	 filled	 at	 Johnson	 Branch.	
Each park host is responsible for dif-
ferent duties within the park and can 
be	assigned	a	variety	of	tasks	ranging	
from	fieldwork	 to	office	work.	Carver	
does the latter.
	 “I	have	worked	in	the	field	before,	
but I’m 73 now,” Carver said. “I strict-
ly	 work	 in	 the	 office.	 I	 check	 people	
in,	bring	in	cars	through	the	window,	
things	like	that.”
	 Even	though	she	does	most	every-
thing	 a	 paid	 employee	 does,	 Carv-
er	 said	 working	 at	 Johnson	 Branch	
doesn’t	feel	like	a	job	at	all.
 “I know the park very well,” she 
said. “It’s my home. And the people 
are	my	family.	You	get	attached.	Park	
hosts, we rotate in and out, in and out, 
so there’s always a new face, a new 
friend.”
 Carver is a people person, she said, 
and one of her favorite aspects of the 
job	 is	 interacting	 with	 the	 guests	 of	
the	park	and	helping	them	enjoy	their	
time outdoors. Carver herself is and 
always has been an outdoorsy person, 
she	said.	Nature	played	a	major	role	in	
her family. 

	 “My	husband	and	I	raised	our	kids	
in the woods,” she said. “We camped, 
we	fished,	we	hunted	–	all	of	that	stuff.	
My	husband	taught	the	kids	how	pre-
cious nature is, how important it is. 
Yeah, I’d say I’ve always been a nature 
lover.”
 Now, Carver’s husband is disabled. 
Working	and	living	in	the	park	is	help-
ful because Carver is able to check on 
her husband and take care of him, all 
the	while	having	a	productive	career	
that she feels passionate about. The 
couple’s	 children	 and	 grandchildren	
often come to visit them at the park 
as well. It’s an ideal situation, Carver 
said, and she has no plans to leave any 
time soon. 
 In total, Carver has been a park 
host for 10 years. When asked if she 
had	 a	 favorite	 memory	 during	 that	
time, Carver had an immediate an-
swer:	The	day	she	received	the	Stars	
in the Park Award. 
	 “I	snatched	it	up,	got	in	the	car	and	
I cried all the way home,” she said. 
“It	was	my	‘Aha!’	moment.	I	know	I’m	
where I need to be, for the simple fact 
that they showed me that they love me 
just	as	much	as	I	love	them.	And	that	
was very special to me, very special.”
	 Carver	 never	 imagined	 when	 she	
signed	up	for	a	temporary	place	to	live	
all	 those	 years	 ago	 that	 she’d	 find	 a	
home, a family and a way of life that 
fits	her	more	perfectly	than	she	could	
have	 hoped	 for.	 Looking	 back,	 what	
she	 originally	 described	 as	 a	 fluke	
seems a little more like fate.
 “I love it out here,” she said. “It’s in 
my heart whether I’m here or not.” 

‘It’s in my heart’
Deer can be spotted throughout Ray Roberts Lake State Park.

Andres David Lopez

Oh ... deer!
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LRRETA members (from left) Maybeth Nunn, Leah Fry, Margaret Rabbit, Phyllis Monk and Rebecca Renshaw return to the Blue Stem campground 
after a trail ride.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          Amanda Mchenry
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By Amanda Mchenry
Contributing Writer
	 A	volunteer	group	of	horse	
enthusiasts	 is	 making	 a	 dif-
ference at Ray Roberts Lake 
State Park. 
 The Lake Ray Roberts 
Equestrian Trails Associ-
ation formed as a result of 
flooding	 that	 threatened	
to shut down the trail be-
tween	Elm	Fork	and	FM	428.	
It started out with around 
20	 people	 and	 has	 grown	 to	
around 135 members, presi-
dent	Linda	Moore	said.	
	 “It’s	 a	 great	 public-pri-
vate partnership because 26.5 
miles of trail with the number 
of personnel they have, is a lot 
to	keep	up	with,”	Moore	said.
	 LRRETA	 finished	 up	
work on a previous $165,000 
grant	 from	Texas	 Parks	 and	
Wildlife. Now they are start-
ing	work	 for	a	new	grant	 for	
$133,000 that will help them 
put	 in	 five	 day-use	 pens	 and	
pay for equipment for trail re-
pair and upkeep. There is also 
a	section	on	trail	erosion	to	fix	
two	spots	on	428.	
	 Preparations	 are	 going	
ahead	 for	 the	 five	 day-use	
stalls. The stalls will all be 
connected with one roof with 
shared	walls.	The	new	grant	
will also allow LRRETA to 
put in a much-needed rinse 
rack in the day-use area. It 
will	 be	 big	 enough	 for	 two	
horses. 
	 The	 current	 grant	 is	 also	
allowing	 the	 group	 to	 pur-
chase equipment needed 
to repair and maintain the 
equestrian trails at the park.  
The trail equipment includes 
the rental of two utility ter-
rain vehicles. They have also 
purchased chainsaws, pole 
saws, loppers and clippers. 
	 The	 previous	 grant	 al-
lowed	 the	 group	 to	 put	 in	 a	

