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By Abigail Allen
Managing Editor
 Offi cials from around the area 
gathered to break ground for the ex-
tension of the Dallas North Tollway 
from Celina up to Pilot Point and on 
to the Denton-Grayson County line.
 The project, more than a decade 
in the works, is estimated to take 
about two years and to create an eco-
nomic corridor along the roadway.
 “It’s going to be a really good 
thing for the community and bring 
a lot of economic development,” Den-
ton County Commissioner Hugh 
Coleman said. 
 The extension, which will start 
out with the frontage roads, will be 
about 7.7 miles long.

 The project will likely impact 
multiple cities along U.S. 377, he 
added. 
 “Hopefully we all manage the 
growth well and hopefully bring 
some industry,” Coleman said. “Not 
just houses. We need to bring jobs, 
lasting jobs as opposed to construc-
tion jobs.”
 A mix of retail, offi ce and light 
industrial options that draw custom-
ers and workers would be ideal, he 
said.
 “It can be more of a live, work and 
stay mentality, instead of putting 
people on the road,” Coleman said.
 Denise Morris, the Pilot Point 
Economic Development Corpora-
tion executive director, is optimis-
tic about the growth potential of the 
west side of the city with this project 
rolling through the area.
 “There’s still a ways to go,” said 
Denise Morris, the Pilot Point Eco-
nomic Development Corporation ex-

ecutive director. “It’ll open this cor-
ridor to our east, which has been 
very, very rural for a long time, so 
we’re excited about that opportunity 
and possibilities, and we’ll see how it 
all comes together.”
 Her counterpart in Celina, Alexis 
Jackson, also commented on the im-
portance of this connection to the 
greater Dallas area for the area. She 
also expressed appreciation for the 
way Denton and Collin counties have 
worked together on this. 
 “That just means that there’s 
more brain power, resources, energy, 
time, behind it,” Jackson said.
 Denton County Economic De-
velopment Director Michael Talley 
thinks the expansion “is really go-
ing to open it up for both Denton and 
Collin County.”
 “And we’re all about—Mr. Cole-
man always says, ‘A high tide raises 
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Neighbors get 
notice about 
wastewater plant

Tollway coming through

AISD increases 
substitute pay

Members of the Pilot Point Fire Department listen as Mayor Shea Dane-Patterson speaks at the Dallas North Toll-
way extension groundbreaking ceremony at the  Talley Ranch on Nov. 19.
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TxDOT plans 380 
meeting online

Area offi cials gather 
for DNT extension 
groundbreaking

By Abigail Allen
Managing Editor
 An application for a 
wastewater treatment 
plant in the city of Aubrey’s 
extraterritorial jurisdic-
tion, less than half a mile 
from the intersection of FM 
2931 and FM 428, has the 
surrounding property own-
ers concerned.
 The city was notifi ed 
along with the surrounding 
property owners, Aubrey 
City Administrator Mark 
Kaiser said.
 “I’m trying to fi nd out 
about it as well,” Kaiser 
said. “… It is not the city of 
Aubrey. I just was on the 
phone asking my engineers 
to assist me in getting more 
about it.”
 The Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality 
published a “notice of re-
ceipt of application and  in-
tent to obtain water qual-
ity permit” on Oct. 16 for 

the permit application it re-
ceived from Aubrey Plant 
on Aug. 24. 
 On Nov. 6, Robert 
Moehnke got a notice about 
the proposed wastewater 
treatment plant, as did his 
immediate neighbors.
 “Three of my other 
neighbors just got the word 
that they were going to put 
in this wastewater treat-
ment plant,” he added on 
Nov. 13. “… We just got a 
letter on it, and this is the 
fi rst that any of us have 
heard about it, and I’ve just 
got some concern about how 
this may go forward.”
 He referred to Sha-
ron Shelby of Dallas, who 
fought with the city of Pilot 
Point when it attempted to 
take her family’s property 
through eminent domain 
for its wastewater treat-
ment plant.

By Abigail Allen
Managing Editor
 Substitute teachers in 
Aubrey ISD will see a big-
ger paycheck thanks to a 
temporary pay increase the 
AISD trustees approved 
during their Nov. 18 meet-
ing.
 The bump in pay was 
proposed as a way to make 
the district more desirable 
for subs, which is a bigger 
challenge this year because 
of the risk of exposure to 
COVID-19, administrators 
said.

 “It’s just tough right 
now, because a lot of people, 
especially retired teachers, 
aren’t subbing like they 
used to,” Superintendent 
Dr. David Belding said. 
“They don’t want to be in 
and among the kids right 
now.”
 Dr. Shannon Saylor, as-
sistant superintendent of 
HR and student services, 
presented the recommenda-
tion to the school board.
 “[ESS] has done a pretty 

By Abigail Allen
Managing Editor
 A meeting about im-
provements to the stretch 
of U.S. 380 from I-35 to the 
Collin County line will go 
online Wednesday.
 Area residents will 
have the opportunity to 
look through the materi-
als available and to provide 
their comments about the 
presented plans.
 “The purpose of the 
study is to analyze poten-
tial roadway options for 
U.S. 380 in Denton County, 
including improving the 
existing alignment or uti-
lizing new alignments,” the 
public notice says. “Align-
ment options could require 
additional right-of-way to 
accommodate the project.”
 This is in addition to 

the widening work already 
planned for the highway 
that will expand it into a 
divided highway with fl y-
overs set for key intersec-
tions, including FM 720, 
Navo Road and FM 423.
 “The virtual public 
meeting materials will 
be posted to www.keep-
itmovingdallas.com/
US380DentonPM2 on 
Wednesday, Dec. 2, 2020 
and will remain available 
online through the com-
ment period deadline of 
Thursday, Dec. 17, 2020,” 
the public notice says. 
“If you do not have inter-
net access, you may call 
(214) 320-4469 between the 
hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, 
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Pilot Point players including Asten Kirby (8) are shrouded in confetti during a Bearcat send-off prior to last 
week’s win over Shallowater. Both the Bearcats and Chaps continue their playoff runs this week. See inside for 
details.                 JT Strasner/The Post-Signal

Off to victory

See HIGHWAY on Page 3A
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all boats,’” Talley said. 
“So, we think it will help 
both of us. It will take a 
while for it all to develop 
all around it.”
 The COVID-19 pan-
demic slowed economic 
growth for a little while, 
Talley said, “and then it 
did pick up.”
 During the ceremony, 
Coleman addressed the 
crowd, sharing pieces of 
the history of the project 
as well as the excitement 
about the potential the 
project holds. 
 “Typically, the lo-
cal governmental entity 
funds and builds the ac-
cess road, but we were able 
to convince the NTTA to 
go ahead and build it for 
us while the county paid 
for it, and I think that re-
ally helped,” Coleman said. 
“… And frankly, it was go-
ing to be their main road 
to maintain, so it was best 
that they have a lot of in-

put in building it.”
 He also talked about 
where the roughly $27 mil-
lion for the project came 
for, including a bond issue 
in the 2008 election.
 County Judge Andy 
Eads, during his turn at 
the podium, thanked Cole-
man “publicly for resisting 
the temptation to divert 
the funds, because you had 
to say no a lot.”
 “Mobility … really is a 
family value, so that you 
can get home to your fam-
ily and get home to the Lit-
tle League games, home 
to … a variety of things,” 
Eads said. “That improves 
the quality of life.”
 North Texas Tollway 
Authority Chairman John 
Mahalik and NTTA Di-
rector Pete Kamp talked, 
too, about the NTTA’s en-
thusiasm for the project 
and their gratitude for the 
partnerships that have 
been formed to make it a 

reality. 
 “That’s what this in-
dustry, especially, is all 
about, is partners,” Kamp 
said.
 She also talked about 
the way the tollway will af-
fect the surrounding area.
 “If you build it, they 
will come,” Kamp said. 
“And that’s going to hap-
pen right here. … So let’s 
continue this journey, 
and let’s make sure it’s all 
about partners.”
 Before introducing 
Pilot Point Mayor Shea 
Dane-Patterson and Ce-
lina Mayor Sean Terry, 
Coleman joked about his 
and his wife’s personal and 
professional connections 
to the two cities, which 
have been rivals in differ-
ent respects throughout 
the years.
 He joked that he felt 
like they “kind of brought 
them together like the Is-
raelis and the Palestin-

ians.”
 The mayors from both 
Pilot Point and Celina, 
Shea Dane-Patterson and 
Sean Terry, shared their 
thoughts about what the 
tollway extension will 
mean for their cities and 
focused primarily on 
working together. 
 Dane-Patterson, after 
joking about saying the ri-
valry is only about foot-
ball, said the Dallas North 
Tollway extension “will 
have an enormous eco-
nomic impact on the entire 
area.”
 “Without their strong 
leadership and financial 
commitment, none of this 
would be possible,” she 
said of the Denton County 
commissioners.
 Terry teased about 
making sure everything 
was orange and white from 
Celina north, but the ma-
jority of his comments 
were about the importance 

of working together.
 He also spoke to the 
value of being able to con-
nect faster in emergency 
situations for mutual aid.
 “It’s about these new 
partnerships and we’re go-
ing to continue to grow on 
that, and I look forward to 
that,” Terry said.

Property owners
 •Avex Properties
 •Celina Tollway 80 Part-
ners
 •Dynavest Joint Venture
 •First Leo Land Company
 •Four Seasons Ranch
 •Kremer Family Invest-
ments - The Bahamas
 •New Parkwood LP 
 •Old Celina, Ltd. - Rex and 
Sherese Glendenning
 •Platinum Tollway 528 
Partners Ltd.
 •Shula Netzer Real Estate 
Company
 •Talley Land Development
 •Texas Republic Realty

TOLLWAY Continued from Page 1A

Piot Point Mayor Shea Dane-Patterson takes a photo of Celina Mayor Sean Terry as he addresses the crowd at the Dallas North Tollway extension 
groundbreaking on Nov. 19.
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good job of recruiting peo-
ple, but we’re losing people 
to some higher paying dis-
tricts around us,” Saylor 
said.
 Sometimes the substi-
tute fill rate has been as low 
as 60-65%, with the aver-
age being in the low 70s. 
 She proposed a $5 in-
crease over Denton ISD’s 
rate for certified substitute 
teachers.
 “That can make us com-
petitive,” Saylor said. 
“We’re having a hard time 
finding long-term subs for 
positions for maternity 
leave. And then, you know, 
we’re talking about teach-
ers being quarantined for 
two weeks. We’d like to 
have certified teachers in 
those positions.”
 Aubrey ISD competes 
more with Denton, Ce-
lina and Prosper ISDs for 
subs than Pilot Point and 
Sanger, Saylor said.
 “When you compare us 
against what I would call 
our sister districts, which 
would be other 4As, 3As, 
we’re really strong, but if 
you compare us against 
the 6As and the other dis-
tricts that we end up kind 
of competing against be-
cause where geographi-
cally we are, that’s where 
we were behind,” Belding 
said. “And I think a couple 
of them even raised their 
sub rate pay going into this 
year.”
 The cost increase could 
be up to $75,000 more, Say-
lor said, “assuming [AISD 
increases the] fill rate to 
the mid- to high 90s.”
 She added that CFO Eric 
Hough has found ways to 
pay for that $75,000 dif-
ference from the same 
fund, which would not re-
quire any board-approved 
amendments to the budget.
 The budgeted amount 
was also based on previous 
need for substitutes, which 
she said was higher because 
of sporting events and 
other school-day activities 
that have decreased this 
year because of the pan-
demic, in response to board 
Vice President Jody Gonza-
lez’s question.
 “Will we really need 
that $75,000?” Saylor said. 
“I think that’s just to pro-
tect us, just in case, but it 
could very well be under 
that.”
 Trustee Colleen Dow 
asked whether the adminis-
trators believe the rate will 
go back down.
 “I didn’t want to insinu-
ate that it would be perma-
nent forever,” Belding said. 
“Part of this is, we can see, 
it’s almost like a case study. 
We had this particular pay 
rate up until this point of 
the year, and we change it, 
and what is the difference. 
We can see if that fill rate 
does go up, then the pay is 
making a difference.”
 Trustee Carlos Urqui-
dez inquired about the ad-
ditional ways the district 
works to make itself attrac-
tive to substitute teachers.
 “Tomorrow, there’s a 
sub that has never subbed 
in Aubrey, and not that we 
roll out the red carpet for 
them, but I know that in the 
schools that we geograph-
ically compete with, they 
generally never know who 
the principal is in the build-
ing,” Saylor said. “So we 
make sure that they meet 
the principal, the assistant 
principal, and some of them 
are shocked.”
 Board President Joey 
Saxon voiced his support 
with a concern as a caveat. 
 “I’m concerned that 
this might not be enough,” 
he said. “I know Denton is 
struggling every day, ev-
ery day, to get subs, so this 
is the least we can do to try 
to help.” 
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 He said he hopes he and his 
neighbors will be able to find a way 
to keep the wastewater treatment 
plant from being planted in their 
backyard.
 “It’s a way for developers to 
make money in addition to devel-
oping homes,” Moehnke said. “So, 
developers in the adjoining prop-
erties can tie into their wastewa-
ter treatment plant and they make 
a profit at all that, so it’s all about 
money, I’m sure, as the driving 
force.”
 From what he had discerned, 
Moehnke said, construction is 
planned to begin in December and 
the Mustang Special Utility Dis-
trict “is a part of it in developing 
or helping them develop this.”
 Mustang SUD did not confirm 
that.
 “[Our general manager] said 
that we do not have any involve-
ment in this project,” said Em-
ily Davis, the Mustang SUD pub-
lic relations assistant. “The appli-
cant is a private landowner/devel-
oper and, at this point in time, we 
do not have any contractual agree-

ments with them. Thus, we do not 
know any of the specifics.”
 If granted, the permit from 
TCEQ would allow for the con-
struction of a wastewater treat-
ment plant that could discharge 
up to 350,000 gallons of water per 
day into an unnamed creek.
 “That would go right through 
our property, because the creek is 
on my property and it’s on the ad-
joining neighbors’ to the east, Ar-
rowhead, and then to the east of 
that and then I think the neighbor 
to the east of that,” Moehnke said.
 Only the property owners 
whose land abuts the creek were 
notified, he said.
 “The goal is to try to alert other 
neighbors in the neighborhood so 
that we can come together as one 
voice to say we don’t want this in 
our backyard,” Moehnke said.
 Kaiser said although the plant 
itself has not been discussed in 
full detail, some of the names used 
for the related development have 
been Aubrey 54, Aubrey North 
and South, Aubrey South North 
and Springhill development.

