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Early morning work
A crew works on smoothing and shaping Edward Road in Pilot Point on Wednesday morning in the Yarbrough Farms 
development. The final plats for the project were approved by the Pilot Point City Council on June 10.

Photo Courtesy of Matt Kaminski

Teen stabbed 
in Providence
By Abigail Allen
Staff Writer
 A stabbing incident 
on a Providence Village 
basketball court sent one 
teenager to the hospital 
and the other to a deten-
tion center Monday.
 A 14-year-old boy al-
legedly stabbed a 16-year-
old repeatedly with a 
knife near the intersec-
tion of Nantucket Drive 
and Vernon Street.
 “A call came in as a 
fight in progress,” Au-
brey Police Department 
Lt. David Bruce said. “Of-
ficers responded to the lo-
cation in Providence Vil-
lage, discovered a juve-
nile who had stab wounds, 
got the description infor-
mation for the suspect. 
Officers located the sus-
pect, took him into cus-

tody without incident.”
 The police said their 
investigation indicated 
that the boys knew each 
other before the incident.
 There were witnesses 
present, he confirmed.
 The victim was taken 
to Medical City Denton 
after being treated on the 
scene by the Aubrey Fire 
Department, and “the of-
fender was transported 
to Denton County Juve-
nile Justice” after be-
ing found down the street 
from the court, Bruce 
said.
 “The victim is in good 
condition and will recover 
from his injuries,” Bruce 
said.
 According to a state-
ment released by APD, 

See TEENS on Page 3A

Justice Thomp-
son won USA Na-
tional Miss 2021 
on Saturday 
night. The Kru-
gerville resident 
has held many ti-
tles in her years of 
competing in pag-
eants. This is her 
most sought-after 
win.
Photo courtesy of USA 

National Miss

Cross Roads fires 
finance director
By Joe Fragano
Staff Writer
 Late last month, Cross 
Roads town officials noti-
fied their finance director 
of their intentions to ter-
minate her employment be-
cause of a lack of “knowl-
edge, skills and abilities to 
remain employed” by the 
town, according to an open 
record request obtained by 
the Post-Signal.
 Town Administrator 
Kristi Gilbert first noti-
fied the former Finance Di-
rector Susan Zambrano of 
a potential termination on 
June 22, citing her dissat-
isfaction with Zambrano’s 
capabilities in an email.
 In the message, Gilbert 
detailed several issues she 
said she had with Zambra-
no’s performance in the 
past, including failure to 
research and review pol-
icies for the town, incor-
rect data calculations, and 
a deficiency in managing 

and operating the fund ac-
counting software used by 
the town. Gilbert said that 
the issues were “fundamen-
tally unacceptable” and she 
intended to begin the pro-
cess of terminating Zam-
brano’s employment.
 Gilbert requested a di-
rect response from Zam-
brano by June 28 acknowl-
edging the issues she laid 
out in the email and outlin-
ing a course of action that 
Zambrano would take to 
rectify the problems in the 
future. Gilbert also said 
that if Zambrano could not 
do those things, she would 
either accept Zambra-
no’s written resignation or 
move forward with her ter-
mination.
 Zambrano responded 
to Gilbert’s email on June 
28 and refuted almost ev-
erything Gilbert wrote 
about her performance in 

Rhino wins Pilot Point contract
By Abigail Allen
Staff Writer
 Pilot Point will have a new solid 
waste provider starting Nov. 1. 
 Rhino Removal, a Fort Worth-
based company run by Jake Pavelka 
and Ryan Isbell, won the bid for solid 
waste services to replace Waste Con-
nections as the provider for Pilot 
Point.
 “No matter how many contracts 
we have, every contract feels as if 
they’re our only contract,” Isbell said 
after the meeting. “That’s how much 
attention we put on every contract. 
As far as they’re concerned, as far as 
they feel, we have no other custom-
ers.”

 Pavelka echoed what Isbell said, 
and he spoke highly of how Pilot 
Point conducted the process, com-
menting on “how fair the entire pro-
cess was.”
 When he addressed the council 
in advance of the vote, Pavelka pro-
vided his cell phone number to the 
crowd as a show of accountability.
 Republic Services was the staff 
recommendation for the services, 
but the council decided to go with 
Rhino instead, which scored close to 
its bigger competitor.
 Pilot Point resident Andrew Am-
brosio spoke in favor of Rhino Re-
moval.
 “If you go with a national pro-

vider, they’re going to do what 
they do,” Ambrosio said, saying he 
thought the quality of service would 
stay the same. “… And I don’t want 
that. I don’t think the community 
wants that either.”
 When asked by the council for his 
input, City Manager Britt Lusk said 
both companies would be a viable al-
ternative. 
 “We believe that either of the op-
tions … would provide superior ser-
vice to what we have now,” Lusk said.
 Republic had better cash flows 
and a few other factors that caused 
it to score higher. Both were highly 

Aubrey examines AFD needs, plans
By Abigail Allen
Staff Writer
 The Aubrey City Coun-
cil members took a de-
tailed look at the Aubrey 
Fire Department’s needs 
and potential plans for the 
future during a budget 
workshop on July 6. 
 AFD Chief Michael 
Starr spoke about the need 

to prepare for Station 
Three, which will likely be 
built in the Silverado de-
velopment within the next 
few years. 
 “The problem honestly 
is, right now, I don’t know 
where I would put them,” 
Starr said.
 A new station would re-
quire 18 employees, a new 

firetruck and the station 
building itself. 
 In the past, the AFD 
was eyeing Cross Roads as 
a potential location for the 
third station on the same 
plat of land as a police sta-
tion. That plan got de-
railed when the Northeast 
Police Department situa-
tion dissolved.

 The Aubrey Fire 
shifted its focus to other 
areas for a new fire sta-
tion. With the population 
density Silverado has, it 
makes sense to focus on it 
as the next location, Starr 
and the Aubrey City Coun-
cil members said.

 

Mosquitoes test positive for 
West Nile in Pilot Point trap
By Abigail Allen
Staff Writer
 A mosquito testing site 
near Debbie Lane popped up 
positive for West Nile Virus, 
which prompted mosquito 
abatement measures Wednes-
day night.
 West Nile Virus caused 
four current human cases 
within the county in 2020, ac-
cording to the Denton County 
Public Health website. 
 “In 2021, we have not had a 
confirmed human case in Den-
ton County,” DCPH represen-
tative Alex Reed said.
 DCPH recommends that 

people practice the three D’s: 
drain standing water, dress in 
long sleeves and pants and de-
fend with an EPA approved in-
sect repellent. 
 The county also recom-
mends staying indoors at dusk 
and dawn, when mosquitoes 
tend to be most active.
 “If you believe you are ex-
periencing any West Nile Vi-
rus symptoms such as high fe-
ver, severe headache, disorien-
tation, and/or neck stiffness, 
immediately contact your doc-
tor or health care provider. If 
you do not have a health care 
provider, please contact your 

local emergency room or ur-
gent care center,” the website 
says.
 Pilot Point City Hall has 
mosquito dunks available, 
which are disks that help 
eradicate mosquito larvae in 
standing water. 
 The city asked that resi-
dents “please attempt to pre-
vent standing water on your 
property,” according to its 
Facebook page. 
 “One to two teaspoons 
of standing water is all that 
is needed for mosquitoes to 
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recommended, but the dif-
ference came, Lusk said, 
in the enthusiasm in those 
recommendations.
 “Rhino had stronger ref-
erences when asked,” he 
said. “Their customers ref-
erenced how excited they 
were, how happy they were, 
whereas Republic’s said 
they do a good job.”
 Mayor Shea Dane-Pat-
terson said Rhino was her 
preference because the res-
idential rates are lower.
 She mentioned that the 
biggest concern raised to 
the council in recent years 
regarding utility costs is 
that of people on fixed in-
comes in the area.
 “That’s who I serve, is 
our residents,” she said.
 The council unani-
mously selected Rhino.
 Pilot Point will be the 
second city the company 
serves. It also handles ser-
vices for the neighbor-
hoods of Savannah, Paloma 
Creek, Arrowbrooke, Ar-
tesia, Northstar, Chisholm 
Springs as well as the un-
incorporated areas around 
Azle, Rhome, Briar, Has-
let, Granbury, Justin, 
Newark, Springtown and 
Weatherford.
 The City Council also 
heard a budget presenta-
tion from new Finance Di-
rector Michele Sanchez, 
who gave an overview of 
the trends for the revenue 
and expenditures for the 
year.
 Sanchez spoke about the 
major goals and objectives 
for the upcoming budget. 
 Those include provid-
ing a 5% raise that would 
be based on a market evalu-
ation to bring the city staff 
to a mid-line level of pay for 
the area.
 “We are well below mar-
ket on the vast majority of 
our jobs that we have here 
in the city,” Lusk said. “So 
what this rate, this 5% in-
crease will do, it will just 

help us get closer to that 
mid-market value so we can 
be competitive.”
 That will help with re-
tention and recruiting, he 
added.
 The plan would also al-
low for six new municipal 
employees: an administra-
tive assistant, police corpo-
ral, patrol officer, city plan-
ner, streets employee and a 
parks employee.
 Other than a comment 
from council member Ev-

erett Cummings question-
ing the wisdom of provid-
ing a raise across the board 
that is not merit-based, the 
council members present 
indicated they were good 
with Sanchez moving for-
ward based on that plan. 
 Dane-Patterson asked 
about what the city will do 
to replenish the reserves 
that were depleted in recent 
years.
 “We’re still monitoring 
that; we’re still trying to 

add to that,” Lusk said.
 Any money left unused 
will help bolster that, he 
said, and there will be de-
posits into reserves fac-
tored into the budget.
 Mayor Pro Tem Matt 
McIlravy inquired about 
the bond projects for the 
streets and sidewalks.
 Lusk responded, say-
ing the city staff is try-
ing to balance doing the 
work, which is necessary, 
with keeping the tax rate as 

steady as possible to match 
the public’s expectation re-
lated to the tax rate.
 There was no specific 
discussion of what the tax 
rate itself would be during 
the initial budget discus-
sion.
 The council also went 
into executive session to 
discuss Hernandez vs. the 
City of Pilot Point, a law-
suit by a former employee, 
as well as demand letters 
from Gary and Deborah 

Garcin related to the indus-
trial park area.
 No action was taken by 
the council on either item 
when it returned to regular 
session.
 The council earlier also 
accepted the Nortex bid to 
provide fiber internet to the 
new police and fire stations, 
and to approve the interlo-
cal agreement with Pilot 
Point ISD for the school li-
aison program.