bridge	to	repair	the	trail	that	
was	in	danger	of	closing	per-
manently. They were also able 
to	 purchase	 a	 large	 storage	
container and install wheel 
chair	 accessible	 mounting	
ramps. They added “horsepi-
tality”	 stations	 to	 encourage	
equestrians to clean up after 
their horses. 
 All new 3x3 painted 
signs	 with	 reflective	 decals	
that were concreted into the 
ground	 are	 in	 place	 in	 most	
of	 the	 park.	 	Moore	 said	 the	
signs	were	a	lot	of	work.	Part	
of the work was done by the 
Boy	Scouts	for	an	Eagle	Proj-
ect. LRRETA likes to involve 
youth and work with nonprof-
its. 
	 Eventually	 the	 signs	 will	
have	the	miles	listed	starting	
from the southern-most point 

to the northern-most point. 
They have not been able to 
put	in	the	signs	further	south	
where the trail is still closed 
because	of	the	previous	flood-
ing.
  “What we’d like to do once 
it’s all in is to GPS it and 
mark the coordinates on the 
posts,”	Moore	said.
	 LRRETA	 schedules	 regu-
lar work days and trail rides, 
but the weather has made 
that	 a	 challenge.	 The	UTV’s	
help them transport people 
and equipment to the trails so 
work can be completed.  
	 They	 have	 assigned	 trail	
stewards to different areas 
along	the	26.5	miles	of	trails.	
Stewards check the condition 
of	 the	 trails	and	Moore	coor-
dinates with the park super-
intendent	 for	 anything	 that	

needs to be done. 
	 “We	 have	 a	 good	working	
relationship with the park su-
perintendent,”	Moore	said.	
	 Park	 rangers	 have	 done	
training	 for	 the	 LRRETA	
members	like	learning	to	use	
a Dutch oven and GPS train-
ing.	
	 “We	all	enjoy	the	park	and	
we	try	to	be	good	stewards	of	
it,”	Moore	said.	
 LRRETA is open to any-
one even if they are not eques-
trians.	They	meet	at	6:30	p.m.	
the second Tuesday of the 
month at Ernesto’s in Pilot 
Point.	The	group	usually	tries	
to do two fundraisers a year 
to	supplement	grant	money.	
 The Texas Parks and 
Wildlife	 Department	 grants	
are not approved for camp-
grounds	so	other	fundraising	

is	 necessary.	One	 big	 goal	 is	
to provide electricity and wa-
ter to the pens. It is a costly 
project,	Moore	said.	All	gener-
ators have to be shut off by 10 
p.m. at the park, so the elec-
tricity would be helpful. 
 LRRETA has to do a 
match of around 20-25% for 
the	grants.	One	way	they	help	
pay it off is in sweat equity. 
Volunteers	 work	 at	 the	 park	
and	log	their	volunteer	hours.	
The labor is worth around 
$23	 an	hour,	Moore	 estimat-
ed. 
	 Moore	 said	 LRRETA	 is	
proud	to	have	brought	around	
$311,000 into the park.
 “We want to preserve 
the Western culture and the 
horse culture that’s up here 
that’s	made	this	area,”	Moore	
said.

Making a difference
LRRETA finishing 

up work on trail
at state park

Members of the Lake Ray Roberts Equine Trails Association show the sign for the Texas Parks and Wildlife Grant. 
Mounted from left to right are Margaret Rabbitt, Leah Fry, Rebecca Renshaw, Carol Nichols, Maybeth Nunn and 
Phyllis Monk.  Holding the sign are Averie Moore and Linda Moore.