 “We have had a couple of pre-
sentations and discussions with a 
developer that is looking to build 
two different tracts of land, one 
on 428 and one on 2931, and have 
been working with us to plat it, to 
coordinate eventual annexation 
into the city in what we refer to as 
a developer’s agreement,” Kaiser 
said. “That discussion has been 
going on, but then all of a sud-
den to receive notice that it’s hap-
pening and not finalizing some of 
these other plans has been a bit of 
a surprise.”
 Kaiser was apologetic about 
not having more information 
about the potential plant toward 
the neighbors likely to be affected 
if the plant is built about the way 
this happened and said, “I don’t 
like to work that way.”
 “It is and has been at least a 
concept,” Kaiser said of the waste-
water treatment plant. “This has 
still been a concept, which is why 
it’s been a bit of a surprise that 
it’s being applied for now without 
working with us closer.”
 The map can be seen at bit.

ly/370yMBX, and a copy of the 
original application is on file at the 
Aubrey Area Library.
 A call to Nathan Thompson 
of Peloton Land Solutions, who 
is listed as a contact on the TCEQ 
application, was not returned by 
press time.

The map available on the Texas 
Commission on Environmental 
Quality shows the location of the 
proposed wastewater treatment 
plant.
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to ask questions and ac-
cess project materials dur-
ing the project development 
process.”
 The meeting is part of 
the feasibility study for the 
planned improvements, ac-
cording to the public meet-
ing notice. 

 Area residents who want 
more information can con-
tact the project manager, 
Stephen Endres, at 214-
320-4469 or stephen.en-
dres@txdot.gov.
 Comments can be pro-
vided through sending pa-
per mail to TxDOT Dallas 

District Office, 4777 E. U.S. 
80, Mesquite, TX 75150-
6643, by phone at 833-933-
0435 or through emailing 
Endres.

“Responses to written 
and verbal comments re-
ceived will be available on-
line at www.keepitmoving-

dallas.com/US380Den-
tonPM2 once they have 
been prepared,” the notice 
says. “All comments must 
be received on or before 
Thursday, Dec. 17.”

 The holidays, especially 
Thanksgiving, are a chance 
to pause and reflect on what 
we have to be grateful for.
 This morning, I got an 
email that had this sugges-
tion: “I am grateful for ev-
erything in my life that I 
once asked for.” 
 When I read that, a 
few things came to mind 
quickly. My husband, our 
kids and our little dog. 
Having one of my sisters 
and her children live within 
walking distance  of me. A 
wonderful extended family. 
A great community to raise 
my children in. The chance 
to work for a small, locally 
owned newspaper, cover-
ing small but growing com-
munities that I love spend-
ing my time in. And for the 
readers who support this 
newspaper.
 I grew up in Hamilton, a 
small town that Pilot Point 

reminds me of. 
 I grew up know-
ing the people 
around me and be-
ing known by them, 
and the mother of 
one of my class-
mates was the re-
porter who would 
come up to almost 
all of the school 
events and snag our 
photos when we did 
well. 
 When I was speak-
ing with a reader in Cross 
Roads recently, she men-
tioned loving that our 
paper highlights kids 
throughout our area and 
what they’re accomplishing 
in school activities. 
 Getting to be part of 
that is something I’m 
thankful for. 
 I’m also grateful to my 
parents who taught me to 
seek out answers and to 

love learning, 
something I use 
daily in my pro-
fession and that 
I’m trying to pass 
on to my kids. My 
mother, particu-
larly, was one of 
my biggest influ-
ences in this re-
gard, teaching me 
to think about ab-
stract ideas. We 
would spend hours 

talking about topics includ-
ing faith, interpersonal re-
lationships, science, goals 
and education. It was her 
birthday recently, and 
while I’m sad I couldn’t 
spend it with her and my fa-
ther, I’m grateful my sib-
lings, our families and I 
could come together virtu-
ally to celebrate together.
 Thinking about my 
hometown also brings to 
mind all of the incredible 

teachers I had as I grew up. 
 I’m grateful for my 
band director who taught 
me both a love of marching 
band and an understanding 
of leadership, my English 
and history teacher who 
taught me the value of life 
experiences and the abil-
ity to think for myself, and 
many more who touched my 
life. I’m equally grateful to 
the professors I had in col-
lege and the teachers my 
girls have had for their in-
fluence and hard work. 
 The people we interact 
with and the impressions 
they make on us are the 
things that really matter. 
Those are the things for 
which I am most grateful 
this year and every year. 
 Abigail Allen is the 
Managing Editor. She can 
be reached at aallen@post-
signal.com.

BAPTIST 
 Calvary Baptist Church. Northeast of The Square on Jefferson Street, Pilot Point. Pas-
tor Roger Greer. 686-2274. www.calvarypilotpoint.org. Sunday Bible study fellowship, 
9:30 a.m.; morning worship service, 10:45 a.m.; youth Bible study, 6 p.m. 
 First Rock Fellowship. 201 North Cherry. Rev. Christopher Walden, pastor. 940-365-
2445. Sunday: 8:30 a.m., 11 a.m. 
 First Baptist Church, Krugerville. U.S. 377S. Rev. Sam Redfearn, Pastor. Sun. School, 
9:45 a.m. Sun. worship, 11 a.m. Sun. evening worship, 6 p.m. Tuesday Bible Study, 7 
p.m.,  Wednesday, AWANAS & 24/7, 6:30 p.m. fbckrugerville.com.
 Bethel Baptist Church of Pilot Point, 210 E. Main. Pastor Buddy Garland (903-429-
3661). Sunday School 9:30; morning worship 10:30; evening 6 p.m. 
 Friendship Baptist Church. 220 S. Ray Roberts Parkway, Tioga. Rev. Justin Elwell, 
Pastor. Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.; Sunday worship, 10:45 a.m.; Bible study Wed., 7-8 
p.m.; 940-437-2000.
  Green Valley Baptist Church, 9901 FM 428, Aubrey; Pastor, Ronnie Allen. Services: 
10:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Sunday; 6:30 p.m. Wednesday. Phone: 469-688-5706, www.
greenvalleybaptistchurch.org. 
 Midway Church, 9540 U.S. 377 Pilot Point TX 76258. Midway Church exists to inspire 
people to Live Fully For God. Without God we struggle to make sense of life, but God’s 

n is t  i e us  i e erfl in  ith  n  e e  Th t s h  e re here  t  nne t 
people to the source of life through inspirational worship, relevant messages, and con-
nection with a group of people who totally get where you are in life.
 New Hope Baptist Church, Cross Roads, U.S. 377. Worship: Sundays at 11 a.m. 
www.newhopeaubrey.com
 Countyline First Baptist Church. 512 E. Walcott, Pilot Point. Rev. B.W. McClendon, Jr., 
pastor.  686-2098.
 Antioch Baptist Church. FM 428W and FM 2931. V. Barry Mathis, pastor. 365-3521. 
Sunday services: Morning Worship, 10:45 a.m.; Evening Worship, 6 p.m.
 Mt. Carmel Baptist Church. 27260 FM 121, Tioga. Pastor, Daniel Tanguma. Sunday 
School, 10 a.m. Sunday worship, 11 a.m., AWANA 4:30 p.m.
 Mountain Springs Fellowship Bible Church, 14777 S. FM 372, Mountain Springs. 
James Reid, Pastor. Fellowship time 10 a.m.; Sunday worship, 10:30 a.m. 940-395-2777.
 Mt. Zion Baptist Church. 1940 CR 203, Collinsville. Tony Norman, Pastor. 940-393-
6821. Sunday School 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.; Wed. Bible Study 7 p.m. 
 St. James Baptist, Pilot Point. Rev. John Ross, pastor.
 Mustang Baptist Church.13335 Mustang Road. Coach G.A. Moore, Jr., Pastor. Sun-
day School 9:30 a.m.; worship service 10:30 a.m. www.mustangbaptist.org

APOSTOLIC FAITH
 New Testament Church of Jesus Christ. 535 E. Walcott St., Pilot Point. John A. Wil-
liams. pastor. 686-5022. Sun. School, 9:30 a.m. Sunday; worship, 11 a.m., 3 p.m. 

CATHOLIC 
 St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church. 925 N. Charcut., Pilot Point.  686-2088. Mass 
schedule: Saturday, 5 p.m.; Sunday, 8 a.m., 11 a.m., 12:45 p.m. (Spanish). Confessions 
heard Saturdays, 3:15 p.m.-4:15 p.m.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
 Church of Christ. 426 S. Jefferson, Pilot Point. 940-293-5620. Craig Tullis, minister. 
Sun. worship 10:45 a.m., Sun. Bible class 9:45 a.m. Wednesday. Bible class 7:00 p.m.
 Church of Christ, Tioga, Gene Autry Drive. Sun. school, 9:30 a.m. Sun. worship, 10:30 
a.m.

CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
 Grace Point Nazarene Church. 611 E. Liberty, Pilot Point. Sundays 10 a.m. Rev. 
Dwayne Edwards, pastor. Website: gracepointnaz.net. Email: pastordwayne@grace-
pointnaz.net. 760-518-6732.

CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST
 Church of God in Christ. West Walcott, Pilot Point. Elder M. L. Johnston, pastor. Sun-
day worship, 10 a.m.; 6 p.m.

CHRISTIAN 
 First Christian Church. North Main Street, Aubrey. 940-367-3591. Pastor, John Clay, 

st r eri n net   h e   un  h    
Sunday worship, 11 a.m.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
 Cowboy Country Chapel. McKinney and Morrison Streets, Pilot Point. Rev. Carl 
Smith, pastor. 686-0067. Sunday worship, 10:45 a.m., Sunday night Bible study, 5 p.m., 
Wed. prayer meeting, 6-7 p.m. 
 Aubrey First Assembly of God. Cole Perkins, pastor. 580-583-5812.
 Tioga Community Church, 501 Cutler Street, Tioga. Mark Arrington, senior pastor, 
903-821-7152. Sunday School, 9:30 a.m. Sunday. worship, 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m. Wednes-
day. Bible studies begin at 6:30  p.m.

METHODIST 
 First United Methodist Church, 217 S. Church Street, Pilot Point. (940) 686-2338. Rev. 
Cynthia Kennedy, pastor. pilotpointfumc@gmail.com. www.pilotpointfumc.org. Sunday 
School, 10 a.m., Sun. worship, 11 a.m., Youth Group, Sun. 6 p.m.  
 Tioga United Methodist Church. Porch Street, Tioga. Rebecca Grogan, senior pastor. 
Sunday School, 9 a.m. Sunday worship, 10 a.m.
 Aubrey First United Methodist Church. 113 W. Plum, one block west of Main. Joseph 
Baker, pastor. 940-365-3024. Sunday: youth and adult classes, 9:45 a.m.; worship, 11 
a.m.; fellowship following worship.
 Bethel Methodist Church of Denton County (an Independent Methodist Denomination) 
3126 FM 2931, Aubrey. Sunday school 10 a.m., Sunday worship 11 a.m. 409-543-8444, 
Website: www.betheldenton.com.
 Grace Chapel. 14632 Fishtrap Rd. Traditional worship, 9:30 a.m. Modern worship, 
10:45 a.m. 940-440-6626. www.grace380.org.
 Oak Grove United Methodist Church, FM 720W south of U.S. 380, Aubrey. Rev. Don 
Kirsch, pastor. 940-365-3027. Sunday School, 9 a.m. Sunday worship 10 a.m.

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 Green Valley Community Church. FM 2153, Aubrey, 940-440-9469. Wendell Lillard, 
pastor; James Grider, youth minister. Sun. School, 10 a.m. Sunday worship, 11 a.m. 
 Faith Assembly 700 N. Harmon, Aubrey. Clarence and Patricia Dalrymple, Pastors. 
Sun. School, 9:30 a.m., Sun. 10:45 a.m. and 6 p.m., Wednesday 6 p.m. 940-365-9360. 
 Covenant Church, Cross Roads. Service times Sunday, 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. www.
covenantcrossroads.org. 940-365-1395.
 rnerst ne hur h  u re     ne r ust n  ter  e  u re  
Sunday, prayer, 10 a.m., worship, 10:30 a.m.; Thursday, Bible study, 7 p.m. Pastor: Dan 
Franke, pastorfranke@ccaubrey.com. www.ccaubrey.com. 
 Restoration Cowboy Church. 910 U.S. 377S, Aubrey. Pastors Rod and Alicia Parker. 
Service times, Sunday, 10 a.m., Wednesday, 7 p.m. www.RestorationCowboyChurch.
org.
 Aubrey Country Church. 3000 Rock Hill Rd, Aubrey TX 76227. Dewayne Brawner, 
Pastor. Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. 
 Unity Spiritual Center of Denton (Positive, Practical Christianity). 6071 New Hope 
Road, Krugerville, TX 76227. 940-367-1826. www.unitydenton.org

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
 Pilot Point Seventh-Day Adventist, 990 W. Walcott, Pilot Point. Wed. prayer meeting, 
7 p.m. Sat. church service, 9:15 and 11 a.m. 940-239-2533.

Church 
Directory

- Fast & Easy Loans on Anything of Value -

WE ALSO BUY
Gold & Silver Jewelry & Coins!

New customer 14-Day Interest Free Loan
(Mention this ad)

1125 E University,  Ste. 107, Denton, TX 76209
[940] 808-0009

Nicholas G. Simmel
Nicholas (Nick) G. Simmel, age 70, 

of Pilot Point passed away at his home 
in Pilot Point on November 14, 2020.  
He was born to Henry and Claire Tscho-
epe Simmel on January 28, 1950, in 
Pilot Point. He was a proud Marine 
and served in the Vietnam War. Nick 
married Connie Chandler on February 
26, 1972.  

Nick is survived by his son, Chris and his wife Les-
lie of Valley View; daughter, Tiffany Robinson and 
husband Kyle of Pilot Point; grandchildren Skylar 
Simmel, Rowdy and Reese Robinson; brothers, Clif-
ford Simmel and wife Lola of Arlington, Matt and 
wife Patty of Denton; sisters, Gerry Tischler of Round 
Rock, Kathy Whitley and husband Jerry Don of Pilot 
Point.  