Jake Pavelka, owner of Rhino Removal, makes his case to the Pilot Point City Council on July 8. His company was selected to be the solid waste pro-
vider for the city of Pilot Point starting on Nov. 1.

Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal
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By Joe Fragano
Staff Writer
 A clearer picture of 
Texas’ newest lake comes 
into view as the early 
stages of Lake Ralph Hall’s 
construction begins in Fan-
nin County, which had its 
groundbreaking in June.
 The reservoir is set to 
complete construction in 
the next five years and is 
meant to provide 140 mil-
lion gallons of fresh water 
daily to Denton and Collin 
counties. 
 The area Lake Ralph 
Hall is intended to serve 
will experience huge 
growth in the coming 
years, and the Upper Trin-
ity Regional Water district 
predicts that water us-
age across the area will in-
crease five times over the 
next 50 years.
 The project includes 
construction of a dam and 
an underground pipeline 
that will transport water 
from Lake Ralph Hall to a 
nearby existing pump sta-
tion currently used by Lake 
Lewisville. That pump sta-
tion will in turn send the 
raw water to a treatment 
plant, where it will be made 

ready for distribution.
 Covering 16,000 acres of 
land and costing just shy of 
$500 million, Lake Ralph 
Hall is a huge project. Now, 
after decades of planning, 
construction has finally be-
gun on the reservoir. 
 Brian Roberson, the 
Providence Village town 
manager, represents Au-
brey on the Upper Trin-
ity Regional Water Dis-
trict board and serves as its 
president. 
 He said that developers 
have been ready to break 
ground for some time but 
were waiting for the right 
permits from the state to 
get to work.
 “As far as physical ac-
tivity, [the groundbreak-
ing] was the big kickoff,” 
Roberson said. “It’s been 
in progress … for years—
a couple decades really. 
[They] were mostly waiting 
on permits. The last per-
mit to get signed was in De-
cember. To go from there to 
[getting] under construc-
tion in six months is pretty 
good.”
 Despite the scale of the 
project, the surrounding 
area should be relatively 

disruption-free. 
 Part of Lake Ralph 
Hall’s construction plan in-
volves building a 1.1-mile-
long bridge that will take 

State Highway 34 over the 
new lake. Roberson said 
that to date there have been 
no closures of the highway, 
but that some county roads 

will be covered by the sur-
face area of the new lake. 
 Those roads will have to 
be rerouted in the future. 
 Construction on the res-

ervoir itself is expected to 
finish in 2024, with the wa-
ter delivery pipeline ready 
for use the following year.

Upper Trinity to get water from Ralph Hall

Graphic Courtesy of lakeralphhall.com
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BAPTIST 
 Calvary Baptist Church. Northeast of The Square on Jefferson Street, Pilot Point. Pas-
tor Roger Greer. 686-2274. www.calvarypilotpoint.org. Sunday Bible study fellowship, 
9:30 a.m.; morning worship service, 10:45 a.m.; youth Bible study, 6 p.m. 
 First Rock Fellowship. 201 North Cherry. Rev. Christopher Walden, pastor. 940-365-
2445. Sunday: 8:30 a.m., 11 a.m. 
 First Baptist Church, Krugerville. U.S. 377S. Rev. Sam Redfearn, Pastor. Sun. School, 
9:45 a.m. Sun. worship, 11 a.m. Sun. evening worship, 6 p.m. Tuesday Bible Study, 7 
p.m.,  Wednesday, AWANAS & 24/7, 6:30 p.m. fbckrugerville.com.
 Bethel Baptist Church of Pilot Point, 210 E. Main. Pastor Buddy Garland (903-429-
3661). Sunday School 9:30; morning worship 10:30; evening 6 p.m. 
 Friendship Baptist Church. 220 S. Ray Roberts Parkway, Tioga. Rev. Justin Elwell, 
Pastor. Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.; Sunday worship, 10:45 a.m.; Bible study Wed., 7-8 
p.m.; 940-437-2000.
  Green Valley Baptist Church, 9901 FM 428, Aubrey; Pastor, Ronnie Allen. Services: 
10:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Sunday; 6:30 p.m. Wednesday. Phone: 469-688-5706, www.
greenvalleybaptistchurch.org. 
 Midway Church, 9540 U.S. 377 Pilot Point TX 76258. Midway Church exists to inspire 
people to Live Fully For God. Without God we struggle to make sense of life, but God’s 
plan is to give us a life overfl owing with joy and peace. That’s why we’re here - to connect 
people to the source of life through inspirational worship, relevant messages, and con-
nection with a group of people who totally get where you are in life.
 New Hope Baptist Church, Cross Roads, U.S. 377. Worship: Sundays at 11 a.m. 
www.newhopeaubrey.com
 Countyline First Baptist Church. 512 E. Walcott, Pilot Point. Rev. B.W. McClendon, Jr., 
pastor.  686-2098.
 Antioch Baptist Church. FM 428W and FM 2931. V. Barry Mathis, pastor. 365-3521. 
Sunday services: Morning Worship, 10:45 a.m.; Evening Worship, 6 p.m.
 Mt. Carmel Baptist Church. 27260 FM 121, Tioga. Pastor, Daniel Tanguma. Sunday 
School, 10 a.m. Sunday worship, 11 a.m., AWANA 4:30 p.m.
 Mountain Springs Fellowship Bible Church, 14777 S. FM 372, Mountain Springs. 
James Reid, Pastor. Fellowship time 10 a.m.; Sunday worship, 10:30 a.m. 940-395-2777.
 Mt. Zion Baptist Church. 1940 CR 203, Collinsville. Tony Norman, Pastor. 940-393-
6821. Sunday School 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.; Wed. Bible Study 7 p.m. 
 St. James Baptist, Pilot Point. Rev. John Ross, pastor.
 Mustang Baptist Church.13335 Mustang Road. Coach G.A. Moore, Jr., Pastor. Sun-
day School 9:30 a.m.; worship service 10:30 a.m. www.mustangbaptist.org

APOSTOLIC FAITH
 New Testament Church of Jesus Christ. 535 E. Walcott St., Pilot Point. John A. Wil-
liams. pastor. 686-5022. Sun. School, 9:30 a.m. Sunday; worship, 11 a.m., 3 p.m. 

CATHOLIC 
 St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church. 925 N. Charcut., Pilot Point.  686-2088. Mass 
schedule: Saturday, 5 p.m.; Sunday, 8 a.m., 11 a.m., 12:45 p.m. (Spanish). Confessions 
heard Saturdays, 3:15 p.m.-4:15 p.m.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
 Church of Christ. 426 S. Jefferson, Pilot Point. 940-293-5620. Craig Tullis, minister. 
Sun. worship 10:45 a.m., Sun. Bible class 9:45 a.m. Wednesday. Bible class 7:00 p.m.
 Church of Christ, Tioga, Gene Autry Drive. Sun. school, 9:30 a.m. Sun. worship, 10:30 
a.m.

CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
 Grace Point Nazarene Church. 611 E. Liberty, Pilot Point. Sundays 10 a.m. Rev. 
Dwayne Edwards, pastor. Website: gracepointnaz.net. Email: pastordwayne@grace-
pointnaz.net. 760-518-6732.

CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST
 Church of God in Christ. West Walcott, Pilot Point. Elder M. L. Johnston, pastor. Sun-
day worship, 10 a.m.; 6 p.m.

CHRISTIAN 
 First Christian Church. North Main Street, Aubrey. 940-367-3591. Rev. Sara Beck-
ham, sarajonathan217@gmail.com. 469-667-4233. Sunday School, 10 a.m. Sunday 
worship, 11 a.m.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
 Cowboy Country Chapel. McKinney and Morrison Streets, Pilot Point. Rev. Carl 
Smith, pastor. 686-0067. Sunday worship, 10:45 a.m., Sunday night Bible study, 5 p.m., 
Wed. prayer meeting, 6-7 p.m. 
 Aubrey First Assembly of God. Cole Perkins, pastor. 580-583-5812.
 Tioga Community Church, 501 Cutler Street, Tioga. Mark Arrington, senior pastor, 
903-821-7152. Sunday School, 9:30 a.m. Sunday. worship, 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m. Wednes-
day. Bible studies begin at 6:30  p.m.

METHODIST 
 First United Methodist Church, 217 S. Church Street, Pilot Point. (940) 686-2338. Rev. 
Cynthia Kennedy, pastor. pilotpointfumc@gmail.com. www.pilotpointfumc.org. Sunday 
School, 10 a.m., Sun. worship, 11 a.m., Youth Group, Sun. 6 p.m.  
 Tioga United Methodist Church. Porch Street, Tioga. Rebecca Grogan, senior pastor. 
Sunday School, 9 a.m. Sunday worship, 10 a.m.
 Aubrey First United Methodist Church. 113 W. Plum, one block west of Main. Joseph 
Baker, pastor. 940-365-3024. Sunday: youth and adult classes, 9:45 a.m.; worship, 11 
a.m.; fellowship following worship.
 Bethel Methodist Church of Denton County (an Independent Methodist Denomination) 
3126 FM 2931, Aubrey. Sunday school 10 a.m., Sunday worship 11 a.m. 409-543-8444, 
Website: www.betheldenton.com.
 Grace Chapel. 14632 Fishtrap Rd. Traditional worship, 9:30 a.m. Modern worship, 
10:45 a.m. 940-440-6626. www.grace380.org.
 Oak Grove United Methodist Church, FM 720W south of U.S. 380, Aubrey. Rev. Don 
Kirsch, pastor. 940-365-3027. Sunday School, 9 a.m. Sunday worship 10 a.m.