Amanda Mchenry

‘We all enjoy the park and we try to be good stewards of it’
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By	David	Hausman
Contributing Writer
	 Fishing	at	Ray	Roberts	Lake	has	
been	 up	 and	 down	 this	 spring,	 just	
like the water levels. 
	 Above	 average	 spring	 rains	 have	
left	 the	 lake	 five	 feet	 above	 nor-
mal	 pool,	 leaving	most	 of	 the	 creeks	
around the lake out of their banks. 
That	has	made	it	quite	difficult	for	the	
folks that beat the banks for slab crap-
pie	to	find	many	fish.
	 Early	in	the	spring,	when	the	wa-
ter	 level	 was	 near	 normal	 pool,	 jigs	
and	minnows	would	catch	a	few	fish.	
Once the rains started, the only con-
sistent	 crappie	 fishing	 was	 in	 the	
main lake on brush piles and trees in 
about 25 feet of water.
	 The	largemouth	bass	fishing	real-
ly started to heat up early in the year. 

With	 the	 fish	 in	 a	 pre-spawn	 mode,	
jigs	and	spinner-baits	seemed	to	pro-
vide consistent bites. Once the rains 
started, the water turned muddy and 
the	fish	were	not	as	cooperative.	
 The white bass, or sand bass as the 
locals refer to them, were almost non-
existent	in	the	creeks	this	spring	–	at	
least	for	me.	We	caught	a	few	nice	ones	
during	the	Christmas	break	in	Buck	
Creek,	but	as	the	water	 levels	began	
to	fluctuate	with	 the	rains,	we	could	
not	get	them	to	bite.	
	 The	 catfish,	 however,	 have	 been	
there	for	the	catching	if	you	could	get	
onto	 the	 lake	 or	 find	 some	 current	
near the shoreline. 
 With each rain, the creeks have 
risen. When the creeks rise, the cat-
fish	move	in	against	the	current	look-
ing	 for	 food.	Once	 the	 current	 stops,	

Fishing success rises, falls
with fluctuating lake level

David Hausman caught this 9-pound black bass a few years ago on 
Buck Creek at Ray Roberts Lake. 
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they move back out towards the main 
lake.	The	mouths	of	creeks	are	a	good	
place	to	find	the	whiskered	fish	right	
now. Stink bait and shrimp are com-
monly used to catch them. Fresh-cut 
shad is another popular choice if you 
can	find	it.
	 As	the	summer	brings	a	halt	to	the	
rains,	the	fishing	should	get	more	con-
sistent and fall into the warm weather 
patterns.
 Crappie will be found in the deep-
water trees and brush piles with min-
nows	 and	 jigs.	 They	 will	 hold	 10-25	
feet	deep,	depending	on	the	conditions.	
If	 you	 don’t	 have	 a	 fish	 finder,	 drop	
your bait to the bottom, then move 
it up a foot at a time until you catch 
some	 fish.	 Yellow,	 white	 and	 char-
treuse seem to consistently put crap-
pie in the live well.
	 Largemouth	bass	should	be	consis-
tently	found	hanging	off	of	points	and	
deep-water humps. Early in the day, 
throw	some	top-water	baits	along	tree	
lines	and	grass.	There	are	not	a	lot	of	
things	that	will	get	your	blood	pump-
ing	 like	 the	strike	of	a	big	bass	on	a	
top-water bait.
	 Worms	 and	 jigs	 should	 find	 them	
later in the day as they move to the 

deeper and cooler water.
 June will always be my favorite 
month	to	bass	fish.	I	know,	that	seems	
strange	since	most	big	fish	are	caught	
in the pre-spawn months of Febru-
ary	 through	March.	However,	 it	was	
in	June	while	 I	was	fishing	with	my	
friend David Evans and my nephew 
Seth	 that	 I	 caught	my	biggest	 large-
mouth	 to	 date.	 A	 Carolina-rigged	
worm was the ticket that day, so now, 
every time I pass that secret spot, I 
throw	the	same	bait	in	there	–	just	in	
case	 another	 big	 fish	 is	 hanging	 out	
there.
	 Catfish	 should	 be	 good	 in	 deep	
holes	from	30-60	feet	during	the	sum-
mer. Be sure to hold on to your rods 
when	fishing	for	the	big	fish,	as	I	know	
of more than one rod that has been 
jerked	 from	a	boat	by	a	big	 catfish	–	
and it’s never the old, inexpensive one 
that takes the leap.
	 With	 the	 fluctuating	 water	 lev-
els, be careful out on the lake. Stumps 
that were underwater yesterday may 
suddenly be at prop level as the lake 
comes	back	down.	Wear	your	life	jack-
ets and hook up those kill switches. 
They are both tools that can save your 
life.