He is preceded in death by his parents, Henry, and 
Claire; two sisters, Patricia Simmel and Ruth Boyd; 
and son, Nicholas Joseph Simmel.

An inurnment service will be held Saturday, No-
vember 28, 2020, at St. Thomas Aquinas Cemetery at 
1 p.m. with military honors. Online condolences may 
be shared at www.slaymemorialfuneralhome.com 

In lieu of fl owers donations may be made in Nick’s 
honor to Vaughn-Walling American Legion Post 550 
at 905 Foundation Drive, Pilot Point, Texas 76258

Arrangements are under the direction Cindy Slay 
and Slay Memorial Funeral Center, Pilot Point.

OBITUARIES

OPINION

Editor has a lot to be thankful for

ABIGAIL 
ALLEN

Hay thanks
Decorated hay bales line the street down Strittmatter Road, including one with encouraging donations to Shep-
herd’s Storehouse, a Pilot Point-based nonprofit that distributes food and other necessities to area residents in 
need.

Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal
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Did we grab your attention?
We have your 

customers’ attention, too.

To advertise in The Post-Signal, 
email aallen@postsignal.com.
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 (EDITOR’S NOTE: This 
piece was submitted to us 
as a first-person narrative. 
While that’s not usually 
a style we use at the Post-
Signal, we are happy to 
give the story of this family 
a platform.)

By Teri Snowden
Contributing Writer
 This is a story about 
gratitude for a gift given 
by a hero. The characters 
in this story are Sam “Tay-
lor” Waters, 32, and Randy 
Jones, 63. 
 Randy Jones is mar-
ried to my sister, Darla Gee 
Jones, and they have two 
daughters, Randi, who is 
married to Sam Waters, 
and Kristin; a son, Freddy; 
and six grandchildren. He 
is the son of Freddy Jones 
and the late Dorothy Red-
fearn Erwin, both from Au-
brey, and owns Jones Con-
struction. He is a lifelong 
resident of Aubrey. 
 Randy is one of those 
guys that attaches a 
winch to his truck to help 
stranded motorists in an 
ice storm. He loves hanging 
out in the roping pen and 
taking his pontoon boat out 
on the lake to fish. Randy 
has a slow, southern drawl 
and an easy manner that 
draw people to him. He is 
country to the core.
 Sam Waters (some call 
him Taylor, but for the sake 
of this story, we’re calling 
him Sam) graduated from 
Eastland High School in 
2006 and married Randi, 
in 2016. They live in East-
land and have three sons. 
 He is the epitome of a 
family man and loves noth-
ing more than spending 
time with his wife and sons, 
whether it be at the arcade, 
carving pumpkins or shoot-
ing potatoes out of a tube 
and into the lake. Sam ex-
udes love and affection, has 
a contagious laugh, and is 
truly one of the good guys 
of today.
 Now you’ve been intro-
duced to these two men, 
here’s their story.
 Randy began battling 
high blood pressure when 
he was in his 20s and as he 
aged, it silently damaged 
his kidneys. In April, rou-
tine bloodwork revealed 
a potential problem. Al-
though he was asymptom-
atic, he was referred to a 
nephrologist in Plano. 
 Additional tests were 
performed, and he was told 
he was in Stage 4 kidney 
failure. His kidneys were 
working at 16% and declin-
ing, and soon would be too 
damaged to keep him alive. 
 He was given two op-
tions: dialysis treatments 
for three days a week/four 
hours at a time, or a kid-
ney transplant. The dial-
ysis would tremendously 
limit his active lifestyle, so 
they were referred to Dal-
las Medical City Transplant 
Institute for consultation.
 In Dallas, they learned 
over 100,000 people were 
on the waiting list for a kid-
ney from a deceased donor, 
and the average wait time 
was five years for such a 
match with Randy’s Type O 
positive blood. 
 A living donor seemed 
to be the best solution, but 
Randy is a proud man who 
would never ask a family 
member or a friend to con-
sider donating a kidney to 
him. This is when my sis-
ter turned to social me-

dia in a desperate plea for 
help for “a man with a huge 
heart that has always been 
a giver, not a receiver.”
 The plea was difficult 
for her to write and very 
uncomfortable for Randy 
to see posted. They were 
totally unprepared for the 
number of responses from 
friends and family. Despite 
the number of volunteers, 
the transplant center would 
only process three living 
donor applicants at a time. 
 In the meantime, Ran-
dy’s kidney function con-
tinued to decline at an 
alarming rate. He was run-
ning out of time.
 The first three to test 
were Randy’s sister, Kris-
tin and Sam. To everyone’s 
amazement, two of the first 
three fit the preliminary 
criteria for a donor. Testing 
continued for cross-match-
ing, and Sam was a perfect 
match.
 “I wanted to do what I 
could to help,” Sam said. 
“Randy and Darla have al-
ways been there for us in 
times of need, and I just 
felt like this was the right 
thing to do.”
 He wanted to help, not 
so he would be called a hero, 
but so he could “do some-
thing good with [his] life 
and do what [he believes] 
in:  helping someone in 
need.” 
 “I believe God had this 
planned for my life. I had 
my worries, trust me, but 
overall, I was not willing to 
not do this. It was my call-
ing to help serve a brother 
in Christ who also happens 
to be my father-in-law…,” 
Sam said. “Randy would do 
the same for any of us, and 
he has done countless acts 
of good for many people.”
 Sam and Randy un-
derwent many tests that 
spanned several months to 
ensure they were healthy 
and compatible enough to 
be a donor and a recipient. 
 However, the hero in 
this story is also human. 
He had worries not only for 
himself but also for Randy, 
who by this time was expe-
riencing swelling and ex-
treme fatigue. 
 He also had concerns 
about his job as a driver/op-
erator with Flying A Pump-
ing Services out of Albany, 
Texas. Working in the vol-
atile oilfield industry has 
been rough for the past 
year. Taking time off from 
work was a major stress and 
caused a lot of anxiety for 
Sam.
 “I worked and tried to 
get as many hours as I could 
before the operation to help 
with my downtime and 
cover being out. I worked 
a lot of late days as much 
as I could,” he said. “My 
work can be very demand-
ing. With everything going 
on [in the oilfield industry] 
and our transplant coming 
up, I felt drained every day, 
physically and mentally.”
 Becoming a “one-kidney 
man” frightened him, but 
he learned living donors 
were automatically placed 
on the donor recipient list if 
ever in need of an organ. 
 That eased his anxieties 
to a great degree.
 “My mind was con-
stantly moving, and [I was] 
thinking of every outcome 
that could possibly hap-
pen,” he said. “But prayer 
is a powerful thing, and I 
prayed constantly for this 
and for God to help with my 

decision.”
 Oct. 27 at 6:16 am—
Sam’s wife, Randi, posted 
on social media:
 “Today’s the big day. 

My selfless, handsome hus-
band is donating his kid-
ney to my dad … only God 
could line up everything 
perfectly. I’m excited for 

my dad to finally feel bet-
ter than he has in years, 
but I would be lying if I said 
I wasn’t scared. The two 
most important men of my 
life are going into surgery 
basically at the same time. 
Y’all, the love of my life is 
giving my dad the gift of 
life. It’s mind-blowing.”
 The new kidney started 
functioning quickly after 
being connected to Randy’s 
body. Sam was released 
to go home the following 
day, sore and minus a few 
pounds. 
 Randy stayed in ICU un-
til late Thursday afternoon 
and was released from the 
hospital on Friday after-
noon. He came home with 
37 pills, including anti-re-
jection medications, and 
instructions to live life in 
quarantine as his immune 
system was intentionally 
“killed” while his body ac-
cepted the new kidney. 
 His blood pressure is 
better than it has been in 
years, and his new kidney, 
Sam’s kidney, is working 
great. 
 Thankfulness is de-
scribed as a feeling of grat-
itude or appreciation – of 
being aware of and appre-
ciative of a benefit or gift. 
 Darla posted about how 
thankful she was, too, for 
their family, friends and 
church families. 
 Sam expressed his grat-
itude for Randi’s sup-
port. He also commended 
the Facebook group “Liv-
ing Kidney Donors” and its 
6,000-plus members for the 
support and information 
they provided. 
 “They are a great bunch 
of people of all ages that 
helped with many questions 
I had,” he said. “They all 
have stories that are just 
amazing, and I was very 
blessed to find the group. If 
you want to donate [an or-
gan], I encourage [you] to 
join.”
 Sam chronicled his jour-

ney as a kidney donor on 
Facebook, complete with 
photos of the kidney that 
was donated and a warning 
for those with weak stom-
achs to look away. 
 He says he has learned a 
lot from the experience, in-
cluding the fact that our 
bodies and technology in 
the medical field are both, 
as he says, amazing. 
 Sam hopes sharing his 
journey will inspire others 
to consider becoming a liv-
ing donor.
 “I encourage others to 
donate. It is a great feeling 
and a once-in-a-lifetime op-
portunity to save another 
life. To see and be a part of 
this miracle happening is 
just amazing,” he said.
 If you find it in your 
heart to offer a gift of life 
to someone in need, please 
visit MedicalCityHospital.
com/LivingDonor or an-
other transplant center and 
learn more about becoming 
a living donor. You will find 
a large amount of informa-
tion and educational videos 
on these websites as well as 
an application to submit as 
a potential donor.
 Candidates who may 
need a kidney transplant 
must first complete a trans-
plant application. Most pa-
tients with kidney disease 
are referred to a trans-
plant center. Many others 
choose to initiate the trans-
plant process themselves 
by downloading the appli-
cation or calling the trans-
plant center.
 Last year, more than 
7,300 people became living 
organ donors. According 
to the National Foundation 
for Transplants, 109,000 
patients are currently on 
the transplant waiting list, 
of which 95% need a kidney 
or liver. As of writing this, 
there are 747,000 Ameri-
cans facing end-stage renal 
disease and 524,000 are on 
dialysis.

Thanksgiving for heroes
Man gives kidney to father-in-law, 

encourages others to donate

Donations facts at a glance
 Types O negative and O positive blood are in high demand, 
according to the American Red Cross. Only 7% of the popula-
tion are O negative; however, the need for O negative blood is 
the highest because it is used most often during emergencies. 
The need for O positive blood is high because it is the most 
frequently occurring blood type (37% of the population). The 
universal red cell donor has Type O negative blood.
 Patients with Type O blood can only get a kidney from 
someone with Type O blood.

A chance to help
 A Providence Village man who is Type O negative, Christo-
pher Hayes, is seeking a living donor. Those interested in con-
necting with him or wanting to sign up to be a living donor may 
call 214-820-4438 or visit www.livingdonordallas.org. 

Randy Jones, left, stands with his son-in-law Sam Waters 
before the two go into surgery. Jones was the recipient of a 
healthy kidney from Waters. 

Courtesy of Teri Snowden
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By Abigail Allen
Managing Editor
 One Lake Kiowa woman will 
again take the stage at the Garage 
Door Theater to share her love of 
a classic actress.
 Lee Skinner, who performed 
“Katharine Hepburn - Through 
Her Eyes” in the theater in 2018, 
has added more material to the 
play in which she acts as the lead-
ing lady with her distinctive 
style, voice and mannerisms.
 “I always, growing up, always 
loved her films,” Skinner said. 
“And her independence, she was 
a woman ahead of her time, and I 
kind of like to be different, I don’t 
want to be the norm, and so I can 
identify with wanting to be that 
way.”
 And one of Skinner’s favor-
ite random compliments was be-
ing told by a stranger that she 
strongly resembled Hepburn.
 In the ’80s, Skinner wrote a 
letter to the actress. 
 “She wrote me back a note, 
which is on the stage, too, because 
that’s part of my setup,” she said.
 The play is set in 1982, and 
Skinner is hoping to get it to 
about an hour in length. 
 “She talks about the good, 
bad and the ugly,” she said. “She 
talks about people. I thought that 
for the interest for the audience, 
name dropping or place dropping, 
concept dropping, would keep the 
interest up and then a lot of the 
whole script are her words.”
 Audience members watching 
will get a warning: Don’t assume 
it’s over when Hepburn leaves the 
stage. There’s a surprise in store 
there.

 The one-woman part of this 
one-woman play is no exaggera-
tion.
 “I provide everything — all 
the props, the background, the 
whole stage setup,” Skinner said. 
“I’m the director, I’m the actor, 
I’m the producer, I’m the set de-
sign, I’m the costume design.” 
 She and Production Manager 
Monica David chuckled.
 “She makes my job easy,” Da-
vid said.
 Skinner said she’s thrilled to 
come back to the stage in Pilot 
Point.
 Her work, which she took 
around six months to write the 
first time and has since added to, 
serves as “a memory of the olden 
time theater.” She hopes her audi-
ence has fun watching it, too.
 “She has some clever words 
and criticisms, and I’ve used 
them,” Skinner said of her sub-
ject.
 The play, which will be per-
formed only once on Dec. 5, will 
also be available to watch online.
 “I’ve wanted to livestream 
some of the other performances, 
but we couldn’t get the rights to 
do it,” Production Manager Mon-
ica David said.
 That online link is set to work 
only once, as well, which will stay 
good until Jan. 9.
 And the work is copyrighted, 
which means viewers at home 
shouldn’t record it or take pic-
tures, either.
 In the theater, attendees are 
still being asked to wear masks, 
and the seating is limited to allow 
for social distancing.
 To buy tickets, either in-per-
son or virtual, visit garagedoor-
theater.org.
 “This theater has just blos-
somed since I first started coming 
here,” Skinner said. “It’s just so 
awesome.”

Around Town
AEF holds 
online fundraiser
 The Aubrey Education Founda-
tion will be having their only fun-
draiser online this year through 5 
p.m. Nov. 28 via the Aubrey Educa-
tion Foundation Facebook live page.
 Proceeds from the auction go 
towards teacher grants, student 
scholarships and literacy programs. 
Some of the auction items include 
autographed items, boutique items, 
gift cards, gift baskets, a Yeti cooler 
and more.
 For more information, call 940-
668-0060 or email aubreyef@
gmail.com.

Community library 
offers fine forgiveness
 During the months of November 
and December, the Pilot Point Com-
munity Library is partnering with 
the Shepherd’s Storehouse of Pilot 
Point to accept canned or non-per-
ishable food items for fines. Bring 
one item for every dollar owed for 
overdue items. The library will also 
take any food donations from com-
munity members. All food collected 
will be donated to the Shepherd’s 
Food Bank. 
 Children can also drop by and 
pick up a “Scarecrow Puppet” craft 
kit through Saturday to take home 
and make. The library is located at 
324 S. Washington St. For more in-
formation, call 940-686-5004.