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 Green Valley Community Church. FM 2153, Aubrey, 940-440-9469. Wendell Lillard, 
pastor; James Grider, youth minister. Sun. School, 10 a.m. Sunday worship, 11 a.m. 
 Faith Assembly 700 N. Harmon, Aubrey. Clarence and Patricia Dalrymple, Pastors. 
Sun. School, 9:30 a.m., Sun. 10:45 a.m. and 6 p.m., Wednesday 6 p.m. 940-365-9360. 
 Covenant Church, Cross Roads. Service times Sunday, 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. www.
covenantcrossroads.org. 940-365-1395.
 Cornerstone Church of Aubrey, 7850 FM 2931 (near Mustang Water offi ce), Aubrey. 
Sunday, prayer, 10 a.m., worship, 10:30 a.m.; Thursday, Bible study, 7 p.m. Pastor: Dan 
Franke, pastorfranke@ccaubrey.com. www.ccaubrey.com. 
 Restoration Cowboy Church. 910 U.S. 377S, Aubrey. Pastors Rod and Alicia Parker. 
Service times, Sunday, 10 a.m., Wednesday, 7 p.m. www.RestorationCowboyChurch.
org.
 Aubrey Country Church. 3000 Rock Hill Rd, Aubrey TX 76227. Dewayne Brawner, 
Pastor. Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. 
 Unity Spiritual Center of Denton (Positive, Practical Christianity). 6071 New Hope 
Road, Krugerville, TX 76227. 940-367-1826. www.unitydenton.org

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
 Pilot Point Seventh-Day Adventist, 990 W. Walcott, Pilot Point. Wed. prayer meeting, 
7 p.m. Sat. church service, 9:15 and 11 a.m. 940-239-2533.

Church 
Directory
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the June 22 email while ac-
knowledging a failure to 
complete adequate research 
on the town’s Franchise Fee 
Agreements.
 The former fi nance di-
rector told Gilbert that 
she felt the notice of possi-
ble termination was abrupt 
and that she had received 
no correspondence from the 
town in the past that sug-
gested her performance 
was inadequate. She also 
voiced her displeasure with 

the current town adminis-
tration.
 “I have felt avoided, ex-
cluded, and often times tar-
geted by the new adminis-
tration,” Zambrano said to 
Gilbert. “If I was consid-
ered a valuable employee, 
these items could have been 
addressed prior to it com-
ing to possible termina-
tion.”
 Zambrano went on to 
again deny the perfor-
mance defi ciencies Gilbert 

said Zambrano displayed 
and declined to offer her 
resignation.
 Gilbert responded to 
Zambrano on the same day 
notifying her of her offi cial 
termination. Gilbert told 
Zambrano that she would 
not be able to allow Zam-
brano to “learn on the job” 
when it comes to basic func-
tions of the job and that she 
needed a more qualifi ed fi -
nance director.
 “I cannot adequately 

perform my job without a 
fully functional Finance 
Director and you have 
proven unable to fulfi ll that 
role satisfactorily,” Gilbert 
told Zambrano.
 Zambrano has the right 
to appeal her termination 
with the town, but no in-
dication has been made 
by either Zambrano or 
Cross Roads town offi cials 
whether she intends to do 
so.

TOWN Continued from Page 1A

Quirks make us who we are
 There’s a contradiction 
that seems to apply to most 
of us: what makes us feel like 
we’re weird is often what 
also makes us interesting.
 As I was growing up, be-
ing distinctive wasn’t really 
celebrated.
 Being a nerd was defi -
nitely not appealing, either.
 Growing up, both of those 
realities sometimes hurt. 
Now, however, I’m grateful 
for the challenges I faced as a 
weird kid.
 Facing that adversity 
then made me stronger to-
day.
 That’s why I’ve learned 

to embrace what 
makes me distinc-
tive, and I love to 
encourage others to 
do the same.
 My husband, 
girls and I trav-
eled to Utah to visit 
family over the 
weekend, and while 
we were there, we 
got to ride up to the 
summit of a moun-
tain at the Sun-
dance Resort.
 The trip up and 
back was visually 
interesting because of all of 
the details we could see—

the different types 
of trees, the fl ow-
ers, the other peo-
ple passing by, the 
crags in the moun-
tains surrounding 
us.
 The differ-
ences made it beau-
tiful. If everything 
had been identical, 
it would have been 
an incredibly bor-
ing experience. 
 People’s dif-
ferences make life 
richer. 

 Interacting with some-
one who sees the world from 

a different perspective helps 
me think about situations in 
a new light and can, at times, 
help me fi nd a new solution to 
a problem or see someone in a 
different light, which can be 
incredibly valuable.
 That helps me embrace 
my awkwardness and do my 
best to be myself in every in-
teraction.
 I hope you’ll feel comfort-
able to do the same.

Abigail Allen is the Man-
aging Editor. She can be 
reached at aallen@postsig-
nal.com.

ABIGAIL 
ALLEN

OPINION

breed,” according to the 
DCPH website. 
 To check for which test-
ing sites have had a positive 
West Nile test, visit den-
toncounty.gov/wnv.
 Residents in the area 
can contact their city or 
town to ask about mosquito 
dunk availability. Dunks 
are also available at lo-
cal farm supply stores and 
hardware stores.
 West Nile Virus spreads 
in specifi c ways and is not 
easily communicable.
 “Most often, the West 
Nile Virus (WNV) is spread 
by the bite of an infected 
mosquito,” according to 
the DCPH website. “In a 
very small number of cases, 
WNV has been spread 
through blood transfu-
sions, organ transplants, 
breastfeeding, and mother-
to-child during pregnancy. 
WNV is not spread through 
casual contact (such as 
touching or kissing).”
 Most cases occur from 
summer into fall, and the 
virus is “a potentially seri-
ous virus that is transmit-
ted by mosquitoes that af-
fects the nervous system,” 
according to DCPH.
 Although animals can 
be infected by the virus, 
most aren’t harmed by 
it, but “equines appear to 
be the only domestic ani-
mal adversely affected by 
WNV, and there is a vac-
cine available,” DCPH said.

VIRUS Continued from Page 1A

“evidence found and statements given 
at the scene led offi cers to charge the 
suspect with aggravated assault.”
 “Due to the ages of the victim and 
suspect no further information will 
be released at this time,” the state-
ment said.
 A GoFundMe account created on 

Wednesday identifi ed Jacob Pannell 
as the victim.
 “As anyone could imagine, this 
has been a very traumatic experience 
for Jacob and his family,” organizer 
Robin Booker wrote. “Nina (mom) has 
been at the hospital around the clock 
with him. She is a nurse and if she 

doesn’t work she isn’t paid. The hospi-
tal bills and future therapies will un-
doubtedly be an expense they are not 
prepared for.”
 To access the GoFundMe account 
called “Help Jacob with medical ex-
penses,” visit bit.ly/3elzMFb.

TEENS Continued from Page 1A

By Joe Fragano
Staff Writer

Residents at Tioga’s 
Monday City Council meet-
ing made their feelings on 
smaller residential lot sizes 
in town very clear; they do 
not approve.
 Included on the meet-
ing agenda was a public 
hearing in which residents 
could voice their opinion on 
a local property owner’s re-
quest to replat a larger lot 
on Gilliland Street into sev-
eral smaller lots, some of 
which would be fewer than 
70 feet wide, the minimum 
width according to Tioga’s 
ordinances. Several resi-

dents spoke up in opposi-
tion of the variance, voic-
ing several different con-
cerns.
 The main issue of those 
who spoke was that if the 
city begins granting vari-
ances to build smaller lots, 
more requests will come 
to build even smaller ones. 
The residents that spoke 
see the issue as a slippery 
slope, and they said they 
did not want the council to 
get in the habit of shrink-
ing lot sizes.
 Among other concerns 
was the damage that add-
ing multiple lots for con-
struction would do to the 

surrounding properties. 
Later in the meeting when 
council offi cially consid-
ered the variance, they 
unanimously denied the 
variance.
 Also discussed in the 
meeting was a pair of spe-
cifi c use requests from the 
owners of Clark’s Outpost. 
Owners Rebecca Binyon 
and Brian Landrey’s fi rst 
permit request would al-
low them continued use of 
a drive-thru station they 
had constructed during 
the time when COVID-19 
restrictions did not allow 
them to serve customers in 
their dining room.

 Binyon said the restau-
rant was hoping to not only 
continue using the drive-
thru but to improve upon it 
as well.
 “[The drive-thru] will be 
in the same location as it is 
now,” Binyon said. “We’ve 
talked about covering the 
window … and adding [a 
curtain] to reduce some of 
the [air conditioning] loss.”
 The second was for a 
permit to allow alcoholic 
beverage consumption in 
the restaurant. Both per-
mits were approved in a 
unanimous vote by the 
council.

Tioga council denies variance
Graphic Courtesy of Denton County Public Health
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 “You need a station out 
in Silverado, for sure, be-
cause you have Aspen 
there, you’ve got all that 
development,” Starr said. 
“So, that station defi nitely 
needs to happen. It does al-
low us from that station to 
help cover Providence Vil-
lage.”
 The council asked about 
the situation with Cross 
Roads on negotiating con-
tinuing to provide fi re and 
EMS services. 
 Starr said he told the 
town that the costs will 
likely remain at $425,000, 
based on the call volume 
trends Cross Roads has ex-
perienced in recent years, 
factoring out nonemer-
gency vehicle unlock calls. 
 He recommended to the 
Aubrey council that a pos-
sible fi ve-year contract 
could include a 5% annual 
cap for increase in costs for 
the town for the cost of ser-
vices. 
 “We wouldn’t go over 
that 5% unless we buy a 
new fi retruck or something 

that’s going to drive that 
cost up,” he said.
 Council member Erin 
Allen expressed concern 
about whether a call volume 
increase could cause that to 
not be feasible for Aubrey. 
She suggested opting for a 
certain number of calls be-
ing covered by the contract 
and a number above that 
having an associated value.
 “If their calls double, … 
the Aubrey residents are 
offsetting the cost,” she 
said.
 Other contracts with 
neighboring cities, includ-
ing Providence Village 
and Krugerville, were dis-
cussed at the workshop.
 Council member De-
wayne Brawner also asked 
about the Aubrey Area Am-
bulance, which owns the 
ambulances used for Au-
brey EMS.
 Starr gave a high-level 
view of how the service op-
erates.
 “I think it’s time for us 
to merge,” Starr said. “I 
think that model worked 

well early on, when the city 
was small, and we were all 
volunteer.”
 He added that he needs 
to check in with the board, 
and it would take time to 
transfer over the owner-
ship of the vehicles.
 The city of Aubrey is 
likely going to absorb the 
nonprofi t organization in 
within the next few years. 
 Allen asked about the 
AAA’s contract with Oak 
Point for EMS services 
without the city having an 
agreement in place with 
that city.
 “I understand y’all’s 
concern on that,” Starr 
said. “I think the fi x on that 
is just do an agreement be-
tween the city of Aubrey 
and the city of Oak Point. 
It’s kind of like a water dis-
trict. The city is the lead 
on that. … I haven’t talked 
to Oak Point. I don’t think 
they would have a problem 
with it.”
 Allen also asked early 
on in the meeting whether 
the department and the city 

would be better off hiring 
more staff to help relieve 
the current staff based on 
the amount of overtime re-
fl ected in the past year.
 “You’re saying we need 
to staff up for Station 
Three anyway,” she said.