Fishing fortunes up, down
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By David Hausman
Contributing Writer
 When the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers	created	Ray	Roberts	Lake,	 it	
left a buffer area to provide for outdoor 
activities,	including	hunting.
	 There	 are	many	 types	 of	 hunting	
to	 be	 enjoyed	 by	 hunters,	 provided	
they have the required Annual Pub-
lic	Hunting	permit,	as	well	as	any	re-
quired licenses and stamps.
	 The	two	most	prominent	game	ani-
mals that hunters chase are waterfowl 
and	feral	hogs.
	 Duck	 hunting	 is	 by	 far	 the	 favor-
ite,	with	hunters	swarming	to	the	lake	
from all around the Dallas-Fort Worth 
area	 during	 the	 fall	 and	winter	 sea-
son.
	 Duck	hunting	is	often	a	hit	or	miss	
affair on this lake, as waterfowl num-
bers	 are	 either	 really	 good	 or	 really	
bad.	 The	 weather	 patterns	 through-
out	the	country	help	dictate	the	migra-
tion.	Ultimately,	the	only	way	to	find	

out	if	the	ducks	are	here	is	to	get	out	
and see for yourself.
	 Scouting	for	ducks	is	highly	recom-
mended	to	find	a	decent	spot;	however,	
there are a few places that will consis-
tently have at least a few ducks each 
year.
 If you hunt from a boat, or use a 
boat	to	get	to	your	spot,	you	can	scout	
on	your	way	in	from	the	morning	hunt.	
Be	 sure	 to	wear	 your	 life	 jacket	 and	
hook up your kill switch while oper-
ating	the	boat.	Another	tip	–	do	NOT	
wear	 your	 waders	 while	 you	 are	 go-
ing	to/from	your	hunting	spot.	Should	
you fall overboard for any reason, they 
could	fill	up	with	water	and	make	 it	
impossible	 for	 you	 to	 stay	 afloat.	 In-
stead,	 wear	 some	 insulated	 clothing	
under	 your	 life	 jacket	 and	 put	 your	
waders on once you arrive at your 
hunting	spot.
	 Teal	season	begins	each	year	with	
the	fall	migration	of	these	fast	flyers.	
Generally, the season runs for two 

Jason Bro-
cato held 
a limit of 
ducks he 
shot west 
of Tioga 
off  Indian 
Creek 
at Ray 
Roberts 
Lake with 
Rita by his 
side. 

David 
Hausman

Waterfowl, feral hogs
popular with hunters
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weeks in mid-September. If you can 
catch	 it	 just	 right,	 the	 hunting	 can	
be	 spectacular.	 Most	 days,	 however,	
it	 is	 simply	 watching	 another	 stun-
ning	sunrise,	but	it	beats	a	good	day	at	
work.
	 The	regular	season	generally	kicks	
off	 in	 November	 and	 runs	 through	
January.	 The	 mornings	 can	 be	 cold	
and the wind brisk, but the sunris-
es will match any you have ever seen. 
The	duck	numbers	will	vary	through-
out the year, but there are times when 
it will match any spot in the country – 
at least for an hour.
 Gadwall, mallards and teal are 
probably the most common ducks on 
the lake. Other puddle ducks such as 
widgeon,	pintail	and	spoonbills	could	
also make an appearance on your 
strap	sometime	during	the	season.	
 The most common diver on the lake 
is	 the	 ring-necked	 duck.	 Redheads,	
canvasback and an occasional less-
er scaup (aka bluebill) will also make 
their way to the lake. 
	 Occasionally	 a	 group	 of	 Cana-
da	 geese	will	 show	up	as	well.	More	