Candidate answers 
questions at coffee house
 Pilot Point City Council Place 
1 candidate Mario Cisneros will be 
at the Pilot Point Coffee House at 6 
p.m. Monday for a question and an-
swer time. Citizens will be able to 
get to know Cisneros and learn his 

goals if elected to  the city council as 
well as his vision for the future. The 
runoff election will be held on Dec. 
8. Early voting has begun for the 
runoff election.

Providence Village sets 
holiday events
 The Town of Providence Village 
will be hosting its annual Christmas 
Tree Lighting event at 7 p.m. Mon-
day at 1755 Main St. Donations will 
be accepted for Lovepacs Aubrey 
and Toys for Tots.
 The 4th Annual Providence Vil-
lage Christmas Parade will be held 
at 4 p.m. Dec. 5 traveling from Mo-
naco to Providence Elementary. 
This year’s theme is “All Holiday” 
from shamrocks to candy canes and 
Easter eggs to Halloween. 
 Social distancing and face cov-
erings are encouraged for specta-
tors and participants.

Pioneer Baptist to host 
monthly food bank
 A food bank will be held from 
noon-2 p.m. Dec. 5 at Pioneer Bap-
tist Church, 100 Cumberland Trail 
in Valley View. This event is open 
to the public and will be held in the 
church gym. 
 If you would like to volunteer, 
arrive at 10:30 a.m. For more infor-
mation, call 940-300-4728.

Christmas to return 
to Pilot Point Square
 The Pilot Point Main Street Ad-
visory Board and the city of Pilot 
Point will welcome back Santa and 
Mrs. Claus to Pilot Point for the an-
nual tree lighting ceremony from 
4-8 p.m. Dec. 5. There will be live 
performances, horse drawn car-
riage rides, mini-train rides, food 

vendors, photo opportunities and a 
showing of the 2018 version of “The 
Grinch.”
 Due to COVID, participants 
over the age of 10 are asked to wear 
masks and keep socially distanced 
while enjoying the event. Lawn 
chairs and blankets are encouraged 
during the performances and movie 
screening.
 For questions, contact the Main 
Street Director at 940-686-2165.

Downtown Tioga schedules
Christmas event
 The city of Tioga is planning 
a downtown Christmas event be-
ginning at 6 p.m. Dec. 5. A parade 
will  kick off the evening followed 
by activities such as a barrel train, 
bounce house, carriage rides, me-
chanical bull and live music. Food 
vendors will be available. 

19th Century Club
gives meeting update
 The 19th Century Club met on 
Nov. 11 at the Calvary Baptist 
Church in Pilot Point. President 
Kay Spourt called the meeting 
to order. There were 15 members 
present with two new members, 
Shirley Cain and Amy Lanier. 
Marcella Rose was voted on to re-
place the second vice president 
who resigned. The duty of the sec-
ond vice president is to compile 
the reports for the club to be sent 
to the Pioneer District. 
 During the business time, the 
ladies signed up to bring gifts 
for four angels from the Shep-
herd’s Storehouse. All gifts must 
be delivered to Linda Fox’s home 
at 1601 Hickory Drive by Dec. 
3. Plans were made for the club 
Christmas party which will be 
held at Shawn Stratman’s home 

at 7968 Zackery Road in Aubrey 
at noon on Dec. 16. Participants 
should bring a gift valued at $20 
to exchange. The members dis-
cussed the Jan. 13 meeting which 
will be the annual Soup and Corn-
bread lunch for all city employees, 
seniors and invited guests. Even 
though this year will be a little 
different because of COVID-19, 
everyone will be served and prac-
ticing social distancing. This 
year the lunch will be held at the 
Calvary Baptist Church (next to 
City Hall) because it has better fa-
cilities to accommodate everyone. 
All are welcome to come as they 
are.
 The program for the Nov. 11 
meeting was on domestic vio-
lence. Members Whitney Del-
court and Evon Lusk told about 
their personal experiences with 
domestic violence. Whitney 
shared about the devastation 
of losing her sister at the hands 
of her abuser and how her life, 
the lives of their families and 
the lives of friends were forever 
changed. After the funeral, the 
family took a bouquet of yellow 
roses from her grave to Women’s 
Haven with the following note: 
In loving memory of our won-
derful Kendall Dodson, 27, who 
was murdered on Oct. 30, 1991. 
She thought her abuser was her 
friend. Her family brought these 
flowers from her grave to you. 
Some are wilted, as are you. Some 
are dead, as is she. Please remem-
ber Kendall when you consider 
returning to the man whose vi-
olence sent you to seek safety at 
Women’s Haven.
 Evon shared about Amber 
Lowery: the mother of a former 
student that was unable to make 
the escape from her abusive hus-

band and ultimately lost her life. 
She also shared about her first-
hand experience; she survived 
abuse at the hands of her biologi-
cal father and also witnessed the 
abuse of her mother and sister. 
She said that she survived the 
abuse because of the help they re-
ceived from many people such as 
police officers, social workers, 
friends, relatives, pastors, teach-
ers, volunteers and complete 
strangers that were dedicated to 
seeing her family through some 
very difficult times in their lives.
 Special guest speaker Detec-
tive Green also shared about his 
personal experiences regarding 
family violence. Detective Green 
disclosed that family violence has 
increased in Pilot Point since the 
pandemic. He discussed signs to 
look for and shared insight about 
the mentality of an abusive per-
son, why victims stay in abusive 
situations and how to break the 
cycle of abuse.
 The 19th Century Club meets 
the second Wednesday of the 
month from September through 
May. If you would like to find out 
more information about the club, 
contact Linda Fox at 940-390-
9983.

Aubrey Area Library 
collects toys, food 
 The Aubrey Area Library will 
collect new and unwrapped toys 
through Dec. 12 for Marine Toys 
for Tots as well as Food for Families 
through Jan. 2 with donations go-
ing to the Hope Food Bank. The li-
brary is located at 226 Countryside 
Drive. 

Around Town is published weekly. 
Submit information to aallen@
postsignal.com.

 These listings are based on infor-
mation provided to The Post-Signal 
and are subject to change. Call ahead 
to verify meeting dates, locations and 
times. 
Friday, Nov. 27
•Libraries and municipalities will be 
closed for Thanksgiving holidays.
Saturday, Nov. 28
•10:30 a.m. The Aubrey Area Museum 
opens for walk-in tours. Tours can be 

scheduled by appointment. 209 S. 
Main Street, Aubrey. 940-343-1313.
Monday, Nov. 30
•7 p.m. Pilot Point Bearcat Booster 
Club. Pilot Point High School cafeteria, 
1300 N. Washington St. 
Tuesday, Dec. 1
•2:30 p.m. Pilot Point Community Sing-
ers. Pilot Point Community Opera 
House, 110 S. Washington St. Contact 
Charlotte Petermeier, 214-514-4892.

•4:15 p.m. Storytime with Mrs. Carter. 
Aubrey Area Library, Facebook Live. 
940-365-9162.
•5 p.m. Area Friends of the Aubrey Li-
brary. Zoom meeting. 940-365-9162.
•5:30 p.m. Pilot Point Economic Devel-
opment Corporation. Pilot Point City 
Hall, 102 E. Main St. 940-342-5023.
•6 p.m. Mountain Springs Community 
Board Meeting. 173 Mountain Springs 
Lane, mtspringscommunityclub.com.

•7:30 p.m. Providence Village Town 
Council. Virtual Meeting. 940-365-
9333.
Wednesday, Dec. 2
•5 p.m. Aubrey Book Club, combined 
Nov./Dec. meeting featuring The 
Christmas Train by David Baldacci. 
940-365-9162.
Thursday, Dec. 3
•6 p.m. Pilot Point Main Street Advi-
sory Board Meeting. Pilot Point City 

Hall, 102 E. Main St. 940-686-2165
Friday, Dec. 4
•7 a.m. Pilot Point residential bulk trash 
pick-up.

Community Calendar is published 
weekly. To add or change a listing, 
email aallen@postsignal.com.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

A look into Old Hollywood
Skinner returns 
to Garage Door 
Theater stage

Lee Skinner, the playwright of “Katharine Hepburn – Through Her Eyes,” takes the stage at the Garage 
Door Theater as her title character again on Dec. 5. 

Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal

Attending the play
 •How: garagedoortheater.org 
to purchase tickets in advance
 •When: 7 p.m. Dec. 5 for in-
person or live online perfor-
mance
 •Cost: $15 (per person in-per-
son or per household online)
 •Masks required for attending 
in-person performance

Skinner sits on the set in 2018, 
surrounded by the props she sup-
plied for the one-woman show. 

Courtesy of the Garage Door Theater
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HONORABLE MENTION, ADULT 
DIVISION: LAURA LOUISE
“Getting Away From It  All”

SECOND PLACE, ADULT DIVISION: MIKE KIRCHNER “Erebus Rock” 
My wife and I were lucky to witness her birth because we were under stay at home orders. We named her after 
the place we met: Mount Erebus, Antarctica.”

FIRST PLACE, STUDENT DIVISION: AVERY MILLER  “Lonely Prom Dress” 
This was the dress I was going to wear to prom, but the dance was cancelled due to the virus.

SECOND PLACE, STUDENT DIVISION: HAEDN OLLIS  
“Connect Through Disconnect”  Due to the Coronavirus, this year has been extremely difficult to 
connect with loved ones, especially those at risk.  

HONORABLE 
MENTION, 
ADULT 
DIVISION: 
ROBERT
SMITH
“Removing 
the Tank at
Magnolia Station”
COVID-19 not the 
only concern in town.

THIRD PLACE, STUDENT DIVISION: HAEDN OLLIS  “Astigmatism” 
This photo represents the haziness and lack of clarity we are all going through this year.

FIRST PLACE, ADULT DIVISION: ELIZABETH JONES “A Twisted Chapel for a Twisted Year”

HONORABLE MENTION, ADULT DIVISION: LORI BEGGS
“Working 
From Home”

HONORABLE MENTION, ADULT DIVISION: 
TERRY SUE BROWN “19th Century Club Zoom Meeting”

HONORABLE MENTION, ADULT DIVISION: 
DONNA TAYLOR 
“Meeting My Grandson From Six Feet Away”

HONORABLE MENTION, STUDENT DIVISION: LILLEANA HOCKETT
 “My Mom Got a Job 
Up the Road”

HONORABLE MENTION, ADULT DIVISION: 
BERNICE GRIFFIN “The Butterflies Return 
to My Garden”

THIRD PLACE, ADULT DIVISION: KAY SPROUT “Facing the Challenge”
Members of the 19th Century Club wear masks and socially distance to protect each other from the 
virus. Yet, while we are physically distant, we remain closely bound to each other. 

HONORABLE MENTION, 
STUDENT DIVISION: CADE CARTER
“A Light in the Darkness: How I Stood Out This Year”

HONORABLE MENTION, 
STUDENT DIVISION: BRITT LUSK
“Locked Down Together”

HONORABLE MENTION, 
STUDENT DIVISION: CAMRYN VALKENAAR
“I Lost a Friend”

HONORABLE MENTION, 
ADULT DIVISION:
LeANN SHELTON 
 “My Stress Relief”

Third Annual Post-Signal Photography Contest

‘2020: A Year To Remember’
6 A  �e Post-Signal Friday, November 27, 2020

GRAND PRIZE WINNER: AVERY MILLER “Lonely and Isolated.” I took this photo to show how lonely online school is and how isolated it can make you feel.

What will you remember
most about this year?

With the competition this year, we wanted to create a “visual diary” of how 
life changed in 2020 and what we would remember about the year of the 
pandemic. Many of us have spent much of the last 10 months in lockdown 
or social isolation. Our expressions have been hidden behind masks. We’ve 
attempted virtual communication. Spending time in nature and bonding with 
our animals relieved some of the stress and loneliness of this disconnected 
year. Moments mattered more than ever, and many memories were made. 
Thank you to all our contestants for sharing photographs detailing some of 
their experiences.
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1340 N. Hwy 377, Suite 100, Pilot Point 

940-686-0123

AXTELL
PHARMACY

We bill Medicare & Private Insurance
 & deliver to your home!

Tri-County Medical Plaza, Hwy 377S, Pilot Point
940-686-2218

Full Service
Compounding • Durable Medical

Vitamins • Over the counter
Diabetic and Breathing supplies

the business
                  connection

T A C L  B 1 5 78 E

 1110 JC Lane Tel: 940-686-5770 
Pilot Point, TX 76258 Fax: 940-686-2014

www.chandlercabinets.net

1 01 6  N.  I n du s t rial  B l vd.
P il ot  P oin t , T X  76 25 8

9 4 0- 6 8 6 - H O M E  ( 4 6 6 3 )
w w w . ac t iveh h . org      

W e  a r e  h e r e  t o  s e r v e  y o u !

1 - 25 - 1 9

R&M 
Garage
Auto & Diesel 

Repair

10221 FM 455E 
Pilot Point

214-354-3353

Now o� ering 

Video Counseling

Tonia Helton, M.A, LPC
214-620-6773 • 500 S. Hwy. 377, Pilot Point

heltoncounseling.net

Financial  Fitness
5099 US 377 S., Ste. 400, Krugerville 76227

940-365-3115

Linda Bullwinkle, EA 

“Work with the tax professionals
who work for you!”

A dvert is e on  t h is  p ag e an d at  p os t s ig n al . c om
f or on e l ow  p ric e.  

C al l  6 8 6 - 21 6 9  f or in f ormat ion .  