 Starr said he can look at 
how much of the overtime 
was mandatory and how 
much was because the staff 
was having to work extra 
time beyond that amount. 
 The July 6 workshop 
was the council’s third bud-

get workshop. Another is 
planned for 8 a.m. Satur-
day morning. For informa-
tion about how to attend in 
person or virtually, visit 
aubreytx.gov.
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By Tatiana Ambrosio
Staff Writer
 Lovepacs in Aubrey re-
cently received a gift from 
the 380 Rotary Club. 
 That gift will be applied 
to the coming school year’s 
needs for the food-focused 
nonprofi t.
 “What a Lovepac pro-
vides is breakfast and 
lunch and snacks, but 
we also supplement with 
things like chicken, tuna, 
vegetables, things that also 
can be implemented into 
their dinner as well,” said 
Karen Mattson, the Love-
pacs Aubrey Chapter com-
munity leader.
 The recipients will be 
the students in area school 
districts receiving free and 
reduced lunches through 
the National School Break-
fast and Lunch Program 
for Texas.
 Mattson has been in-
volved with the Aubrey 
chapter for six years. 
 Lovepacs is an organiza-
tion that started in 2011.
 “Four founding fami-
lies were made aware of 6 
kids at Camey Elementary 
in The Colony who were be-
ing sent home from school 
every Friday with a back-
pack of food because they 
were not getting enough to 
eat on the weekend,” states 
Lovepacs.org.
 The program also pro-
vides those meals for the 
students during breaks like 
Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas. 
 “During Thanksgiving 
we’re out for a full week, 
so they get a nine-day box,” 
she said. “… And at Christ-

mas, each child gets two 
boxes [per day] because 
we’re out for two weeks 
during Christmas break.”
 Foods packed can be 
canned soup, canned veg-
etables, granola bars, pea-
nut butter and ramen noo-
dle packets.
 Lovepacs has a snack 
pantry for the schools as 
well. Mattson said many 
students may come to 
school hungry who may not 
be signed up for the free/
reduced lunch program. 
In those instances, the 
school counselor will offer 
them something from the 
stocked snack pantry.
 Lovepacs also provides 
weekend bags for teens in 
the district who may be 
homeless or have unsta-
ble living situations, which 
may include living in and 
out of hotels or “couch-hop-
ping.”
 “Last year, we provided 
weekend bags for 12-18 kids 
every weekend of the school 
year,” she said.
 The food provided in 
these bags include foods 
that can be cooked at a gas 
station, like single serv-
ing items of instant noodle 
cups, macaroni and cheese 
cups, and popcorn.
 School counselors are 
aware of children in need 
and will relay the number 
of weekend bags that are 
needed. 
 The program operates in 
anonymity when it comes to 
which students are in need.
 During COVID-19 shut-
downs, Mattson said, noth-
ing changed on the distri-
bution side. Boxes were still 

sent home with students. 
 However, what changed 
was that group box-packing 
could not happen. So, she 
oftentimes, packed them all 
by herself.
 Carlos Urquidez, the 
new president of the 380 
Rotary Club, started his 
term on July 1. He has been 
a member of the 380 Ro-
tary Club since it began in 
2018. He’s served in many 
roles for the club in recent 
years, such as the member-
ship chair and the presi-
dent-elect.
 Rotary Clubs have been 
in action since 1905, start-
ing as one of the world’s 
fi rst service organizations. 

It was meant as a place 
where professionals can 
come together and inspire 
each other while affecting 
change in their communi-
ties. 
 Since it’s origination, 
Rotary International has 
grown to a “global network 
of 1.2 million neighbors, 
friends, leaders and prob-
lem-solvers,” its website ex-
plains. Main functions are 
to “take action on sustain-
able projects. From liter-
acy and peace to water and 
health, we are always work-
ing to better our world.”
 Urquidez said that at 
the end of the last Rotary 
year, the club gave a $1,000 

dollar donation to Love-
pacs.
 However, Urquidez ex-
plained, many 380 Rotari-
ans have ongoing relation-
ships of service with Love-
pacs. 
 “Linda Inman, her 
house is a collection cen-
ter for Lovepacs,” he said. 
“Brian Roberson is there to 
help deliver every time for 
Lovepacs.”
 Mattson was touched by 
the donation.
 “It was a wonderful sur-
prise, and I am so grateful 
for the Rotary. They have 
been tremendous support-
ers of us,” Mattson said. 
 She also said the 380 

Rotary Club’s help has not 
just been fi nancial. They 
have also helped with food 
drives. 
 “They are really a great 
asset to Lovepacs of Au-
brey,” she said. 
 Urquidez said the next 
items on their calendar are 
the Backpack Drive they fa-
cilitate for new students in 
the area along with taking 
over several “tiny librar-
ies” in Providence Village.
 “Those are our two big 
service projects right now,” 
he said. 
 He said it’s the begin-
ning of the new service 
year and things are still yet 
to be determined. 
      In the recent past, the 
380 Rotary Club helped by 
donating many pallets of 
water to schools in the area 
because water fountains 
were shut off under CO-
VID-19 restrictions.
 The club also packed 
STAAR testing packets for 
students that were taking 
the STAAR test. 
 “I look forward to 
… helping people enact 
change, real change, in 
other people’s lives,” Urqui-
dez said.
      The next steps for Love-
pacs of Aubrey is to move 
up the U.S. 377 corridor 
into Pilot Point.
     “My goal, because I know 
there is the need, is to try 
to move up into Pilot Point 
because there is a great 
need there,” Mattson said. 
“That was my goal last year 
and then COVID hit.”

The Aubrey City Council gather together for a budget workshop on July 6, at which they 
talk to Aubrey Fire Department Chief Michael Starr about the department.
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380 Rotary provides $1K to Lovepacs Aubrey

The 380 Rotary Club made a donation to Lovepacs, an area charitable organization that 
provides students in Aubrey meals during weekends and breaks during the school year.

Photo Courtesy of the 380 Rotary Club
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Sharing the love of literature

By Abigail Allen
Staff Writer
 A little red barn sits on Massey 
Road.
 Inside, instead of animals, 
books stand, available for borrow-
ing.
 The little red barn is registered 
as the Lanier Little Free Library 
with littlefreelibrary.org, which 
originated in Hudson, Wisconsin, 
and has become an international 
nonprofi t organization.
 “I’m the second one in Pilot 
Point,” said Amy Lanier, one of 
the stewards of the tiny library on 
Massey. “There is one on Jeffer-
son.”
 With the help of her husband 
Mark Lanier, Amy started up 
theirs in January, she told the 
Lake Ray Roberts Rotary Club on 
Tuesday afternoon.
 “Anybody can do that; you can 
open one, and when you register it, 
it’s about $20, maybe $50, for the 
little plaque that says take a book, 
share a book, and it puts you on the 
map,” she said.
 The couple has plans for mak-
ing the little barn even more in-
viting by adding landscaping, a 
bench and a welcome sign.
 “It will only improve and get 
better with time,” she said.
 That’s because she wants peo-
ple to visit and take advantage of 
the chance to read the books and 
share ones they love with others 
through donation, too.
 “I would never want someone 
to not stop just because they don’t 

have a book to leave,” Amy said.
 The books are there to be read, 
and that’s her primary focus.
 “It’s more about spreading the 
love,” she said. “That’s one of my 
favorite things about it. I don’t 
have rules [there].”
 Literacy, which is one of the fo-
cuses of Rotary, has also been the 
focus of Amy’s professional life.
 Her path through working in 
education, which started with her 
serving as an English teacher who 
became a librarian, led her to work 
at Texas Woman’s University, her 

alma mater twice over.
 As part of the faculty, Amy is 
expected to focus on three areas: 
teaching, scholarship and service.
 “In service, that brought me to 
the 19th Century Club,” she said. 
“I was looking for areas to serve. 
And then, also, it caused me to do 
something I have wanted to do for 
years, and that is to install a Lit-
tle Free Library at the end of my 
driveway.”
 Amy is using her professional 
skills as a librarian into her ser-
vice with the library that’s acces-

sible day and night.
 “I do care about community lit-
eracy, and I love Pilot Point,” she 
said.
 Life brought her back to Pilot 
Point, where she grew up as Amy 
Dane.
 When they visited her parents 
for her father Ray Dane’s 70th 
birthday, she realized, “I want to 
be near my parents again.”
 Her parents gave her the love of 
literature. 
 “I got my love of books from my 
parents,” Amy said. “My mother 

always read to me. My dad was 
a book collector. I’ve actually 
learned that collecting books and 
reading books are two different 
hobbies.”
 She will comb through the Lit-
tle Free Library to maximize the 
space by keeping books she thinks 
will circulate inside.
 She’ll give some that might not 
fl y off the shelf a little while before 
culling it and donating it to a place 
like Twice as Nice Resale in Den-
ton. 
 “There just isn’t enough room 
to keep everything in there,” she 
said. 
 Twice as Nice is also one of her 
favorite places to fi nd items to 
stock in the library.
 Her library leans toward adult 
fi ction, with some children’s 
books, young adult literature and 
nonfi ction sprinkled in.
 She has had some books disap-
pear that were worth quite a bit of 
money.
 “You can’t not do something 
good just because one or two peo-
ple take advantage,” Amy said. 
“… The world would be a way more 
terrible place if we all stopped be-
cause of challenges.”
 Instead, she wants to chal-
lenge and encourage others to cre-
ate more Little Free Libraries 
throughout Pilot Point.
 She showed the Rotary Club ex-
amples of fun iterations of Little 
Free Libraries: a simple blue one, 
one made to look like Oscar the 
Grouch, a canoe fi lled with books 
with a door in front, a repurposed 
newsstand and an old United 
Kingdom telephone booth or two.
 “I would love to look on the map 
and see a lot of little red dots,” she 
said of Pilot Point. “A lot more 
than two.”