and	more	 of	 these	 birds	 are	 staying	
throughout	 the	 summer.	 These	 be-
come	 “local	 geese,”	 and	 they	 tend	
to	 attract	 a	 few	 migrators	 passing	
through	 each	 year.	 These	 geese	 now	
have	their	own	hunting	season	in	Tex-
as and many other states. Their spe-
cial	season	general	coincides	with	the	
early teal season each year.
	 Special	 waterfowl	 regulations	 ex-
ist	on	the	Corps	of	Engineer	land.	For	
example,	waterfowl	hunting	hours	end	
at noon each day of the season.
	 Hog	hunting	on	the	Corps	of	Engi-
neer	land	generally	runs	from	Febru-
ary	through	August.	It	varies	a	little	
bit,	but	basically	it	is	closed	during	the	
other	hunting	seasons.
	 The	 feral	 hogs	 are	 mostly	 noc-
turnal animals that can and do eat 
just	 about	 anything.	 As	 such,	 their	
numbers	 have	 grown	 out	 of	 control	
throughout	 the	 state,	with	Ray	Rob-
erts	 Lake	 and	 the	 surrounding	 area	
being	no	exception.
	 To	hunt	the	wild	hogs	will	require	
archery	 equipment	 only,	 as	 no	 fire-
arms are allowed to hunt them on 

Corps property.
	 My	 favorite	 way	 to	 hunt	 them	 is	
to	spot	and	stalk	them,	either	just	af-
ter	sunrise	or	just	before	sunset.	Keep	
the	 wind	 in	 your	 face	 and	 just	 ease	
through	 the	 thickets	where	 they	 are	
known to run, which is pretty much 
everywhere. They cannot see very 
well, nor can they hear well. They 
keep their heads down while they 
root	 around,	 and	 they	 make	 enough	
noise to cover the sound you will make 
walking	through	the	grass	and	trees.
 Their best defense is their nose. 
They can smell you from far away; 
that is why it is important to keep the 
wind in your face.
	 Hogs	come	in	all	sizes,	and	you	will	
usually	see	big	ones	and	little	ones	all	
mixed	 in	 together.	 The	 farther	 I	 get	
from	my	 truck,	 the	 smaller	 the	hogs	
I	 target	 become.	 Why?	 I	 don’t	 want	
to	 haul	 a	 big	 one	 that	 far	 out	 of	 the	
woods!
	 Dove	hunting	is	also	gaining	popu-
larity	around	the	lake.	However,	doves	
generally	roost	 in	trees	on	the	Corps	
land,	so	most	people	don’t	target	them	

there.	If	you	can	find	a	good	watering	
hole around the lake with some plants 
they	 are	 feeding	 on,	 target	 them	
there.	However,	most	people	find	pri-
vate property with milo, corn or wheat 
fields	to	get	a	good	number	of	dove.
 Rabbit and squirrel are also hunt-
ed around the lake. They are very fun 
to	hunt	and	taste	great	on	the	dinner	
plate.
	 Regardless	 of	 the	 game	 you	 are	
chasing,	be	sure	to	check	the	seasons	
and	the	limits	to	be	sure	you	are	being	
lawful.
	 The	regulations	on	the	Corps	land	
do not always match up with the state 
regulations,	so	pay	attention.
	 Also,	 be	 aware	 that	 many	 game	
birds and animals may not be hunted 
on	the	Corps	of	Engineer	land	around	
the	lake.	Your	public	hunting	booklet	
that will arrive in the mail when you 
buy	 an	 Annual	 Public	 Hunting	 Per-
mit will tell you the species that may 
be	legally	hunted	and	the	special	rules	
that may apply.

Hunters find range of game at Ray Roberts Lake
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By Abigail Allen
Staff Writer
 With the bid for the path renovation work for the 
Greenbelt	Park	awarded,	the	only	obstacle	standing	
in the way of a new section of trail is the weather.
 The Greenbelt Park has been closed since the 
heavy	rainfall	of	2015	caused	damage	to	the	trail.
	 “What	happens	is,	whenever	they	start	releasing	
water out of Ray Roberts to release into Lake Lew-
isville,	 it	 starts	backing	up	and	that’s	what	floods	
down closer to the 380 section,” said Daniel Rios 
with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department. 
 Once the new section of three miles of paved path 
is in place, the Greenbelt Park should be able to re-
open. 
	 “If	everything	goes	right,	they	should	be	starting	
late	summer,	early	fall,”	Rios	said,	adding	that	the	
company	repairing	the	trail	is	doing	work	on	the	Isle	
du Bois day-use area.
 That depends on the rainfall the area receives, 
however,	 because	 if	 Ray	Roberts	 Lake	 gets	 overly	
full	and	the	Army	Corps	of	Engineers	needs	to	re-

Plans finalized
for repairs to
Greenbelt trail

Daniel Rios, at left, leads the Texas Parks and Wildlife staff that cares for the Greenbelt Park 
park, which is comprised of Brenna Ceron and Brendon Mason.