Connect with your customersMove Easier with Therapeutic Massage 
Relax • Relieve pain • Reduce Tension 

Gina Richroath, LMT 
1 :c# MT048170 .....•......•......•.••.•...•.••.•...•..•••........•.•........••....•.....•.....• 
Sports • ee  Tiss e  Prenata  

By appointment only 
. . (940) 300-8441 

Located in Tioga and Pottsboro

 WARRANT – A Prov-
idence Village woman, 32, 
was arrested on an out-
standing theft warrant 
greater than $100 less than 
$750 in the 10100 block of 
Cedar Lake Drive in Prov-
idence Village by a North-
east Police Department 
officer at 7:06 p.m. Sun-
day, according to the re-
port. She was taken to the 
Denton County Jail and re-
leased the next day.
 DWI – A Fort Worth 
man, 40, was arrested on a 
charge of driving while in-
toxicated, open container, 
after an NEPD officer ini-
tiated a traffic stop for 
speeding and failure to 
maintain a single lane in 
the 3500 block of U.S. 380 
in Cross Roads at 9:46 p.m. 
Saturday. The officer no-
ticed the odor of alcohol 
coming from the driver 
and his slurred speech and 

glassy, red eyes, according 
to the report. After con-
ducting a DWI investiga-
tion, a blood draw was per-
formed at Medical City 
Denton, and he was taken 
to the Denton County Jail. 
He was released the next 
day.
 POSSESSION – A man, 
24, was arrested on charges 
of tampering with evidence 
with intent to impair and 
possession of a controlled 
substance penalty group 
three, less than 28 grams, 
after an NEPD officer made 
a traffic stop for no head-
lights illuminated near the 
intersection of U.S. 380 
and Naylor Road in Cross 
Roads at 9:10 p.m. Satur-
day. As the officer turned 
on his emergency lights, 
he saw something being 
thrown from the passenger 
window, according to the 
report. The officer report-

edly found a small baggie 
containing several white 
pills identified as Xanax 
bars on the ground and 
smelled the strong odor of 
marijuana coming from in-
side the vehicle. A proba-
ble cause search was per-
formed revealing a small 
baggie of marijuana in the 
passenger seat, according 
to police. The man also re-
ceived citations for driving 
while license invalid and 
possession of drug para-
phernalia as well as a writ-
ten warning for driving 
without headlights. He was 
taken to the Denton County 
Jail.
 POSSESSION  – NEPD 
responded to a criminal 
trespass call in the 7500 
block of U.S. 377 in Cross 
Roads at 5:54 a.m. Sat-
urday. The officer made 
a traffic stop on the vehi-
cle and conducted a proba-

ble cause search revealing 
a small pouch that tested 
positive for methamphet-
amines, according to the 
report. The man was ar-
rested on a charge of pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance penalty group one, 
less than one gram, and 
taken to the Denton County 
Jail.
 CITATIONS – An Au-
brey man, 18, and his Lit-
tle Elm passenger, 18, both 
received citations for drug 
paraphernalia after an 
NEPD officer conducted a 
traffic stop for failure to 
dim bright headlights in 
the 3500 block of U.S. 380 
in Cross Roads at 1:04 a.m. 
Saturday. The officer no-
ticed the strong odor of 
marijuana coming from in-
side the vehicle, accord-
ing to the report. During a 
probable cause search, the 
officer reportedly found a 

bag with marijuana in the 
center console, a set of mar-
ijuana packages and a set 
of THC vape cartridges lo-
cated inside backpacks in 
the trunk of the vehicle. 

DWI – An Aubrey 
man, 32, was arrested on a 
charge of driving while in-
toxicated after NEPD re-
ceived a call to an alleged 
disturbance between the 
man and his girlfriend, 29, 
at a business in the 6500 
block of U.S. 380 in Cross 
Roads at 10:19 p.m. Nov. 
20. The officer noticed the 
odor of alcohol coming 
from his breath, accord-
ing to the report. The man 
was taken for a blood draw 
to Medical City Denton and 
then transported to the 
Denton County Jail. He was 
released the following day.

WARRANT – A traffic 
stop conducted by an NEPD 
officer near the intersec-

tion of Moseley Road and 
U.S. 380 in Cross Roads 
at 8:58 p.m. Nov. 19 re-
sulted in the arrest of a Pi-
lot Point woman, 28, who 
reportedly had an out-
standing warrant for crim-
inal mischief greater than 
$750 less than $2,500 from 
Cooke County Sheriff’s Of-
fice. She was taken to the 
Denton County Jail and re-
leased the next day.
 THEFT – A Dallas 
man, 33, was arrested on a 
charge of theft of property 
greater than $750 less than 
$2,500 after NEPD was 
called to the Cross Roads 
Walmart about a suspicious 
person at 9:45 a.m. Nov. 19. 
The officer reportedly met 
the man leaving the store 
without paying for items 
valued at $1,421.41. The 
man was taken to the Den-
ton County Jail.
  – Kim Fleming

POLICE REPORT
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By JT Strasner
General Manager
 Following an ecstatic 
ending last week, the Chaps 
(11-1) must refocus as they 
are set to face Graham (9-
1) Saturday night at Globe 
Life Stadium in Arlington.
 “We bought ourselves 
another week here, kinda 
on house money, you know,” 
Head Coach Keith Ivy said. 
“We’re gonna keep banging 
away and playing as long as 
we possibly can. We visited 
about last week Monday 
morning. But I told the kids 
that we have to bury that 
game and move on. That 
game was great. It’s a testa-
ment to hard work and the 
good Lord blessing us. But 
at the same time, we have a 
new opponent ahead of us. 
We’ve got to get ready for 
a big showdown with Gra-
ham.”
 Although Graham has 
been dominating opponents 
this season, it may be most 
impressive on the defen-
sive side of the ball, holding 
teams to less than 12 points 
per game.
 “To me, they’re very bal-
anced on both sides of the 
ball with good athletes,” 
Ivy said. “They’ve got a big 
senior-led team, kind of 
how we do.”
 Graham was in Aubrey’s 
district in 2018 and 2019, 
so the Chaps are familiar 
with Graham and their per-
sonnel.
 “All our seniors have 
played against these guys,” 
Ivy said. “We know them 
well. Defensively, they’re 
tough, physical and get af-
ter it. They don’t give up 
much yardage. We know 
we’re gonna have to sustain 
blocks and just be happy 
with our three yards and a 
cloud of dust. Regroup, get 
back in the huddle and do it 
again.”
 Offensively, the Steers 

operate a spread attack, 
led by senior quarter-
back Hunter Latham. The 
Steers passed for 161 yards 
and rushed for 264 in last 
week’s 49-7 playoff win 
over Perryton.
 In that game, senior 
running back Daniel Gilb-
ertson rushed for 132 yards 
and 4 TDs.
 “They’ll be four and 
five wideouts,” Ivy said. 
“They’ve got a ton of three-
year starters, including 
their quarterback who can 
really sling it all over the 
field. They’ve got a great 
running back. They’re just 
extremely well-balanced. 
Good line up front. Just 

well-coached.”
 Ivy said the Steers have 
been gearing up for this 
season with their well-
stocked senior class.
 “There’s just no sub-
stitute for experience,” 
Ivy said. “We’ve been 
able to reap the rewards 
of that with our team as 
well. That’s a lot of foot-
ball games those kids have 
played, from sophomore 
year on. It pays off. They’ve 
got a heckuva good foot-
ball team, but we do too. We 
look forward to the chal-
lenge.”
 Facing such a talented 
passing attack, Ivy agreed 
it was nice to have the tal-

ents of Jackson Jennings 
patrolling the second-
ary at safety. Coming off 
an All-State junior cam-
paign, Jennings has al-
ready topped 170 tackles on 
the season.
 Classmates Trenton 
Hardin, J.J. Cooke and Jus-
tin Gibby help round out a 
talented unit that will be 
called on quite a bit Satur-
day night.
 “Jackson has had an in-
credible year,” Ivy said. 
“He had almost 20 tackles 
against Greenwood. He’s 
already broken his single 
season tackle record from 
a year ago. He’s just had an 
outstanding year. I expect 

him to be All-State again. 
Justin, J.J. and Trenton, 
they all just continue to 
grow and improve their 
skills too.”
 Ivy said he is expecting 
a very competitive game 
against Graham.
 “It’s one of those deals 
where I still don’t think 
we’ve played our best foot-
ball game yet,” Ivy said. 
“The other night, our of-
fense struggled a little bit, 
but our defense comes up 
big. They played big last 
week. We’re excited, and 
I think we’ll play our best 
game of the year Saturday.”
 Kickoff is set for 6:15 
p.m.

By JT Strasner
General Manager
 The Bearcats (9-3) hope 
to continue their march 
through the playoffs as 
they face Bushland (9-2) 
Friday night in Vernon.
 Bushland is coming off 
a thrilling 28-27 win over 
Wall in double overtime 
that saw the Falcons go for 
2 in a gutsy call to advance 
last week.
 “They had chances to 
win it several times before 
that,” Head Coach Danny 
David said. “But Wall is a 
really experienced team. I 
think their coach felt like 
the game was getting away 
from them because they 
were having trouble stop-
ping Wall. But yeah, it 
takes a lot of guts to go for 
2 right there. Hats off to 
them for calling the play 
and executing it.”
 Their only losses on the 
season are a 55-7 defeat at 
the hands of top-ranked 
Brock to open the season 
and a 46-19 loss to power-
house Canadian.
 Simply stated, the Fal-
cons are just as battle 
tested as the Bearcats.
 “They’re kind of like 
Shallowater,” David said. 
“They don’t have one stand-
out, but they play really 
well as a unit. They have a 
lot of tradition.” 
 The Falcons are led of-
fensively by senior quar-
terback Coleman Junell. 
Senior receivers Lea-
ford Calder (5-10, 170) and 
Brody Sutterfield (6-1, 185)  
are top passing weapons.  
 “They have a good quar-
terback that’s a dual-
threat,” David said. “He 
can really sling it. They’ve 

got a receiver who’s ex-
tremely good. They’ve 
got one of those hard-
nosed running backs. And 
they’ve got a line that plays 
well together. 
 “They’re not gonna beat 
themselves, you’ve got to 
go out and beat them. And 
they’re used to winning. 
 As recently as four years 
ago, Bushland was a 4A 
school and still holds an en-
rollment advantage over 
many of its 3A foes.
 “Hopefully, we can make 
them play four quarters,” 
David said. “We’ve got to 

eliminate our mistakes. We 
had entirely too many pen-
alties last week. I’m not 
sure all of them were justi-
fied, but the referees still 
called them. But we’ve got 
to eliminate those because 
when you get this deep in 
the playoffs, one untimely 
penalty can really cost 
you.”
 Defensively, Bearcat 
fans will see similarities 
in scheme between the two 
teams.
 “They run defense the 
way we do,” David said. 
“They get after it. Their 

nose guard is 6-4, 265. An-
other lineman is 6-1, 270. 
Their middle linebacker is 
6-3, 200. They’re not gonna 
be any bigger than we are, 
but they have a lot of se-
niors.”
 Pundits have pointed 
to a possible rematch with 
Brock if both teams ad-
vance this week, but David 
and his staff are taking a 
simple, game-by-game ap-
proach.
 “We gotta block and 
tackle better than they 
do,” David said. “We can 
scheme all we want to, but 

it’s a simple game. We make 
it harder than it has to be at 
times. But if we can elim-
inate mistakes, we’ll be 
okay.”
 The Bearcats played at 
Vernon last season in the 
area round and are familiar 
with the venue.
 “We were there last year 
in the second round,” David 
said.  “We’re just thank-
ful to have the opportunity 
to play another week.”
 Kickoff is set for 7 p.m. 
in Vernon.

 Pigs flew over Abilene 
Saturday evening and a 
frosty snowball passed un-
scathed through the gates 
of hell.
 OK, not really.
 But a series of events oc-
curred in the last minute of 
the Aubrey vs. Greenwood 
football game that seemed 
just as improbable.
 Where do I even begin?
 Trailing 17-14 with just 
under a minute left to play, 
the Chaps missed a field 
goal that would have likely 
sent the game to overtime.
 The Aubrey stands and 
sidelines were crestfallen.
 Tears began to well up in 
the eyes of Chaps players.
 Defeat was more than 
likely; it was imminent.
 All Greenwood needed 
to do was line up in “vic-
tory” 
forma-
tion, take 
a knee 
three 
times 
and 
maybe 
punt with 
mere sec-
onds left.
 Green-
wood 
took a 
knee twice, and the Chaps 
exhausted their final time-
outs.
 What has been a special, 
dream-like season seemed 
certain to end.
 In the age of analytics, 
ESPN has this stat called 
win probability during 
games.
 I estimate that Green-
wood’s win probability at 
this point was higher than 
99 percent.
 Their cheerleaders led 
the stands in a chant of “I 
believe that we will win,” 
made popular in soccer cir-
cles.
 Somehow, the Chaps be-
lieved otherwise.
 On third down, I do be-
lieve I heard an airborne 
oink crossing over the sta-
dium.
 Chap lineman Jason 
Lutzenberg, a 280-pound 
lineman, pushed through 
the line of scrimmage and 
poked the ball away as 
Greenwood was attempt-
ing to run a play. Jacob Pal-
ladino jumped on the quar-
terback and prevented him 
from recovering the mis-
cue.
 Wes Huber recovered 
the ball about 12 yards 
from the goal line and the 
Chap sideline exploded.
 “Three things had to 
happen there to give us a 
chance,” Head Coach Keith 
Ivy said. “It was nuts.”
 Two plays later, Jaxon 
and Jacob Holder did some-
thing they’ve done in the 
backyard hundreds of 
times: Big bro threw the 
ball to little bro in the end 
zone. 
 Chaps led 21-17.
 I’m not sure I’ve ever 
witnessed such a swing 
of emotion. Not only in 
sports, but also in life in 
general.
 Literal chill bumps ap-
peared on both my fore-
arms.
 A crusty old sports re-
porter may or may not have 
forgotten his objectivity 
and hugged the quarter-
back. 
 Not sure. Things get re-
ally foggy at this point.
 After holding Green-
wood defensively, the 

Sports
Cats look to continue playoff run

Chaps playing with ‘house money’ vs Graham

J.T. STRASNER

Diary
of a 

miracle

Aubrey’s Jaxon Holder tosses a pass downfield under duress from the Greenwood rusher. The Chaps knocked off the 
Rangers 21-17 in a thrilling win.

JT Strasner/The Post-Signal

Pilot Point’s Max Hollar gains some of his 247 yards on the ground against Shallowater. The Cats will face Bushland 
Friday night in Vernon.