Around Town
Master Gardeners present
Gardens Gone Wild
 Charlotte Canion with the Den-
ton Master Gardeners will pres-
ent Gardens Gone Wild: Putting 
out the Welcome Mat for Wild-
life Habitats for ages 16 and older 
at 2 p.m. Friday at the Pilot Point 
Community Library, 324 S. Wash-
ington St. For more information, 
call 940-686-5004.

Summer programs 
continue at local libraries
 The Aubrey Area Library is 
continuing its summer reading 
2021 program “Tails and Tales” 
for children, teens and adults 
through July 30. Read to Kisa the 
service dog will be at 10:30 a.m. 
July 31 followed by the Summer 
Reading Finale at 11 a.m. with 
“Wildlife on the Move – The Un-
huggables” by Eric Brittingham. 
For more information, call the li-
brary at 940-365-9162. 
 The Pilot Point Community Li-
brary’s summer reading program 
theme continues through July 31. 
The next Family Movie, “Timeless 
Tales, will be Saturday with show-
ings at 10 a.m. and 11 a.m. The 
next family event will be “Skins 
and Skulls” by Science with an 
Attitude at 9 a.m. Thursday. For 
more information, call 940-686-
5004.

Crafters Retreat to be held
at Aubrey library
 The Aubrey Area Library, 226 
Countryside Drive is planning a 
Crafters Retreat on Friday from 
9 a.m.-6 p.m. and Saturday from 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. for ages 16 and up. 

 Participants are asked to bring 
a project, snacks, drinks and join 
the group. For more information, 
call 940-365-9162.

HOPE ministry to
have distribution
 The next monthly distribution 
for HOPE Food and Clothing Min-
istry will be at 9 a.m. Saturday at 
819 Sherman Drive in Aubrey. All 
food and clothing items are free.

Ray Roberts Lake
to host weekend events
 Ray Roberts Lake State Park 
– Isle du Bois Unit, 100 PW 4137 
in Pilot Point is hosting several 
weekend events: Nature Hike 
begins at 11 a.m. Friday at the 
Lost Pines Amphitheater for all 
ages; Aquatic Adventure led by 
a Ranger starts at 10 a.m. Satur-
day at the Nature Center for ages 
8 and up where participants inves-
tigate the often overlooked life of 
aquatic invertebrates; and Fish 
Fun meets at 10 a.m. Sunday at 
the Nature Center for youth (must 
be accompanied by an adult) to 
learn about some of the fi sh that 
call Ray Roberts Lake home.
 Attendance to both events is 
open to the public and free after 
regular day use or camping fees. 
For more information, call 940-
686-2148.

Mustang Baptist to hold 
gospel singing
 Mustang Baptist Church at 
13335 Mustang Road will have an 
old-fashioned gospel singing at 6 
p.m. Saturday. 

 Homemade ice cream and des-
serts will be served at 5 p.m. Some 
of the singers will be men from the 
Denton Freedom House. Everyone 
is invited.

VBS offered at
St. Thomas Aquinas
 St. Thomas Aquinas Catho-
lic Church will have Vacation Bi-
ble School, “Tracking Mary Mys-
teries and Messages,” from 9 a.m.-
noon Monday-July 23 for kids in 
grades 1-6. There will be fun ac-
tivities, interactive projects, 
songs, refreshments and small 
group sessions.
 Adult volunteers are needed. 
For more information, contact 
Mandie Ware at 469-487-6087 or 
Kim Jaresh at 940-686-2088.

Survive to Thrive
workshop at LizzyGator
 A Survive to Thrive sales mas-
tery workshop sponsored by Texas 
Security Bank is planned from 
9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. July 23 at 
LizzyGator, 12222 Massey Road 
in Pilot Point. This is a “no cost” 
event and includes the retreat-
style workshop, networking lunch 
and recording of the event for all 
attendees. 
 Participants will earn three 
hours of advanced skill develop-
ment. Topics include psychology 
of selling, recognizing a liar, cre-
ating breakthrough performance 
and go sell somebody something.
 Seating is limited, and regis-
tration is a must. To register, go 
to survivetothriveguide.com/
events.

Tioga athletics organizes
cornhole tournament
 The Tioga Bulldogs Cornhole 
Tournament will be held at the 
Tioga Middle School gym with 
registration at 10 a.m. and bags 
fl ying at 11 a.m. July 24. The cost 
is $50 per team, and cash and tro-
phies will be awarded for the top 
three teams. Food and drinks will 
be available to purchase from the 
Tioga Athletic Booster Club. 
 All proceeds will go to support 
Tioga Bulldog athletics. For ques-
tions or to pre-register, contact 
940-391-8296.

Pilot Point schedules
next Farmers Market
 The Pilot Point Main Street 
will have its next Farmers Mar-
ket from 8 a.m.-noon July 31. Live 
music will be provided from 9-11 
a.m.
 If interested in becoming a 
vendor, contact Wendy Haun at 
whaun@cityofpilotpoint.org or 
register online at pilotpointmain-
street.wufoo.com/forms/zw4mx-
ww0n9gjh5/.

First United Methodist
plans Splash Day
 Make a Splash Day will be held 
at Pilot Point First United Meth-
odist Church, 217 S. Church St. 
at 10 a.m. Aug. 5 for kids potty 
trained through the fi fth grade. 
There will be indoor and outdoor 
activities. Participants need to 
bring a sack lunch, and drinks will 
be provided. There is no cost to 
parents.
 To register, go to https://
forms.gle/z3yGo8sxd9yddf2s8 or 

call 940-686-2338.

Monthly music jam
at coffee house
 The Pilot Point Coffee House 
presents Jam and Java live with 
Deanie and Friends hosted by 
Deanie Deal and Shelly Justine 
the fi rst Friday of each month. 
The next scheduled performance 
is from 7-9 p.m. Aug. 6 and free to 
the public.
 All interested performers and 
musicians can contact 469-446-
6546 for more information.

Pilot Point Booster Club
sets August auction
 The Pilot Point Booster Club 
is sponsoring an auction at 5 p.m. 
Aug. 7 at the Pilot Point High 
School Cafeteria. To donate or for 
more information, contact Eric 
Johnson at 214-725-4837, Mindi 
Johnson at 214-912-8327, Erica 
Riney at 940-368-7141, Bambi Eft 
at 469-774-6538 or Denyse Mc-
Cord at 940-368-3066.

Foster named to 
Dean’s List
 Drake Foster of Aubrey was 
named to the Dean’s Honor Roll 
for the spring 2021 semester from 
Southwestern College in Winfi eld, 
Kansas. Students must be full-
time and earn a grade point aver-
age of at least 3.70 to be eligible 
for the award.

 Around Town is published 
weekly. Submit information to 
aallen@postsignal.com.

  These listings are based on informa-
tion provided to The Post-Signal and are 
subject to change. Call ahead to verify 
meeting dates, locations and times. 
Friday, July 16
•7 a.m. Pilot Point Residential Bulk Trash 
pickup.
•11:30 a.m. Baby Storytime (ages 0-3). 
Aubrey Area Library, 226 Countryside 
Drive, Aubrey. 940-365-9162.
Saturday, July 17
•7 a.m. Cross Roads Community Farm-
ers Market. Cross Roads Park, corner of 
FM 424 and Fishtrap Road.
•10 a.m. Clifton and Nadene Irick Mu-
seum, 201 S. Jefferson St., Pilot Point.
•10:30 a.m. The Aubrey Area Museum 
opens for walk-in tours. Tours can be 
scheduled by appointment. 209 S. Main 

Street, Aubrey. 940-343-1313.
Sunday, July 18
•1 p.m. American Legion Executive 
Meeting. Vaughn-Walling American Le-
gion Post 550, 905 N. Foundation St., Pi-
lot Point. 972-816-4353.
Monday, July 19
•6:30 p.m. Keep Aubrey Beautiful. Au-
brey 380 Area Chamber of Commerce 
building, 205 S. Main, Aubrey. 940-343-
1313.
•7 p.m. Cross Roads Town Council. 
Town Hall, 1401 FM 424. 940-365-9693. 
•7 p.m. Tioga ISD Board. 405 N. Flor-
ence, Tioga. 940-437-2366. 
Tuesday, July 20
•9 a.m. Preschool Storytime. Pilot Point 
Old City Park, 130 E. Division St. 940-
686-5004.

•10:30 a.m. Senior Fit. Aubrey Area Li-
brary, 226 Countryside Drive. 940-365-
9162.
•2:30 p.m. Pilot Point Community Sing-
ers. Pilot Point Community Opera 
House, 110 S. Washington St. Contact 
Charlotte Petermeier, 214-514-4892.
•4:15 p.m. Storytime with Mrs. Carter. 
Aubrey Area Library, 226 Countryside 
Drive. 940-365-9162. 
•7 p.m. Pilot Point Community Opera 
House Board. Pilot Point Community 
Opera House, 110 S. Washington St. 
817-403-3821, 940-686-0737.
•7:30 p.m. Providence Village Town 
Council. Providence Village Town Hall, 
1755 Main St. 940-365-9333.
Wednesday, July 21
•10 a.m. Folktales and Crafts. Pilot Point 

Community Library, 324 S. Washington 
St. 940-686-5004.
•11:30 a.m. Yoga for kids. Aubrey Area 
Library, 226 Countryside Drive. 940-
365-9162.
•11:30 a.m. Aubrey 380 Area Cham-
ber of Commerce networking luncheon. 
Prairie House, 10001 U.S. 380, Cross 
Roads. 940-365-9781. 
•6:30 p.m. Aubrey ISD board. 421 Tisdell 
Lane, Aubrey. 940-668-0060. www.au-
breyisd.net. 
Thursday, July 22
•10:30 a.m. Senior Fit. Aubrey Area Li-
brary, 226 Countryside Drive. 940-365-
9162.
•11:30 a.m. Thursday Club. Aubrey Area 
Library, 226 Countryside Drive, Aubrey. 
940-365-9162. 