Abigail Allen
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lease more water, the area could be 
flooded,	as	it	was	in	early	June.	
	 Having	 pavement	 should	 make	
a	 lasting	 difference	 for	 the	 walking	
trail, Rios said. The previous path ma-
terial,	 flex-base,	 proved	 problematic	
following	flooding.	
	 “When	 silt	 goes	 over	 it,	 it’s	 real-
ly hard to clean off because if you’re 
trying	to	scrape	 it	off	with	a	 tractor,	
you’re	 just	 going	 to	 be	 scraping	 off	
the rock as well,” Rios said. “So, we’re 
switching	 to	 an	actual	 concrete	 trail	
in that lower three miles, so whenever 
it	does	flood,	we’ll	be	able	to	open	it	up	
quicker.”
 The primitive equestrian trail will 

see	a	change	as	well,	but	it	will	be	less	
different	than	the	walking	path.
 “There’s one section we’ve actually 
moved over, so it should be a lot better 
for all of the equestrians that use it,” 
Rios said.
 That new section, which is for hors-
es and their riders, is within about 20 
feet of the previous route. 
 Because of the uncertainty of the 
weather,	 there	 is	no	specific	 timeline	
set for the Greenbelt Park construc-
tion to be completed, Ross said. A lot of 
rain could mean months of delays.
	 “If	 it’s	dry	enough,	they	should	be	
able to do it pretty quickly because it 
is	just	three	miles	of	a	concrete	trail,”	

Rios said.
	 Rios	is	hoping	reopening	that	sec-
tion of the state park will draw in area 
residents.
 “That section was kind of one of the 
main areas a lot of people from Denton 
actually	started	using,”	he	said.	
 The section is one that Rios cares 
about personally as well as profession-
ally.
 “That’s actually one of my favor-
ite areas because it’s pretty heavily 
forested down there, and there’s not a 
whole	lot	of	undergrowth,	so	it’s	a	lot	of	
really tall trees,” he said.
 Brenna Ceron, who has been work-
ing	with	Rios	for	about	nine	months,	

said she also admires the beauty of the 
trees.
 “They’re different than pret-
ty	much	anything	else	that	we’ve	got	
anywhere else on the park,” Ceron 
said.  
 As a seasonal employee, Brendon 
Mason	was	hired	to	work	for	the	park	
through	the	summer.	
	 He	said	he	enjoys	the	virtually	un-
touched	nature	of	the	greenbelt.	
 “I feel like there’s as much human 
traffic,	so	it’s	almost	that	you	can	get	
away	 from	all	 of	 the	 people	 and	 just	
have your own alone time and see na-
ture how it is,” he said. 

Greenbelt Trail due for work when water drops

By Abigail Allen
Staff Writer
 The Greenbelt Alliance of Denton 
County	is	a	group	of	people	who	dedi-
cate their time, abilities and resources 
to	find	ways	to	preserve	the	greenbelt	
as	a	mostly	wild	greenspace.	
 Within the last couple of years, the 
group	has	added	a	way	to	hold	an	an-
nual fundraiser that puts the spot-
light	on	the	state	park.	
 “We team up as GreenFest to raise 
funds	to	give	to	the	Parks	and	Wild-
life Department here, and we like that 
we’re able to keep it local,” Greenbelt 
Alliance representative Jackie Rust 
said. 
 The $9,877 donated by the associ-
ation	in	mid-June	will	go	toward	pro-
viding	permanent	dividers	for	a	bath-
room in the Elm Fork section of the 
state park. 
 GreenFest, which is held in April, 
started in 2018. It features a race 
along	the	Greenbelt	Trail.
 The course each year takes run-
ners	across	an	historic	landmark	reg-
istered	 with	 the	 state	 of	 Texas:	 the	
Elm	Fork	Bridge.	
 The proceeds from the race and ac-
companying	event	went	into	the	check	
presented to the park’s staff.
	 “We’re	 going	 to	 plan	 on	 doing	 it	
again	next	year,	and	the	idea	is	just	to	
keep	growing	the	event	and	support-
ing	 the	 Parks	 and	Wildlife	 and	 just	
showcasing	the	park,”	Rust	said.	