Chance Kirby/The Post-Signal

See DIARY on Page 13A
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BEAT  BUSHLAND
Friday, Nov. 27 | 5 p.m. | Lion Stadium, Vernon

10279 FM 455 #100 | Pilot Point
940-686-3500
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500 S. Hwy 377, Pilot Point
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NORTH TEXAS HARDWOODS
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CUSTOM CABINETS

PILOT POINT, TX

940-686-5146

UPPERCUT GRANITE
940-577-8868
Sales

940-765-3525
940-435-9283

1235 JC LANE

WWW.NEUPLUMBING.COMPilot Point, Texas

Pelzel 
Printing

GREG PELZEL
940-453-5443

700 S. Hwy. 377 • Pilot Point, TX 76258
940.686.5023 

Ernesto’s
FINE MEXICAN FOOD

Pilot Point
10279 FM 455E. #100
Pilot Point, TX 76258

(940) 686-3500

McKinney
1521 N. Custer Rd. #300

McKinney, TX 76071
(940) 540-9058

Prosper
120 N Preston Rd.
Prosper, TX 76078

(972) 347-2280

Frisco
8745 Gary Burns DR.

Frisco, TX 75034
(214) 494-4545
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Tiger Mart

Hwy 377 
North side of Pilot Point

940-686-0800

Viva El Taco
Tacos • Burritos 
Burgers & More!

Open 24 Hours
7 Days a Week

DAVID
AUTO PARTS

221 S. Jefferson • Pilot Point • 686-0775
Russell David, Owner/Manager

20 years of serving 
your auto parts needs

locally owned
& operated

Parts for all makes of vehicles
• Lubricants for tuneups (oil, filters, plugs)
• Oxygen & acetylene • Welding supplies
• New brand of car detailing

DAVID
AUTO PARTS

221 S. Jefferson • Pilot Point • 686-0775
Russell David, Owner/Manager

20 years of serving 
your auto parts needs

locally owned
& operated

Parts for all makes of vehicles
• Lubricants for tuneups (oil, filters, plugs)
• Oxygen & acetylene • Welding supplies
• New brand of car detailing

DAVID
AUTO PARTS

221 S. Jefferson • Pilot Point • 686-0775
Russell David, Owner/Manager

20 years of serving 
your auto parts needs
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• New brand of car detailing

All Woods
Custom 
Cabinets

TIGER MART
1800 N. US Hwy 377 | Pilot Point

 940-686-0800

THE BEARCATS ARE BACK!

10279 FM 455 #100 | Pilot Point316 S HWY 377 •  PILOT POINT

940-686-5311

ACE HARDWARE & LUMBER

www.pilotpoint.com
1255 S  U.S. 377|Pilot Point|940 686-5233

Serving the area since 1952!

Bill DeBerry
Funeral Directors

2025 W. University Dr. | Denton
940-383-4200

DeBerryFuneralDirectors.com
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Backing the Bearcats!
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J ac ob S c ot t G avin  W h eel er M ario L ap iz c o

A ydon  C ox

A s t en  K irby E dw in  R odrig u ez  D orian  S arok a M ax  H ol l ar

J ay C ox

D ak ot a D avid

T roy T in c h er U bal do Nan din C ade C art er

DATE    OPPONENT    PP-OPPONENT
Aug.  2 8    PLAINV IEW,  OK   3 0 -  20 
S ep t .  4    @ FW  C as t l eberry  4 9  -  3 5   
S ep t .  1 1    B Y E
S ep t .  1 8    @ G u n t er   1 4  -  3 0    
Sep t.  2 5    PEASTER*   5 3  -  3 0   
Oct.  2    BOWIE* ( HC)    5 2 -  21       
O c t .  9    @ P aradis e*    4 4  -  21   
Oct.  1 6    WHITESBORO*     6  -  24   
O c t .  23    @ P on der*    1 8  -  1 3   
Oct.  3 0    BOYD*    5 2 -  1 4    
Nov.  6    @ B roc k *    21  -  6 6    
Nov.  1 3    B i- D is t ric t  vs  C l yde  5 6  -  1 6
Nov.  20    A rea vs  S h al l ow at er 4 8  -  26

o .     A  eg on  e fi nal s ushlan

2020 Schedule

C u rl ey B roc k man
GO, BEARCATS!
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By JT Strasner
General Manager
 The Bearcats (9-3) cap-
tured the area champion-
ship with a 48-26 victory 
over Shallowater last week 
in Breckenridge.
 Quarterback Max Hol-
lar ran for 3 touchdowns 
and passed for 3 more in the 
win.
 “Our kids played a com-
plete game,” Head Coach 
Danny David said. “There 
were a couple of times 
where they could have 
folded their tents a little 
bit, but they didn’t. They 
overcame some adversity 
and made plays. They put 
their foot on the gas and 
kept up the intensity when 
they got ahead.”
 The Mustangs came out 
fi ring early, scoring on the 
third play of the game, a 54-
yard TD pass. The run for 
2 was good as SHS took an 
early 8-0 lead.
 Pilot Point answered on 
the next drive, trimming 
the lead to 8-7 on a Hollar to 
Aydon Cox 20-yard TD pass 
with 9:03 left in the fi rst.
 Shallowater responded 
with a 9-pay, 90-yard drive, 
capped by a Bax Townsend 
10-yard TD run. The 
2-point conversion failed, 
as the Mustangs held a 14-7 
lead with 3:21 left in the 
fi rst quarter.
 The Cats answered back 
on the next offensive play, 
as Hollar raced 74 yards 
down the left sideline to 
paydirt. Joel Gainzar’s 
PAT knotted the game at 
14-14.
 Shallowater’s next drive 
would feature a turning 
point, as Townsend was in-
jured and knocked out of 
the game. The Mustangs 
appeared to score on the 

drive, but the TD was called 
back and turned the ball 
over on downs on the fol-
lowing play.
 “He’s our guy for a rea-
son,” Shallowater Head 
Coach Bryan Wood said. 
“Bax is a good runner and 
that kinda took a dimen-
sion away from us. That 

happens in football some-
times.”
 Pilot Point seized the 
momentum and moved 54 
yards in 9 plays, capped 
by a 2-yard TD run by Hol-
lar. The Cats led 21-14 with 
4:46 left in the second quar-
ter and carried the lead into 
halftime.

 Ish Harris opened the 
second half, scoring with a 
1-yard TD burst at the 9:30 
mark. The PAT was blocked 
as the Cats moved ahead 27-
14.
 Shallowater still had 
some fi ght left, however, 
moving 74 yards in only 
fi ve plays. The 2-point con-

version failed as the Cats 
led 27-20 with 7:11 left in 
the third.
 Hollar answered with 
another 1-play drive, a 60-
yard TD run by Hollar, as 
the Cats led 34-20 with 6:50 
left in the third.
 After forcing Shallowa-
ter to turn the ball over on 

downs, the Bearcats struck 
with another 1-play drive. 
This time it was Hollar 
turning to the air, hitting 
Jay Cox on a 53-yard TD 
pass. Pilot Point led 41-20 
with 2:44 left in the quar-
ter.
 Shallowater added a TD 
with 6 minutes to play, but 
PPHS responded on the 
next series. Hollar hit Jay 
Cox again, this time on a 
23-yard TD to provide the 
fi nal margin.
 “Not knocking anybody, 
but we’ve got some advan-
tages over teams in West 
Texas sometimes,” David 
said.
 The Bearcats rolled up 
almost 500 yards of total 
offense in the game, includ-
ing 343 on the ground. 
 Hollar ran for 247 yards 
and completed 8 of 9 passes 
for 142 yards.
 David praised the offen-
sive line for their work dur-
ing the win.
 “They did a good job,” 
David said. “And we’ve got 
a couple of young Cats in 
there, Dak (Morgan) and 
Aaron (Strittmatter), who 
are coming on. They’re all 
playing good as a unit. It 
helps to have Max and Ish 
back there because you 
don’t have to block too long, 
as quick as those two are. 
Our offensive linemen are 
the unsung heroes of the 
whole thing. They always 
have been.”
 Wood came away im-
pressed with Pilot Point.
 “They’re good,” Wood 
said of the Bearcats. 
“They’re a solid football 
team. Their skill guys 
are really impressive. I 
think they’ll probably keep 
moving and play Brock 
again.” 

Go, Fight, WIN,
Chaparrals!

Beat Graham
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McKinney
1521 N. Custer Rd. #300
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Viva El Taco
Tacos • Burritos 
Burgers & More!

Open 24 Hours
7 Days a Week940-365-4444 911 S. Hwy. 377 5246 US 377 S | Krugerville

940-488-5499

Dr. Jay M. Whetsell D.C. 
940-365-4000

102 S. Hwy. 377 • Aubrey, TX 76227

Dr. Jay M. Whetsell D.C. 
940-365-4000

ubrey 
hiropractic
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9 4 0- 4 4 0- 9 4 3 3

Bartel 
Ready Mix

Frank Bartel 
Transportation
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B&B Sand Co.

e  a  e a e    n  e  
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Bill DeBerry
Funeral Directors

2025 W. University Dr. | Denton
940-383-4200

DeBerryFuneralDirectors.com

Funeral Directors
2025 W. University Dr. | Denton

DeBerryFuneralDirectors.com

Backing the Chaparrals!

4A(D2) Region 1 Semi� nal
Saturday, Nov. 28

6:15 p.m.
Globe Life Field | Arlington

FRIDAY NIGHT REPLAY

Fourth quarter effort pushes Cats past Mustangs

Pilot Point’s Jay Cox runs down the sideline for one of his two touchdowns against Shallowater. The Cats defeated the 
Mustangs 48-26 to capture the area title.

Chance Kirby/The Post-Signal
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By JT Strasner
General Manager
 In football circles, it’s 
called the victory forma-
tion.
 Ironically, it’s what 
led to defeat for Midland 
Greenwood, as Aubrey cap-
tured the area title with 
an improbable 21-17 vic-
tory Saturday afternoon at 
Abilene Christian Univer-
sity.
 After Aubrey (11-1) 
missed a short fi eld goal 
with less than a minute left 
in the game, Greenwood 
was leading 17-14 and ap-
peared well on its way to a 
win.
 But then the impossi-
ble occurred as the Rangers 
fumbled the ball away with 
46 seconds left after Chaps 
lineman Jacob Lutzen-
berg punched the ball out. 
The Chaparrals then capi-
talized when Jaxon Holder 
found Jacob Holder for a 12-
yard TD pass with 40 sec-
onds remaining.
 “That’s just back-
yard football, last second, 
throwing it around,” Jaxon 
Holder said. “All week, Ja-
cob was really involved in 
the passing game in prac-
tice. On that play, I’ve got 
my reads and he’s my fi rst 
read. He made a play and 
got in the end zone. The 
whole game was a blast to 
be a part of.”
 Aubrey was able to 
stiffen its defense for the fi -

nal Greenwood drive to pre-
serve the win.
 “It was an incredible 
win,” Head Coach Keith Ivy 
said. “Our kids just kept be-
lieving and fi ghting. I’ve 

had a lot of people contact 
me who saw the video of the 
end of the game and every-
thing. They’re sure excited 
for these kids and coaches 
and our community. It’s 

been a lot of fun. The cool 
thing is it’s not over.”
 The Aubrey defense had 
a stellar game overall, hold-
ing Greenwood to 8 fi rst 
downs and only 176 yards of 

total offense in the game.
 Defensive Coordinator 
Dana Bloedel said he was 
proud of his squad’s fi ght, 
especially forcing the un-
likely turnover.

 “We were out of time-
outs and said you guys 
have to penetrate and make 
something happen,” he 
said. “[Greenwood] real-
ized, I think, that they were 
going to have to punt it, 
so they ran a play there on 
third down. We were able 
to force the fumble and got 
on it. Great job by our de-
fense.”
 Bloedel also was im-
pressed with the way the 
defense held down Green-
wood for most of the game.
 “Their running back has 
run for a lot of yards in his 
career, and he was mostly 
the reason they knocked us 
out last year,” he said. “We 
were keyed up on him. He 
got loose on one run, but 
other than that we did a 
great job on him.”
 Aubrey got on the board 
fi rst, driving 66 yards, 
capped by an 8-yard TD 
run by Braylon Colgrove. 
Bryson Bohannon’s PAT 
pushed the Chaps ahead at 
the 5:40 mark of the fi rst 
half.
 But Aubrey would 
struggle to move the ball 
until the fourth quarter. 
 The two teams ex-
changed punts before 
Greenwood squeaked 
across a 38-yard fi eld goal 
to pull within 7-3 with 7:23 
left in the second quarter.
 A Chaps fumble set the 
Rangers up on their next 
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Backing the Bearcats!

1110 JC Lane Tel: 940-686-5770
Pilot Point, TX 76258 Fax: 940-686-2014

www.chandlercabinets.net

316 S. HWY. 377 •  PILOT POINT

940-686-5311

ACE HARDWARE & LUMBER

Randy DeGraffenreid, Owner

(940) 686-5555

Reid Heating
& Air Conditioning

Serving the area since 1982

T A C L  B 1 5 78 E

R&M 
Garage

10221 FM 455E 
Pilot Point

214-354-3353

Auto & Diesel 
Repair

Calvary Baptist
Northeast of The Square 

in Pilot Point on Je� erson Street

Sunday Bible Study: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 10:45 a.m. 
Youth Bible Study/Activities: 

Sunday, 6 p.m.
Roger Greer, Pastor686-2274

Hoopin’ it up!
PILOT POINT

BASKETBALL 2020-21

Lindsey True Aaliyah Jordan Emily Boggs Rocio LunaAddison Hite

Lizzy Slater Harley Noles Briannah Casillas Daniela Rico

TIGER MART
1800 N. U.S. Hwy. 377 | Pilot Point

 940-686-0800

940-367-5404

Dec. 1 | vs Blue Ridge| 6:15 p.m.
Dec. 4 | at Gunter | 6:15 p.m.

GO LADY CATS!

SATURDAY NIGHT REPLAY

Unexpected ending sends Chaps to area championship

Aubrey’s J.J. Cooke runs through tacklers during the Chaps’ win 21-17 area playoff win over Greenwood.
JT Strasner/The Post-Signal

See CHAPS on Page 13A
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Proud Sponsor of the Bearcats 
1110 JC Lane |  Pilot Point | 940-686-5770 | chandlercabinets.net

 Players of    WEEKTH
E

JAY COX
SENIOR WR/DB

Caught 5 passes for 104 yards and 
2 touchdowns and accounted for 12 
tackles against Shallowater. 

MAX HOLLAR
SENIOR QB/DB

Completed 8 of 9 passes for 142 
yards and 3 touchdowns, ran for 247 
yards and 3 touchdowns on 14 car-
ries and made 11 tackles. 

AYDON COX
JUNIOR TE/DE

Caught a 20-yard touchdown pass, 
made several big blocks and 7 tack-
les and turned in a QB sack in the 
Bearcats’ win over Shallowater. 