•11:30 a.m. Preschool Storytime. Aubrey 
Area Library, 226 Countryside Drive, Au-
brey. 940-365-9162.
•6 p.m. Krugerville City Council. Kruger-
ville City Hall, 5097 U.S. 377. 940-365-
5833.
•6:30 p.m. Pilot Point City Council. Pi-
lot Point City Hall, 102 E. Main St. 940-
686-2165. 
Friday, July 23
•11:30 a.m. Baby Storytime (ages 0-3). 
Aubrey Area Library, 226 Countryside 
Drive, Aubrey. 940-365-9162.

Community Calendar is published 
weekly. To add or change a listing, email 
aallen@postsignal.com.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Couple opens 
Little Free Library 

to encourage reading

Amy Lanier shows the Lake Ray Roberts Rotary Club members a simple blue Little Free Library before 
pulling up more detailed options.              Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal
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Pilot Point Bond Proposal
Built by the Community for the Kids!

Bond Committee is made up of Community Members, Students, Parents, 
Teachers, Board Members, and Staff!

All numbers are based off July 2021

Our children…Our future
Bond Projects Overview - $38,413,463

*Capital Improvements - $12,913,463
Pilot Point Early Childhood Center – Priority 1 (toilet room renovations, roof replacement, door & hardware replacement, 
fire sprinkler system, HVAC replacement, additional covered area for student drop off/pickup, and building systems and 
site drainage improvements)

Pilot Point Middle School – Priority 1 (secured entry vestibule, door & hardware replacement, renovate locker rooms, 
toilet room renovations, roof replacement, HVAC improvements, and building system and site drainage improvements)

Pilot Point High School – Priority 1 (secured entry vestibule, toilet room renovations, roof repairs, HVAC improvements, 
and building system and site drainage improvements.  Compliance renovations with plumbing and door replacement for 
the field house)

*Land to Address Future Growth - $20,000,000
Multiple school sites as they become available for future growth.  Recommended acres per campus: High Schools – 
minimum of 100 acres; Middle Schools – minimum of 30 acres; Elementary Schools – minimum of 12 acres.   Bonds will be 
called for only amount needed at the time for each site purchase. 

*New Transportation Center - $5,500,000
Transportation Facility to accommodate current and future needs built on land currently owned by the district. 

PPPPIISSDD TTaaxx BBaassee aanndd TTaaxx RRaattee HHiissttoorryy

All numbers based off July 2021

How will this impact my taxes?
For people 65 and over, school property taxesFor people 65 and over, school property taxesFor people 65 and over, school property taxes

will be frozen and will not increase unless
For people 65 and over, school property taxes

will be frozen and will not increase unless
significant improvements are made to yoursignificant improvements are made to yoursignificant improvements are made to your

property.
significant improvements are made to yoursignificant improvements are made to your

Tax Impact Analysis

Bond Issue Size: $38,413,463
Tax Rates: Current         Proposed

M & O: $ 1.0186        $ 1.0186

I & S: $ 0.2000        $ 0.3000

Total:                           $ 1.2186        $ 1.3186

Increase:     $ 0.1000
Increase per Home: Annual          Monthly

$50,000 $   25.00       $   2.08
$100,000                             $  75.00        $   6.25
$150,000 $ 125.00        $ 10.42
$200,000 $ 175.00        $ 14.58
$250,000 $ 225.00        $ 18.75
$300,000 $ 275.00        $ 22.92

All numbers based off July 2021

*Capital Improvements - $12,913,463

*Land to Address Future Growth - $20,000,000

PPPPIISSDD TTaaxx BBaassee aanndd TTaaxx RRaattee HHiissttoorryy

All numbers based off July 2021Current Tax Rate Comparison to Other Districts… Tax Rate Comparison to Other Districts…
District          M&O   I&S   Total

Gunter $1.0683 $0.45 $1.5183
Aubrey $1.0087 $0.50 $1.5087
Prosper $0.9927 $0.50 $1.4927
Celina $0.9832 $0.50 $1.4832
Tioga $1.06 $0.36 $1.42
Denton $.09276 $0.48 $1.4076
Valley View $1.0214 $0.25 $1.279
Collinsville $1.0044 $0.27 $1.2709
Pilot Point $1.0186 $0.20 $1.2186
Sanger $.09793 $0.22 $1.1976
Callisburg $.09028 $0.14 $1.0428

All numbers based off July 2021

Comparison to Other Districts- $.10 Increase...
District    M&O  I&S   Total

Gunter $1.0683 $0.45 $1.5183
Aubrey $1.0087 $0.50 $1.5087
Prosper $0.9927 $0.50 $1.4927
Celina $0.9832 $0.50 $1.4832
Tioga $1.06 $0.36 $1.42
Denton $.09276 $0.48 $1.4076
Pilot Point $1.0186 $0.30 $1.3186
Valley View $1.0214 $0.25 $1.279
Collinsville $1.0044 $0.27 $1.2709
Sanger $.09793 $0.22 $1.1976
Callisburg $.09028 $0.14 $1.0428
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The Church Guide

Pilot Point Church of Christ
426 Jefferson St., Pilot Point

(940-293-5620)
Craig Tullis

Minister

First United Methodist Church
corner of Church & Division in Pilot Point

686-2338

Sunday School, 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship, 11 a.m.

Sunday: Bible class 9:45 a.m. & 5 p.m.
              Worship 10:45 a.m.
    Wednesday: Bible class 7 p.m.

Service
Times

Calvary Baptist
Church

Northeast of The Square 
in Pilot Point on Je� erson Street

Sunday Bible Study 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m. 

Youth Bible Study & Activities 6 p.m.
Pastor Roger Greer686-2274

400 St. Thomas Aquinas Ave., Pilot Point
940-686-2088 • offi ce@stthomaspilotpoint.org

Mass Schedule
Saturday: 5 p.m.; Sunday: 8 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,

12:45 (español); Monday: 8:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday: 6:30 p.m.;

Thursday: 8:30 a.m.; Friday: 8:30 a.m. 

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m.

OPEN HEARTS • OPEN MINDS • OPEN DOORS

Tioga United
Methodist Church

Cynthia Kennedy, Pastor
pilotpointfumc@gmail.com

www.pilotpointfumc.org

201 N. Cherry • Aubrey, TX 76227

Chris Walden, Senior Pastor
www.fi rstrockfellowship.org

940-365-2445

Sunday 8:30 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Wednesday 6:30-8 p.m.

c� 
Covenant 

CHURCH I CROSSROADS 

Sun. @ 9AM & 11AM 
 8690 Liberty Road J Aubrey, TX 76227 

CovenantCrossRoads.org 

611 E. Liberty • Pilot Point • 760-518-6372
10 a.m. Sundays • Dwayne Edwards, Pastor

pastordwayne@gracepointnaz.net

St. Thomas Aquinas
Catholic Church

9540 Hwy. 377
Pilot Point, TX 76258

midwaychurch.org

Everything good is from God

301 N. Porch St.
 (940) 437-2500

Sun. School 9:30; Sun. Worship 10:30; Wed. Prayer Meeting 7 p.m.
13335 Mustang Road • Pilot Point • mustangbaptist.org

Coach G.A. Moore,
Pastor

940-372-0396

A family-oriented, 
Bible-teaching 

church

See you 
in church
Sunday!

3126 FM 2931 | Aubrey, TX 76227 | 409-543-8444

Sunday School 10 a.m. | Sunday Worship Service 11 a.m.

www.betheldenton.com

The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, 
the world and its inhabitants too.  Psalm 24:1

Most of my sermons and choices in scrip-
ture tend toward what we should be doing in 
response to God’s love for us and God’s call 
on our lives.  But every once in a while I am re-
minded that God also calls us to rest in what 
God has done for us, without us having to DO 
anything.

If everything is God’s, and we are God’s, 
then what do we have to worry about or ac-
complish?

This is not a license to lay around all day and 
eat bon-bons, but it is an invitation to remem-
ber that we don’t have to earn God but that 
God is a gift to us. And that all of creation is 
God’s gift.  

It’s an invitation to look around us and see 
the amazing things that God has done.  And 

the amazing creation that surrounds.  Whether 
we celebrate nature or a particular person or 
even a group of people.  

Oddly, for me, seeing the wonder of the natu-
ral world makes me more appreciative of other 
people.  

Every so often I will watch a nature docu-
mentary because it helps me remember how 
truly life giving nature can be. 

How growth can happen when we move out 
of the way. 

How there is a whole world of actions taking 
place without human intervention.

And how I am a part of all that, just by being 
who and whose I am.

So remember today, what God has done by 
making you a part of all of creation. Amen.

– Cindy Kennedy
Pilot Point First United Methodist Church

By Tatiana Ambrosio
Staff Writer
 Justice Thompson is 
wearing her crowning 
achievement. 
 Thompson, a Kruger-
ville resident, is the new 
USA National Miss 2021. 
She won the title on Satur-
day night at the Walt Dis-
ney World Swan and Dol-
phin resort in Lake Buena 
Vista, Florida, during this 
year’s USA National Miss 
pageant. 
 It’s not her first pag-
eant, and it is not her first 
title. However, she said, it 
is the biggest title she has 
won. 
 “The day after I won, 
I actually got a phone call 
from last year’s Miss USA 
just basically congratulat-
ing me, and I mean it was 
insane,” she said.
 Thompson said the title 
she won as USA National 
Miss is the most sought-
after title in the pageant 
world aside from Miss USA 
or Miss America.
 She has been competing 
in pageants since she was 7 
and has held 15 state titles 
along the way. 
 Currently a student at 
Texas Tech, she graduated 
from Aubrey High School 
in 2018. 
 As the USA National 
Miss 2021, Thompson will 
receive a scholarship as 
well as trips, opportuni-
ties to model for the Ashley 
Lauren brand and a chance 
to promote her own causes.
 “I get a $5,000 schol-
arship and that’s just 
for school, but I get over 
$100,000 dollars in prize 
packages, paid trips and 
visits,” she said.
 However, trips and mod-
eling will only be part of 
her reign. 
 Thompson said the na-
tional platform allows win-
ners to choose their own 
charitable organizations or 
causes to promote that fall 
within the organization’s 
umbrella campaign of IN-
SPIRE.
 Their website explains it 
as, “INSPIRE is a program 
of UNM that inspires a life-
style of service and encour-
ages our delegates to fo-

cus on three initiative ar-
eas: inspire compassion, in-
spire kindness and inspire 
earth.”
 During her reign, she 
said, the pageant sys-
tem will allow her to pur-
sue the causes in her per-
sonal platform, which is 
dubbed “commander kind-
ness.” She plans to bring 
awareness to military fam-
ilies because she is part of a 
military family and under-
stands the struggles they 
face. She also plans to focus 
on promoting kindness to 

oneself and others. 
 Thompson is still learn-
ing what her next year will 
look like. 
 “I won 48 hours ago, and 
so I’m still trying to fig-
ure out everything myself, 
too,” she said.
 She said she does have 
an idea of what to expect 
because of her involvement 
in previous years. 
 Last year, she won Miss 
Texas. She then competed 
in last year’s USA National 
Miss pageant, placing in 
the Top Six. 