	 Helping	preserve	the	greenbelt	is	a	
passion of Rust’s. She is a runner and 
has	been	the	main	organizer	of	Green-
Fest both years.
	 “I	 live	near	the	greenbelt,	and	it’s	
one of my favorite places to train and 
run,” Rust said. 
 She wants to help retain the scenic 
nature of the space. 
	 “As	 everything	 grows	 in	 the	 area	
and	becomes	a	concrete	jungle,	it	will	

eventually be this central park of this 
area	where	people	can	go	to	be	in	na-
ture, and I want to keep it that way,” 
Rust said. 
	 Getting	 a	 donation	 of	 nearly	
$10,000 makes a difference for the 
park,	said	Mark	Stewart,	the	superin-
tendent of the Isle du Bois Unit of the 
Ray Roberts Lake State Park. 
	 “It’s	 been	 something	 we	 really	
needed support with at the restrooms 

down	 there,”	 he	 said.	 “The	 original	
stainless-steel ones were actually sto-
len	years	ago,	and	we	had	put	up	some	
wooden partitions temporarily.”
	 He	also	said	he	appreciates	the	in-
fluence	 of	 the	 Greenbelt	 Alliance	 in	
general.
	 “It’s	a	great	support	to	have	them	
out	 promoting	 our	 park	 and	 promot-
ing	the	things	for	people	to	do,”	Stew-
art said.

Group keeps
eye on future
of Greenbelt

Jackie Rust, second from the left, and other members of the Greenbelt Alliance presented a check for nearly 
$10,000 to Texas Parks and Wildlife representatives Chris True and Mark Stewart.

Abigail Allen
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By Andres David Lopez
Staff Writer
 Bluebird nest boxes at Ray Roberts 
Lake State Park became so weathered 
they	were	no	longer	water	proof.	
 When Josh Walworth heard about 
the issue, he took action.
	 “They	 were	 getting	 the	 chicks	 in	
the	 nest	wet,	which	 is	 not	 a	 good	 or	
healthy environment to raise bluebird 
chicks,” Walworth said. “With the fact 
that	I	was	raised	in	a	birding	house	– 
my	mom	is	a	huge	birder	and	bird	en-
thusiast	 –	 I	 saw	 it	 as	 a	 great	 oppor-
tunity	to	give	back	to	the	birds	of	the	
park.”
	 To	achieve	the	rank	of	Eagle	Scout,	
the	 highest	 rank	 available	 to	 boys	
and	girls	in	the	Scouts	BSA	program,	
a scout must lead others in a service 
project.
 This summer, several	Eagle	Scout-
hopefuls	have	planned	projects	bene-
fitting	Ray	Roberts	Lake	State	Park.	
Two	are	working	on	“catch	of	the	day”	
signs	for	visitors	fishing	on	Ray	Rob-
erts Lake. The state park provides 
area scouts a base to practice out-
door skills and learn about plants and 
wildlife.	The	Eagle	Scout	projects	al-
low	them	a	chance	to	give	back.	
 “Our troop has camped here almost 
every month for the last three years,” 
Walworth	 said.	 “It’s	 a	 great	 environ-
ment,	not	only	to	teach	younger	scouts	
to love the outdoors, but it’s also a 
great	opportunity	to	see	wildlife,	and	
we	do	orienteering,	swimming.	Over-
all,	it’s	just	a	fantastic	park	with	a	lot	
of opportunities.”
 Earlier this month, Walworth and 
10	fellow	scouts	ranging	in	ages	from	
11-17	put	together	40	bluebird	boxes	to	
replace ones at the Ray Roberts Lake 
State Park. They cut fence pickets to 
assemble each box. Walworth, who is 
homeschooled and lives with his fam-
ily	in	Krugerville,	paid	about	$190	for	
the materials out of his own pocket. 
 It took about four hours to build all 
40.	
	 “There	was	 some	great	delegation	
going	 on	 there,”	 Walworth	 said.	 “It	
was	 just	 awesome	 to	 see	 some	 new-
er scouts step up as leaders and watch 
them learn what we call the EDGE 
method, which is education, demon-
strate,	guide	and	enable.”	
	 The	nest	box	design	Walworth	used	
provides	 an	 opening	 mechanism	 on	
the side so park maintenance person-
nel can monitor them and clean them 
if necessary. 
	 “That	way	this	can	last	a	lot	longer,	
and we can use that hatch to keep our 

eyes on the chicks,” Walworth said. 
 Bluebirds are cavity nesters. Rath-
er than make their own nests, they 
use	 existing	 nooks	 and	 crannies	 in	
trees. The National Audubon Society 
promotes	installing	and	tending	blue-
bird boxes and credits them with help-
ing	 Eastern,	 Western	 and	 mountain	
bluebirds	recover	from	declining	pop-

ulations.  
 “They play an important role in a 
habitat	eating	bugs	and	keeping	down	
all those mosquitos and whatnot that 
drive so many Texans crazy,” Wal-
worth said.
	 After	he	earns	his	high	school	di-
ploma, Walworth plans to enroll in a 
fire	academy.	He	is	a	member	of	Scout	