The Marketplace
— Buy, sell, trade, hire —

C al l  6 8 6 - 21 6 9  t o p l ac e you r ad, or e- mail  you r ad t o aal l en @ p os t s ig n al . c om.
Nex t  deadl in e f or T h e M ark et p l ac e:  D ec .  1  @  Noon

TexSCAN Week of 
November 22, 2020

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

EVENTS
Pleasanton – Merry on Main, Dec. 4-5. Two-day 
annual Christmas event in historic downtown Main 
St. in Pleasanton, TX (30 min. south of San Antonio) 
includes local craft and retail vendors, food vendors 
and food trucks, live music, carolers, children events 
and more. www.merryonmain.org.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for power 
outages. FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Schedule your FREE in-home assessment 
today. Call 1-855-704-8579. Special financing for 
qualified customers.

INTERNET
AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per month. Get More For 
Your High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to bundle 
and SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call us today 
1-855-439-5457.

MAINTENANCE
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
and 0% financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-815-5722.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. NOT just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for 350 procedures. Call 1-855-901-0467 for 
details. www.dental50plus.com/txpress.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
273 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or servics advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

FOR SALE
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

NEW & USED PIPE.  2 
3 / 8  -  2 2/ 8  -  3  ½  -  4  ½  
&  ot h er s iz es .  S q u are &  
rec t an g u l ar t u bin g .  
 

A u t h orize d deal er Fl u s -
ch e E n t erp rise , M u en -
st er, T X .  9 4 0- 75 9 - 2206
t f c

NOTICES
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

I BUY g u n  co l l ect ion s,  
kn ives,  ammo an d mil i-
t ary it ems.   I  bu y big  or 
sm al l  co l l ect ion s .   C ash  
B u yer f or an yt h in g  of  
val u e.  9 4 0- 3 6 8 - 1 4 3 3 .
1 t p

I BUY g ol d an d si l ver 
j ew el ry.   I  al so  bu y g ol d 
an d si l ver co in s,  w at ch -
es an d broke n  g ol d j ew -
el ry.  9 4 0- 3 6 8 - 1 4 3 3 .
1 t p

PUBLIC NOTICES
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
SALE

P u rs u an t  t o s ec t ion  5 9  of  
t h e T ex as  P rop ert y C ode, 
t h is  is  a n ot ic e of  p u bl ic  
au c t ion  in  order t o s at is -
f y a l an dl ord’ s  l ien  of  p er-
s on al  p rop ert y.  T h e au c -
t ion  w il l  be h el d on l in e at  
w w w . st orag eau ct ion s.
co m f or T h e S t orag e 
P l ace - K ru g ervil l e, be-
g in n in g  on  T u esd ay, D e-
ce mber 1 5 t h , 2020 at  
n oon  ( 1 2: 00 P M )  an d 
en din g  W edn esd ay, D e-
ce mber  3 0t h , 2020 at  
Noon  ( 1 2: 00 P M ) .  S t or-
ag e u n it s are bel ieved t o 
co n t ain  g en eral  h ou se -
h ol d it ems.   U n it s t o be 
au ct ion ed in cl u de Je r-
ra G l eat on - - 04 7.  T h is 
sa l e is op en  t o ca s h  on l y 
bu yers.  T h e f aci l it y h as 
a rig h t  t o p l ace  a min i-
mu m bid on  each  u n it .  
All sales are final. Ques-
t ion s ca n  be direct ed t o 
t h e p rop ert y man ag er at  
T h e S t orag e P l ace - K ru -
g ervil l e at  9 4 0- 3 6 5 - 9 721 .
N27_ 2t c

CITY OF AUBREY
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

BEFORE THE
PLANNING AND ZON-

ING COMMISSION AND 
CITY COUNCIL

A p u bl ic h earin g  co n -
du ct ed by t h e P l an n in g  
an d Z on in g  C ommissi on  
of  t h e C it y of  A u brey w il l  
be h el d on  D ece mber 
1 0, 2020 at  6 : 00 p . m.  via 

videoco n f eren ce  u si n g  
t h e Z oom se rvice , co -
ordin at ed f rom A u brey 
C it y H al l , 1 07 S .  M ain  
S t reet , A u brey, T exa s,  t o 
rece ive p u bl ic co mmen t  
on  t h e f ol l ow in g  zo n in g  
ch an g e req u est :

1 .  Z on in g  ch an g e f rom 
C - C ommerci al  t o P D -
P l an n ed D evel op men t  
f or a mix of  S in g l e Fami-
l y R esi den t ial  ( min imu m 
l ot  si ze  6 ,000 sq u are 
f eet )  an d M u l t if amil y  
R esi den t ial  ( 1 6  u n it s) , 
on  ap p roxi mat el y 2. 5  
acr es of  l an d ou t  of  t h e 
Fran ci sco  T revin o S u r-
vey, A bst ract  1 24 3 , g en -
eral l y l oca t ed so u t h  of  
t h e in t erse ct ion  of  Nort h  
M ag n ol ia S t reet  an d D e-
M oye L an e.

A  p u bl ic  h earin g  co n -
du ct ed by t h e C it y 

C ou n ci l  of  t h e C it y of  
A u brey w il l  be h el d on  
D ece mber 1 5 , 2020 at  
6 : 00 p . m.  via videoco n -
f eren ce  u si n g  t h e Z oom 
se rvice , co ordin at ed 
f rom A u brey C it y H al l , 
1 07 S .  M ain  S t reet , A u -
brey, T exa s,  t o rece ive 
p u bl ic co mmen t  on  t h e 
sa me mat t er.  

Y ou r co mmen t s are w el -
co me an d you  may p ar-
t ici p at e an d sp eak on  
t h e p rop ose d rezo n in g  
du rin g  t h e p u bl ic h ear-
in g s.   I f  you  are in t erest -
ed in  l ist en in g  or sp eak -
in g  at  eit h er h earin g , 
p l ease  co n t act  t h e C it y 
S ecr et ary by p h on e at  
9 4 0- 4 4 0- 9 3 4 3  or by 
email  at  ci t yse cr et ary@
au breyt x. g ov f or det ail s 
abou t  acce ssi n g  t h e 
meet in g .  
N27_ 1 t c

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
MEETING TO 

DISCUSS
PILOT POINT 

INDEPENDENT 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

State Financial 
Accountability Rating

P il ot  P oin t  I n dep en den t  
S ch ool  D ist rict  w il l  h ol d 
a P u bl ic M eet in g  at  5 : 00 
p . m. , W edn esd ay, D e-
ce mber 9 , 2020, at  t h e 
P il ot  P oin t  A dmin ist ra-
t ion  B u il din g , 8 29  S ou t h  
H arriso n  S t reet , P il ot  
P oin t , T exa s.   T h e p u r-
p ose  of  t h is meet in g  is 
t o discu ss P il ot  P oin t  I n -
dep en den t  S ch ool  D is -
t rict ’ s rat in g  ach ieved 
through the state finan-
ci al  acco u n t abil it y sys -
t em.
N27_ 1 t c

PUBLIC NOTICES
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

PUBLIC NOTICES
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

PUBLIC NOTICES
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

By JT Strasner
General Manager
 The Lady Cats cross country team had a 
strong showing at the Class 3A State meet 
Monday, taking ninth place overall in the 
team standings.
 Lago Vista captured the championship, 
while district foe Whitesboro took seventh 
place overall.
 “I thought the girls ran well,” Head 
Coach Jeff Price said. “I was really proud 
of how they competed. Kids ran well and 
had a great season.”
 Freshman Addison Hite continued her 
impressive season, taking 11th in the indi-
vidual standings, in a time of 12:22.71.
 Hite was followed by Claire Thompson, 
Brisa Hernandez, Lindsey True, Ava Den-
nis, Anna Hadowsky and Rocio Luna.
 Price said he sees a bright future for 
Hite.
 “She is very talented, hardworking run-
ner,” Price said. “When you get that combi-
nation of talent and a kid who works hard, 

that’s when you get great performances. 
She had a great season, and we’re going to 
expect big things from her in track too. We 
think she’s gonna be really good and have a 
great career.”

The senior class was part of four state 
appearances, and Price said he was proud 
of their contributions to the program.

“Our three seniors, what a great career 
they’ve had,” Price said. “We were talking 
about it on the way home Monday. Couple 
of district championships and four trips 
to the state tournament. That group has 
achieved a lot, probably the most of any 
group I’ve had. They helped our program 
tremendously.”

Price said he expects another competi-
tive season from his group in 2021.
 “I’m excited about next year,” he said. 
“We lose those seniors, but we’re excited 
about the ones coming back, we’ve got some 
girls coming up too. We think the future is 
bright.”

Lady Cats cross country
takes ninth place at State

Pilot Point parents created a send-off banner for the bus to drive through prior to the 
state cross country meet.

Contributed Photo

Chaps won the game and 
raced onto the field.
 Players cried. Grown 
men struggled to grasp the 
moment.
 I don’t think 
humans aren’t 
equipped to han-
dle such a deep val-
ley of emotion fol-
lowed immediately 
by ecstatic happi-
ness.
 Palladino, an 
athletic sophomore 
with glistening 
braces, summed 
up the final 50 sec-
onds of the game perhaps 
the best.
 “So, it’s like, ‘Oh my 
gosh, we might lose this 
game.’ And then it’s like 

‘Ooop!’ rollercoaster,” Pal-
adino said, motioning his 
left hand to the sky like 
a flying pig. “They’re on 

that QB kneel and 
we thought it was 
done. We’re like, 
‘Oh my gosh.’ 
And then, I don’t 
know how it hap-
pened. The ball 
got knocked out. 
I don’t know if it 
was me or Lutzen-
berg. I don’t know 
what happened. 
And then we recov-
ered it. And we’re 

like, ‘Oh my gosh, we have 
a chance.’ I hit the quar-
terback and kept him off of 
the ball. Then all of a sud-
den we’re going for another 

touchdown. Goodness.”
 There you go. From the 
mouths of babes.
 Ivy, whose team gets to 
play a stout Graham squad 
next, said the game was “a 
great lesson, not only in 
sports, but in life.”
 “You just don’t ever give 
up, man,” Ivy said.
 So next time any of you 
are in Abilene, take the 
exit near Abilene Christian 
University and look to the 
skies. 
 You might just witness 
something unexpected. 
 J.T. Strasner is general 
manager of the Post-Sig-
nal. Contact him at jstras-
ner@postsignal.com.

DIARY Continued from Page 9A

Jacob Palladino

scoring drive, as Greenwood found the end 
zone to push ahead 10-7 five minutes later 
and took that lead into halftime.
 Greenwood took the ball to begin the 
second half and senior running back Trey 
Cross scampered 69 yards to put the Rang-
ers comfortably ahead at 17-17 early in the 
third period.
 Aubrey would find its rhythm midway 
through the final period. Martavious Hill 
capped a 56-yard drive with a 1-yard TD 
plunge to pull the Chaps within 17-14 with 

8:24 remaining.
 From there, one of the most incredible 
finishers ensued.
 “Obviously it was an emotional roller-
coaster,” Jaxon Holder said. “You go from 
missing the game-tying kick to send it to 
overtime, which I’m really confident about 
us in overtime. I’m on the sideline thinking 
to myself, ‘we could get a fumble, which 
that isn’t going to happen…’ For some rea-
son, I didn’t feel like it was over. It was in-
sane.”

CHAPS Continued from Page 12A

Pilot Point cross country runners smile during a sendoff event Friday. From left are 
Anna Hadowsky, Addison Hite, Lindsey True and Ava Dennis. 

JT Strasner/The Post-Signal
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We’re thankful for 
the opportunity 
to support the 
communities we 
serve, driven by 
a genuine desire 
to help our 
customers.

Independent Bank is now

700 S. Hwy. 377  |  Pilot Point, TX  |  940.686.5023
Visit ifinancial.com for locations in Texas and Colorado.

|

1212 W. Sherman Drive
Aubrey
940-488-5050
Mon.-Fri. 7:30-4:30
(Closed 11:30-12:30 for lunch)

We o� er: 
Fireplaces • Fireplace Inserts • Stoves • Log Sets
 Doors • Mantels • Outdoor Kitchens • Outdoor 

Fireplaces • Outdoor Fire Features • Walls

PLAYOFFS IN PICTURES

Bearcat cheerleader 
Kylie Polk poses with 
a young fan during 
the Bearcat send-
off prior to the game 
against Shallowater.

JT Strasner/The Post-
Signal

Aubrey fans Rae Towery, right, and Samantha Jennings embrace dur-
ing the fi nal moments of the Chaps’ win over Greenwood.

JT Strasner/The Post-Signal

Aubrey Head Coach Keith Ivy and Offensive Coordinator Toby Perkins 
celebrate a fourth quarter TD during Aubrey’s win over Greenwood.

JT Strasner/The Post-Signal

Pilot Point’s Joel Gainzar kicks the ball during the Cats’ 48-26 win over 
Shallowater.

Chance Kirby/The Post-Signal

Pilot Point’s Jacob Scott (77) heads to the sideline to meet congratulations from Assis-
tant Coach Travis Marsh and Head Coach Danny David.

Chance Kirby/The Post-Signal



Friday, November 27, 2020 The Post-Signal  1B

The Origins of 
Popular Traditions

�e Post-Signal • Section B • Friday, November 27, 2020

HOLIDAY TRADITIONS

Christmas invites 
popular traditions that 
are observed in most 

American homes. From 
caroling to hanging your 
stockings with care, the 

origins behind the 
celebrations  are as 

important as the action 
themselves. 

 Educate your loved ones about the 
history that shaped the holiday events 
we know today. 

HANGING STOCKINGS
 According to the Smithsonian, 

the act of hanging stockings over the 
fireplace mantel is traced to a poem 
penned in 1823 by Clement Clark 
Moore. A line from the classic litera-
ture, “Visit from St. Nicholas,” goes:
 “And filled all the stockings; then 
turned with a jerk,
 “And laying his finger aside of his 
nose, 
 “And giving a nod, up the chimney 
he rose.”
 This famous snippet ultimately led 
children to hang their stockings on 
Christmas Eve in hopes that St. Nich-
olas would fill them with presents and 
candies. 