 “Once, I got off stage 
last year as Top Six, I was 
like, ‘OK, we are doing this 
thing,’ and started prepar-
ing ever since then,” she 
said.
 At the end of her reign 
as Miss Texas, she was able 
to purchase the title of Miss 
Texas Heartland to be able 
to compete in this year’s 
USA National Miss pag-
eant. 
 Thompson said she has 
been working on her inter-
view skills and walking for 
most of the year. It included 

practicing with her soror-
ity sisters at Tech and even 
with regular customers 
at Upper Park as well as at 
home.  
 She received recogni-
tion for her interviewing 
skills at the pageant.
     After returning from 
Florida on Monday morn-
ing at 1 a.m., she returned 
to her job at Upper Park 
Cafe in Aubrey and re-
sumed her summer. In Au-
gust, she will fly to Atlanta 
prior to the school year for 
her first modeling obliga-

tion. 
 She already has her 
sights set on competing for 
the Miss Texas USA title.
 Plans for her future be-
yond pageants include her 
major in agricultural sci-
ence. 
 “I want to be an ag 
teacher,” she said. 
 She has been involved in 
Future Farmers of Amer-
ica since she was in seventh 
grade and said it was her 
teachers who inspired her 
to pursue a career in the 
field.

Justice Thompson is the reigning USA National Miss 2021 Queen. She plans on bringing awareness to struggles US military families face because she 
grew up in a military family in Krugerville.

Tatiana Ambrosio / The Post-Signal

Krugerville woman earns USA pageant title

Putting the community 
in Community Journalism.

It’s about you.
It’s what we do. 
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AXTELL
PHARMACY

We bill Medicare & Private Insurance
 & deliver to your home!

Tri-County Medical Plaza, Hwy 377S, Pilot Point
940-686-2218

Full Service
Compounding • Durable Medical

Vitamins • Over the counter
Diabetic and Breathing supplies

the business
                  connection

TACL B1578E

1110 JC Lane Tel: 940-686-5770
Pilot Point, TX 76258 Fax: 940-686-2014

www.chandlercabinets.net

1016 N. Industrial Blvd.
Pilot Point, TX 76258

940-686-HOME (4663)
www.activehh.org     

We are here to serve you!

1-25-19

R&M R&M 
GarageGarage
Auto & Diesel Auto & Diesel 

RepairRepair

10221 FM 455E 
Pilot Point

214-354-3353

Experienced 
horsemen
 providing

 quality 
service

www.equineexpress.com
940-365-9098 | 800-545-9098

Experienced 
horsemen
 providing

www.equineexpress.com
940-365-9098 | 800-545-9098

Financial  Fitness
5099 US 377 S., Ste. 400, Krugerville 76227

940-365-3115

Linda Bullwinkle, EA 

“Work with the tax professionals
who work for you!”

Equine Services
• Lameness exams
• Digital radiography
• Reproduction
• Embryo Transfer
• Vaccinations
• Coggins
• Dental
• Emergency Care

4600 Hwy 377
Aubrey, TX 

(940) 365-9430 Convenient to Pilot Point. Tioga. Collinsville, 
Whitesboro and surrounding areas.

Dr. Brett 
Spencer
Dr. Ragan

and
Dr. TadlockHeartworm Tests

Available

Small Animal Services
• Emergency Care
• Spay and Neuter
• Vaccinations

• Dental
• Surgery
• Grooming
• Boarding

LIBERTY LIQUOR
Large selection of wine, Beer & Spirits

Walk-in Beer Cave
Next to ACE Hardware 

420 S US 377, Pilot Point
940-324-6071

Advertise on this page and at postsignal.com for one low price. 
Call 940-686-2169 for information. 

Connect with your customers

 The Northeast Police De-
partment reported 175 calls 
for service between July 
6-13, while the Aubrey Police 
Department logged 135 calls 
between June 30-July 6.

ARREST – An NEPD 
offi cer made a traffi c stop 
in the 4700 block of U.S. 
377 in Krugerville at 9:22 
p.m. Monday. A Pilot Point 
woman, 28, was arrested on 
charges of driving with li-
cense invalid with previ-
ous convictions/suspensions 
without fi nancial responsi-
bility and taken to the Den-
ton County Jail, according to 
the report.
 WARNINGS – Shortly 
after 5:30 p.m. Monday, an 
NEPD offi cer was patrolling 
in the 5300 block of U.S. 377 
in Krugerville when he re-
portedly noticed an Aubrey 
man who had outstanding 
warrants, for which he had 

been warned about when ar-
rested in late 2020 for dis-
playing a fi ctitious license 
plate, police said. He was is-
sued several warnings re-
garding his current license 
status, according to police 
report.
 CRASH – At 12:49 p.m. 
Saturday, NEPD responded 
to a crash near the intersec-
tion of U.S. 377 and FM 424 
in Cross Roads. The fi rst ve-
hicle was traveling north on 
U.S. 377, going through the 
intersection at FM 424 with 
a green light, while the sec-
ond vehicle allegedly failed 
to yield right of way at the in-
tersection and turned north 
from FM 424, according to 
the report.  The fi rst vehi-
cle reportedly swerved to 
avoid striking the second ve-
hicle but was unable to fully 
avoid a collision, causing mi-
nor damage to the rear right 

side. No injuries were re-
ported.
 CRASH – A crash was re-
ported to NEPD at 7:35 a.m. 
July 9 near the intersection 
of U.S. 380 and FM 720 in 
Cross Roads. One vehicle was 
stopped at the light in the 
11700 block of U.S. 380 when 
another vehicle failed to con-
trol its speed striking the 
rear of the stopped vehicle, 
according to the report. The 
second vehicle was report-
edly towed from the scene, 
and the driver was issued ci-
tations for failure to main-
tain fi nancial responsibility, 
expired registration and fail-
ure to control speed.
 WARRANT – A Pilot 
Point man, 24, was arrested 
by NEPD on multiple out-
standing warrants, includ-
ing theft of property greater 
than $750, less than $2,500, 
from Tarrant County, failure 

to identify – fugitive from 
justice out of Denton County 
and failure to identify fugi-
tive with intent to give false 
information from Cooke 
County, in the 900 block of 
Walcott Street in Pilot Point 
at 12:34 a.m. July 9, accord-
ing to the report. He was 
taken to the Denton County 
Jail and released Sunday.
 WARRANT – A Lewis-
ville man, 25, was arrested 
on outstanding warrants 
from Grapevine for posses-
sion of a controlled substance 
penalty group two, less than 
1 gram, and possession of a 
dangerous drug as well as a 
probation violation for pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance penalty group two, 
greater than 4 grams, less 
than 400 grams from Hart-
ley County, after an NEPD 
offi cer made a traffi c stop for 
an expired tag belonging to 

another vehicle, missing li-
cense plate and a broken rear 
taillight in the 5300 block of 
U.S. 377 in Krugerville at 
8:28 p.m. July 8. A probable 
cause search was performed 
on the vehicle, resulting in 
fi nding multiple items of 
drug paraphernalia, accord-
ing to the report. The man 
received several warning ci-
tations and citations for the 
violations. He was taken to 
the Denton County Jail.
 THEFT – NEPD was dis-
patched to a theft call in the 
10000 block of U.S. 380 in 
Cross Roads around 6 p.m. 
July 8. The owner said a man 
was reportedly shopping for 
vape devices when he stated 
he wanted to show his wife 
one of the new devices. He 
then grabbed a handful of 
products and left the busi-
ness without paying for 
items valued at $250.96, ac-

cording to police. Still pho-
tographs of the man taken 
from the security cameras 
were posted on the NEPD 
Facebook page requesting 
public assistance in identi-
fying a possible suspect, re-
sulting in an arrest.

UNLAWFUL FIREARM 
POSSESSION – A Mesquite 
man, 43, was arrested on a 
charge of unlawful posses-
sion of a fi rearm by a felon on 
July 4, according to Aubrey 
police. He was released July 
5, according to the Denton 
County Jail records.
 PAROLE VIOLATION 
– The Aubrey PD arrested a 
Dallas man, 36, on charges 
of parole violation, viola-
tion bond/protective or-
der assault/stalking and as-
sault causes bodily injury to 
a family member on June 30, 
according to the report.

– Kim Fleming 

POLICE REPORT

Go behind the headlines and save!
 Read � e Post-Signal for two months FREE with a trial subscription.

at postsignal.com/trial 
or call 940-686-2169
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Sports
Showing them how it’s done

Participants at this week’s Pilot Point Football Camp get instruction from the high school coaching staff during a break in the action.

By Joe Fragano
Staff Writer
 Coaches and players 
from the Pilot Point foot-
ball program opened their 
practice fi eld to local kids 
for a three-day summer 
camp earlier this week.
 From 9:30 a.m. to noon 
Monday through Wednes-
day, incoming third 
through ninth graders 
got to run drills with the 
coaches and players they 
watch under the lights on 
Friday nights in the fall. 
The camp gets kids excited 
about playing football and 
gives the coaching staff 
a chance to log some face 
time with the next genera-
tion of Bearcats.
 Camp participants 
were split up into groups 
of younger and older kids. 
The youngest campers 
learned some of the more 
basic aspects of the game 
like throwing, catching and 
other simple skills.
 Older kids got a more 
immersive experience. 
The middle school campers 
learned more specialized 
skills, like how to run dif-
ferent routes as a wide re-
ceiver. Lessons were still 
held to a fundamental level, 
but they went into more 
detail and gave the older 
campers something they 
could go home and practice 
on their own. 
 The camp was a mixed 
bag of real football drills 
like the ones the Bearcats 
run in practice and fun, 
football-related activities. 
Campers got a taste of a 
real football practice with-
out having to take every-
thing too seriously.