BSA Troop 1811 and his scout master 
is Isle du Bois Unit Superintendent 
Mark	Stewart.
	 “Scouting	has	taught	me	a	tremen-
dous	amount	in	regard	to	leadership,”	
Walworth said. “It sets you up for suc-
cess and it teaches you how to attain 
that.”

Josh Walworth and fellow Boy Scout BSA members built 40 bluebird nest boxes for Ray Roberts Lake State 
Park as part of his eagle scout service project.

Andres David Lopez

Eagle Scouts give back to state park
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Texas	temperatures	soared	to	record	highs	last	
year, and staff at Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment	sites	handled	134	incidents	of	heat-related	ill-
nesses in visitors and their pets.

With	the	official	start	of	summer,	TPWD	experts	
are	sharing	their	top	six	heat	hacks	for	staying	safe	
in	the	outdoors	during	the	blistering	Texas	heat.

Here	are	the	top	six	heat	hacks	recommended	for	
park visitors.

Hydrate It’s important to drink at least 16 ounc-
es of water every hour in the heat to replenish your 
body	and	prevent	dehydration.	Don’t	forget	to	bring	
enough	for	your	four-legged	family	members	too.

Block the Rays	Apply	a	generous	amount	of	sun-
screen	or	sunblock	before	heading	outdoors.	Be	sure	
to reapply every couple of hours, and after swim-
ming	or	sweating.

Dress Smart	Wear	light,	loose-fitting,	breathable	
clothing;	 a	 hat,	 correct	 shoes,	 sunscreen	 and	 wet	
bandanas to keep you cool while in the sun. For pets, 
protect	paws	against	blistering	by	hitting	the	trails	
during	cooler	times	of	the	day	when	the	ground	isn’t	
hot	or	by	putting	booties	on	pets	to	help	shield	paws	
from	the	hot	ground.	Touch	the	pavement	or	ground	
with the back of your hand. If you cannot hold it 
there	for	five	seconds,	the	surface	is	too	hot	for	your	
dog’s	paws.

Stay Salty	 Food	 helps	 keep	 up	 energy	 and	 re-
place	 salt	 lost	 from	 sweating.	 Eating	 snacks	 such	
as	jerky,	granola,	trail	mix,	tuna	and	dried	fruit	is	
a fantastic way to nourish your body while on the 
trails.

Use the Buddy System Two brains are better 
than	one.	It’s	beneficial	to	have	someone	with	you	in	
hot conditions so you can look after each other on the 
trail.	With	high	temperatures	hitting	Texas,	heat-
related	 illnesses	 are	 common	and	having	 a	 friend	
around	 to	 help	 recognize	 the	 early	 symptoms	 can	
save	you	from	getting	sick.

Plan Ahead Study the map and have it with you. 
Average	hikers	move	at	2	miles	per	hour,	so	allow	
yourself	plenty	of	time	to	avoid	hiking	in	the	heat	of	
the	day.	Make	sure	to	rest	in	a	cool	or	shaded	area	to	
recover	from	the	heat	if	necessary.	It	is	also	a	good	
idea to let someone know your plan before you hit 
the trails and what time you should be back. That 
way, if you become lost, people know where to look.

For more information about heat safety, visit the 
TPWD website.

Parks	 are	 a	 great	 place	 to	 explore	 during	 the	
summer	and	there	are	things	happening	weekly	at	
the more than 90 Texas State Parks. For a full cal-
endar of state park events, visit the Texas State 
Parks	calendar	page	on	the	TPWD	website.

Find	 a	 park	 in	 your	 area	 at	 http.//texasstate-
parks.org.

Hack the heat
this summer Putting the community 
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C� e spend time with us
Unmatched natural scenery in every season
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Weddings • Showers • Special Events
Multiple venue options for private 

or corporate events
Horse & Hiking Trails

Located in Ray Roberts State Park/Jordan Unit
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