DECORATING  THE
CHRISTMAS TREE

The History Channel says that 
the popularization of decorating the 

Christmas tree occurred in 1846 when 
Queen Victoria and Prince Albert 
posed with their family tree for the 
London News. Before that, German 
Lutherans were tied to the festivity 
since the 17th century and Christmas 
trees were spotted in Pennsylvania as 
early as 1820. The evergreen tree is the 
traditional option as they are consid-
ered lucky because they remain green 
even in the winter months. 

KISSING UNDER 
THE MISTLETOE

 Dating back several thousand years 
ago, Celtic Druids thought the mistle-
toe plant had sacred powers, healed 
illnesses and sometimes predicted the 
future. It became a Christmas time 
tradition as the plant was gathered 
during the summer and displayed 

around the holidays. 
 The tradition of kissing under the 
mistletoe began in ancient Greece. It 
was first noticed during the festival of 
Saturnalia and eventually in wedding 
ceremonies. 

SINGING CAROLS
 The heritage of singing religious 
carols within groups has roots found 
in medieval times when citizens trav-
eled from house to house to wish peo-
ple good health. According to the Li-
brary of Congress, the tunes received a 
Christmas theme around the 1800s in 
America. 
 In the 1900s, cities like New York, 
Washington D.C., and Philadelphia 
saw a surge in caroling, leading to the 
release of commercialized songbooks. 
The events were used to raise money 
for children’s charities.

An engraving published in the 1840s of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert created a craze for Christmas trees.
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925 N. Charcut Street • Pilot Point • 940-686-2088 
stthomaspilotpoint.org

Christmas Eve | 5 p.m. | 7p.m. | Caroling 11 p.m. | Midnight Mass
Christmas Day  | 9 a.m. 

Your parish family welcomes you.
Thank you for celebrating with us in this holy season. 

� e reason
for the season

HOLIDAY TRADITIONS  |  GIVING BACK

Adults and children count 
down the days with a creative 
calendar and are typically 
rewarded with a sweet snack or 
fun toy each morning. Have 
you considered reversing this 
action by celebrating each day 
by giving rather than receiving?

The purpose of a reverse 
Advent calendar is to donate 
an item every day and ulti-
mately give them to someone 
in need. Things like food, 
household essentials and 
books are all great ideas. 

Learn more about the holi-
day tradition that brings fami-
lies together while supporting 
others without the supplies 
required for daily tasks.

FINDING GOODS  
IN YOUR HOME

If you have a pantry that is 
overdue for a cleanup, you 
probably have numerous food 
options that can be included 
with your donations. Look for 
non-perishable goods like 
canned fruits and vegetables or 
noodles that are far from the 
expiration date. 

Create a safe place to collect 
the products throughout the 
month to make organization 
easier.

Inspire your children to get 
involved by asking them to go 
through their bedrooms to find 

unused toys or books that they 
can part with. Reading material 
can be donated to libraries or 
group homes where kids have 
few forms of entertainment.

SHOPPING FOR A CAUSE
While you plan your weekly 

shopping list, consider picking 

up extra necessities like soaps, 
deodorant, feminine products, 
toothpaste and hair-care prod-
ucts. Take the time to clip cou-
pons and check sale’s ads from 
your local grocers to find mon-
ey-saving ways to give. You may 
even find BOGO options for 
items you use so one can go 

toward your donation box.

CHALLENGE  
YOUR FRIENDS

According to the organiza-
tion Feed the Children, one in 
seven kids in the United States 
does not know where their next 
meal will come from. This 

Christmas, motivate your 
friends and family to take on 
the reverse Advent calendar 
challenge with you. With 
enough people behind the 
movement, struggling families 
in your community can benefit 
with donations from multiple 
sources.

Reverse Advent Calendar
Most Americans  
are familiar with 
celebrating the 

upcoming Christmas 
season with an 

Advent calendar. 

© ADOBE STOCK

SMALL
BUSINESS

SATURDAY
NOV 28

Small Business Saturday is a national 
initiative to help small merchants compete 
during the critical holiday shopping 
season by driving shoppers to small 
merchants the Saturday following 
Thanksgiving! Please join us
Saturday, Nov. 28 and shop
right here in Pilot Point!right here in Pilot Point!
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HOLIDAY TRADITIONS  |  COMMUNITY

Of course, you should plan 
for the event in advance, so 
people have time to save 
money and prepare for their 
Christmas display. 

The easiest way to gauge the 
public’s interest in a contest is 
reaching out, either door-to-
door or through a social media 
platform. Whether the event 
attracts a few neighbors or the 
entire block, the beautiful 
exhibit made by holiday enthu-
siasts’ creativity will inspire a 
festive spirit. Check out some 
ideas on how to get started in 
developing competition and 
helping it grow larger each 
year. 

CHOOSE A THEME
Compile a list of potential 

Christmas themes for the com-
petition. For instance, consider 
encouraging participants to 
decorate their homes using 
popular cartoon characters, 
holiday legends or winter won-
derlands. 

If you have multiple partici-
pants, you can reward more 
winners by breaking up the 
event into different categories. 
Some ideas can be:

• Best use of light patterns.
• Most attractive apartment 

decor.
• Best outdoor Christmas 

tree decorations. 
You should also have a dead-

line in place for a completion 
date and a group of judges to 
decide the winners.

CHOOSING JUDGES
When looking for those in 

charge of declaring a champi-
on, ask elected officials or local 
celebrities if they’re interested. 
Involving a recognizable name 

can help draw attention from 
residents from different neigh-
borhoods. You should also con-
sider allowing citizens from the 
community to cast their votes 
and rate factors like originality, 
presentation and functionality. 

SEEKING PRIZES
Contests need prizes, and if 

bragging rights aren’t a big 
enough reward to give the 
winner, offer gift certificates 
or cash. 

Don’t hesitate to ask com-
munity businesses for dona-
tions to use as awards. In turn, 
offer free advertising for their 
companies by addressing their 
sponsorship during interviews 

or social media posts. 

MAKE IT FUN
Try to avoid being too over 

competitive throughout the 
event. Treat it as a friendly 
competition between neigh-
bors that helps strengthen 
your community while inspir-
ing the Christmas spirit.

Organize a Lights Contest
Spruce up your 

community by inviting 
peers to partake  
in a decoration 

competition. 

© ADOBE STOCK

316 S. HWY. 377 | PILOT POINT  | 940-686-5311
ACE HARDWARE & LUMBER
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HOLIDAY TRADITIONS  |  GIVING BACK

Goods like new clothes, 
financial assistance for a fami-
ly’s holiday or even a hopeful 
child dreaming of a new toy are 
typically on tap. You can make 
a positive impact when sup-
porting this wholesome cause.

If you’re unsure how this type 
of charitable outreach works, 
be sure to check with the orga-
nization. Some may have dif-
ferent methods regarding how 
you send your gift. Whether 
you ship it directly to a recipi-
ent or drop it off with the chari-
ty, it’s essential to make sure 
you follow the right rules.

FIND A GIVING TREE
You can use social media to 

your advantage when discover-
ing giving tree charities. Ask 
your friends or family mem-
bers for their experiences with 
similar organizations. Here are 
some familiar places to look in 
your own backyard.

• Churches.
• Public schools.
• Grocery stores.
• Shopping malls.
• Homeless shelters.
• Government buildings.
• Police or fire stations.

WHAT TO SEND
Typically, the wish you select 

will tell a story about a struggle 
the recipient is going through 

and how their chosen gift will 
impact their life. While you 
should always purchase what 
they ask for, consider being 
extra generous by exceeding 
their expectations.

For instance, if a child has a 

wish for a simple clothing item, 
try to invest in a few different 
outfits and a new pair of shoes 
to add extra excitement on 
Christmas morning. Of course, 
you should keep your budget 
in mind to avoid a reliance on 

credit cards throughout the 
season.

INVOLVE YOUR CHILDREN
Show your children the 

importance of generosity and 
helping others in need by 

involving them with the giving 
tree adventure. They will learn 
a wholesome lesson of appreci-
ation and receive a feeling of 
self-satisfaction when helping 
make someone’s holiday more 
bountiful.

Support a Giving Tree
It’s common to find 

Christmas trees 
decorated with 

ornaments stating 
needs for your fellow 

community members. 

U.S. AIR FORCE/SAMUEL KING JR.

Christmas on the Square

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5 ∙ 4-8 PM
HISTORIC PILOT POINT SQUARE

FOOD ∙ SHOPPING
MEET SANTA & MRS. CLAUS

MOVIE SCREENING: THE GRINCH

PRESENTED BY

Equine Services
• Lameness exams
• Digital radiography
• Reproduction
• Embryo Transfer
• Vaccinations
• Coggins
• Dental
• Emergency Care

Small Animal Services
• Emergency Care
• Spay and Neuter
• Vaccinations

4600 Hwy 377  Aubrey, TX 
(940) 365-9430

Convenient to Pilot Point, Tioga, Collinsville  
and surrounding areas.

PROTECT YOUR PET FROM FLEAS AND TICKS
Heartworm Tests Available

• Dental
• Surgery
• Grooming
• Boarding

Dr. Brett Spencer
Dr. Black
Dr. Ragan

and
Dr. Tadlock

We would like to wish everyone 
a safe Holiday Season and thank 

you all for your trust in us to 
care for and keep your pets 

healthy. And if you have to go 
away without your pet, remember  

Hooves and Paws Pet Hospital 
offers a toop notch boardinng 
facility for your convenience.

Small Business
Saturday

Saturday,
November 28

Pilot Point Chamber of Commerce
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HOLIDAY TRADITIONS  |  GET CREATIVE

Do you need the inspira-
tion to draft an engaging sto-
ryline? Check out these time-
less Christmas classics that 
are a staple in multiple family 
traditions. 

• “A Charlie Brown 
Christmas,” by Charles M. 
Schulz and Vicki Scott.

• “A Christmas Carol,” by 
Jennifer Adams and Alison 
Oliver.

• “Elf on the Shelf,” by Carol 
Aebersold and Chanda Bell.

• “How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas,” by Dr. Seuss.

• “The Night Before 
Christmas,” by Charles 
Santore.

These stories are sure to get 
the creativity flowing and can 
help inspire your family to 
create a book that will make 
an appearance every year. 

BRAINSTORM 
You should begin your new 

story by thinking of a con-

cept. Find ideas by asking 
your children for their favor-
ite aspect of Christmas. 
Perhaps, it’s visiting Santa 
Claus with family, decorating 
the tree or finding gifts for 
loved ones to enjoy. 

After getting a few ideas, 
write down a structure for the 
plot and a tentative ending. 
With the primary points out-
lined, jot down an exciting 

outcome that ties the story 
together. To add personaliza-
tion for your book, use the 
names of family members for 
the characters as well as 
inside jokes that your house-
hold will recognize. 

PRODUCE 
Once the story is finished, 

you should begin illustrating 
the pages. Invest in 

high-quality coloring materi-
als and pages. If you feel that 
your images don’t do the con-
tent justice, consider hiring a 
professional artist. Their 
unique imagery can take your 
words to the next level. 

SHOULD YOU PUBLISH?
If you think your custom 

book would be a family favor-
ite for others, consider pub-

lishing it and trying to sell it. 
Modern technology allows 
even amateur authors to get 
their creations to the public 
without backing them from a 
publisher. 

When self-publishing, be 
sure to market the content to 
your friends and loved ones 
on social media and by shar-
ing a link to the story in pub-
lic forums.

Write a Christmas Story
A Christmas Eve 

tradition in many 
American households 

is reading holiday-
themed storybooks. 

This year, create your 
own tale with the 

children in your life. 
With their input, 

consider a plot, theme 
and list of characters 

who partake in an 
exciting adventure. 

© ADOBE STOCK

It’s a Christmas Tradition!
Wrap up the season with our annnual 
Christmas Greetings issue on Dec. 18.

Letters to Santa | Holiday Features
Advertising space available.

Call Kim or J.T. 
at 940-686-2169
to place your ad. 

Don’t miss it!

Santa’s favorite newspaper!
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With best wishes and gratitude to 
all of you who have helped play 

a vital role in our success this 
past year. 

We look forward to many more 
years of serving you and our 

community.

1110 JC Lane • Pilot Point • 940-686-5770
chandlercabinets.net

HOLIDAY TRADITIONS  |  CRAFTS

Consider visiting your local 
arts and crafts store to pick up 
some durable materials. 
Remember, these relics will 
decorate your Christmas tree 
each year, so try to use 
high-quality items. 

If you have children, include 
them in the custom ornament 
builds. With this tradition, you 
will witness their creativity and 
crafting skills progress year 
after year. Store the decora-
tions in sealed packaging to 
protect the paint or materials 
used for the creation. Once 
your little ones grow and begin 
having kids of their own, hand-
ing them down so they deco-
rate their trees is a wholesome 
milestone. 

Here are some fun ideas to 
get you started as you build a 
new holiday tradition. 

COOKIE-CUTTER 
ORNAMENTS

Find brass or steel 
Christmas-themed cookie cut-
ters at your local grocery store 
or hobby outlet. You will need 
a hot glue gun to adhere the 
materials to a high-quality 
paper. Choose an ornament 
backing that is festive for a 
holiday like one featuring 

trees or jingle bells. 
Allow the cookie cutter to 

completely bond to the page 
before using a small blade to 
cut around the edges. You can 
then use acrylic paints or glit-
ter to create an exciting design 
to display on the tree. Once 
the decorations are in place, 
make a loop out of ribbon or 
twine, then glue it on the 

ornament’s back to hang. 

REDECORATE STORE-
BOUGHT ORNAMENTS
Consider redesigning old 

store-bought ornaments you 
already own. Find materials 
like glitter, paint markers or 
stencils to customize the proj-
ect and give old decorations a 
new life. Children can use les-

sons learned when creating 
Easter eggs by dipping frosted 
ornaments into cups of paint, 
crafts glue, water and gel food 
coloring. Simply drop the 
globes into the mixture to cre-
ate attractive displays.

ELF DOOR
If the Elf on the Shelf visits 

your home each Christmas, 

consider building an elf door 
ornament to act as its entry 
portal. Kids will enjoy the view 
of their stuffed buddy’s gate to 
the North Pole, which he 
accesses to visit with Santa. 
You may find plain door orna-
ments kits and use your imagi-
nation to give it an attractive 
flair with varying colors, a mini 
wreath and lights.

Create Ornaments as a Family
Do you need help 

getting into the 
holiday spirit? A 
festive evening 

crafting personalized 
ornaments with your 

loved ones can do 
the trick. 

© ADOBE STOCK
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