 “We’ll teach them some 
fundamentals,” Pilot Point 
head coach Danny David 
said. “The proper way to 
throw a football, the proper 
way to catch a football, take 
a handoff, defense, all the 
fundamental stuff. And 
[they’ll] have some fun too.”
 On Tuesday, the whole 
camp paused for a mo-
ment to watch a tug-of-
war match between newly 
minted Texas A&M commit 

Ish Harris and two of the 
older campers. The contest 
ended when Harris pulled 
the harness that tethered 
him to the campers right 
off their shoulders as the 
rest of the camp cheered.
 Giving the kids mo-
ments like that with the 
high school players is a big 
reason the football pro-
gram holds the camp each 
summer. It is a chance to 
teach kids the basics of the 

game, but perhaps more im-
portantly it allows them to 
spend time with the players 
they admire.
 It is not diffi cult for the 
kids to get excited about 
spending time with the 
high schoolers, but David 
said he thinks his players 
get just as much out of the 
experience as the campers. 
He said that it is important 
for the high schoolers to re-
member that they are be-

ing watched closely by the 
younger kids, and to act ac-
cordingly.
 “Our [players] are giv-
ing back,” he said. “Our 
older kids, they’ve got to 
learn to give back. These 
are the guys [the campers] 
look up to and watch on Fri-
day night. These are their 
idols. Hopefully, they’re 
setting the right example 
that these kids are going to 
carry through life.”

 The priority of the camp 
was to show everybody a 
good time, but it was not all 
fun and games. Some of the 
incoming ninth graders in 
attendance will put on the 
orange and black in just a 
few weeks when football 
season starts. This week 
was the players’ fi rst look 
at high school football and 
the coach’s fi rst chance to 
give them an idea of what to 
expect come August. 

Pilot Point football player Ish Harris squares off with two middle school athletes in a match of tug-of-war, much to the excitement of the younger 
campers.

Photos by Joe Fragano/The Post-Signal

Coaches, players 
train young 

Bearcats
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TexSCAN Week of 
July 11-17, 2021

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTION
2 Day Farm Auction – Chouteau, OK – Thurs., July 
22, starts at 8:46 a.m.; Fri., July 23, starts at 10:36 a.m. 
Thurs.: farm equipment, shop & woodworking tools, 
welders, antiques & collectibles, generators, storage 
tanks, concrete tools & mixers, power tools and more. 
Fri.: 15+ John Deere tractors, Classic tractors, dozer, 
telehandler, skidsteer, hay equipment, bale wrapper, 
30+ flatbed & enclosed trailers, no-till drill, power 
washer, gravity wagon, wagons, buggies & carts and 
more. 5884 W. 620 Rd., Chouteau, OK 74337. For full 
terms, photos and updates visit chuppsauction.com. 
Chupps Auction & Real Estate, Dale & Maria Chupp, 
Coldwell Banker Neokla Select, 918-630-0495.

Corpus Christi Fleet Maintenance Auction, Sat., 
July 17, 10 a.m., 5352 Ayers St., Corpus Christi, TX. 
Bid live on-site or on-line. Viewing: Fri., July. 16, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m.; sale day: 8-10 a.m. 10% B.P. Partial listing: 
backhoes, motorgrader, Cat D3C, steel whl rollers, cars, 
pickups, vans, dump trks, crane trks, trash trks, car lifts, 
mini ecavators, tire machines, compressers, lathes, 
utility trks, Pintel hitch tlrs, SUVs, ATVs, ambulances, 
brush fire trks, fire engine, a-frames, bumper-pull trlrs 
& much more. www.siskauction.com, TXS#7425, John 
Sisk Auctioneers, Inc., 361-456-7771.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup 
power during utility power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional terms and conditions. 
1-855-704-8579.

RETIREMENT
NEED HELP WITH YOUR RETIREMENT PLAN? 
If you have questions about your pension, 401(k) or 
profit sharing plan, call the South Central Pension 
Rights Project at (800) 443-2528 to get free legal 
advice. Funded by the U.S. Administration on Aging, 
SCPRP staff provides free legal assistance to anyone 
with a question about their retirement plan. CALL US 
TODAY 1-800-443-2528.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Paraquat – Parkinson’s Disease. If you were 
exposed to the herbicide Parquat and have been 
diagnosed with Parkinson’s Disease, you may be 
entitled to compensation. Call 800-444-9112 for more 
information. Pulaski Kherkher, PLLC.

TRUCK DRIVERS
Be Your Own Boss, Choose Your Own Routes! 
Looking for CDL drivers to deliver new trucks all 
over the country, starting in Laredo, TX. Experience 
preferred. Must have DOT physical and be willing 
to keep logs. No DUIs in the last 10 years, clean 
MVR. Quality Drive-Away. Apply online at 
www.qualitydriveaway.com or call 574-642-2023.

WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. ANR Enterprises, 956-466-7001. 

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com..

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

The Marketplace
— Buy, sell, trade, hire —

Call 940-686-2169 to place your ad, or e-mail your ad to aallen@postsignal.com.
Next deadline for The Marketplace: July 20

FOR SALE
___________________

NEW & USED PIPE. 2 
3/8 - 2 2/8 - 3 ½ - 4 ½ 
& other sizes. Square & 
rectangular tubing. 
 

Authorized dealer Flus-
che Enterprise, Muen-
ster, TX. 940-759-2206.
tfc

PUBLIC NOTICES
___________________

NOTICE OF SALE 
OF REAL PROPERTY

The Northeast Police Depart-
ment hereby serves notice 
that it will accept sealed bids 
to purchase the following 
parcel of real property:

The subject property consists 
of land and building with an 
approximate building area of 
3,840 square feet situated on 
an approximately .3450 acre 
site, Country Estates BLK6, 
LOT1, located at 100 Kruger 
Road, Krugerville, TX  76227 

Sealed bids will be received 
until Tuesday August 3, 2021, 
at 2:00 p.m. at: 
Mailing Address:  
The Northeast Police Depart-
ment Commission
T. Lynn Tompkins, Jr., 
Commission Chair
Bid Information Packet 
Number 2021-1
Cross Roads Town Hall
3201 US 380, Suite 105
Cross Roads, Texas 76227

Sealed envelopes must be 
plainly marked on the outside 
as follows:
SEALED BID – DO NOT OPEN
SALE OF REAL PROPERTY, 
100 Kruger Road
TO BE OPENED AT 2:00 p.m. 
August 3, 2021

Bidder agrees that the bid shall 
remain open and subject to ac-
ceptance by the Northeast Po-
lice Department for a period of 
ninety (90) calendar days from 
August 3, 2021.

The Northeast Police Depart-
ment reserves the right to ac-
cept or reject any all Bids and 
to waive any formalities or irreg-
ularities in the bidding process. 
Bids received after the dead-
line, emailed or faxed bids will 
not be considered. 

Interested parties may con-
tact Chairman Tompkins at 
l.tompkins@crossroadstx.gov 
to arrange for inspection of the 
Property and to obtain the Bid 
Package. The Bid Package de-
tails the Property and informa-
tion concerning inspections, 
disclosures, the terms and con-
ditions of the sale, and other im-
portant information. The NEPD 
will accept bids for the pur-
chase of the Property, as spec-
ified in the Bid Package. The 
Property will be conveyed sub-
ject to the terms, conditions, 
requirements, and limitations 
contained in the Bid Package.

The Property is being sold “as 
is and where is, with any and all 
faults,” and there is no warranty 
that the Property is fit for a par-
ticular purpose.
Jl9-2tc

CITY OF PILOT POINT
ORDINANCE NO.  448-13-

2021
AN ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY OF PILOT POINT, TEX-
AS, AMENDING CHAPTER 
6 “HEALTH AND SANITA-
TION” IN THE CODE OF OR-
DINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
PILOT POINT, TEXAS, BY 
ADDING ARTICLE 6.03 “PUB-
LIC SWIMMING POOLS AND 
SPAS”, PROVIDING FOR 
ADOPTION OF SECTIONS 
265.181-265.208 OF TITLE 
25 OF THE TEXAS ADMIN-
ISTRATIVE CODE TO REG-
ULATE THE OPERATION, 
MAINTENANCE, AND SAFE-
TY PRECAUTIONS OF PUB-
LIC SWIMMING POOLS AND 
SPAS IN THE CITY; PROVID-
ING FOR REQUIRED PER-
MITTING AND INSPECTIONS; 
PROVIDING A PENALTY 
UPON CONVICTION FOR A 
VIOLATION NOT TO EXCEED 
TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS 
($2,000.00); PROVIDING FOR 
AN AMENDMENT TO THE 

CITY’S FEE SCHEDULE; 
PROVIDING SAVINGS, SEV-
ERABILITY, AND REPEALER 
CLAUSES; AND PROVIDING 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

APPROVED:
Shea Dane-Patterson, Mayor
ATTEST:
Lenette Cox, City Secretary
J16-1tc

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEAR-
ING

Notice is hereby given that the 
Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion and the City Council for 
the City of Pilot Point, Texas will 
conduct Public Hearings to con-
sider the below listed ordinance 
revision on: 

August 5, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. 
- Planning & Zoning Commis-
sion
August 26, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. 
- City Council
Public Hearing – Ordinance 
Amendment
Proposed ordinance amend-
ments to CHAPTER 14. ZON-
ING OF THE CITY OF PI-
LOT POINT CODE OF ORDI-
NANCES SECTION 14.02.255 
ESTABLISHING REQUIRE-
MENTS FOR MODULAR 
HOMES AND AMENDING 
SECTION 14.02.002 DEFINI-
TIONS; PROVIDING FOR A 
REPEALER CLAUSE; PRO-
VIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT 
AND PENALTIES; PROVID-
ING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; 
PROVIDING A SEVERABILI-
TY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
All interested parties are en-
couraged to provide written 
comments prior to the com-
mencement of the meeting via 
email jtaylor@cityofpilotpoint.
org or speak at the public hear-
ing.
J16-1tc

Setting up for
a big year

Please 
remember 
to recycle!

The official 
newspaper

of Northeast 
Denton County.

Collinsville

Tioga

Pilot Point

Aubrey

Krugerville

Cross Roads

377

380

Providence 
Village

•

Collinsville

Tioga

Pilot Point

Aubrey

Krugerville

Cross Roads

377

380

HERITAGE BUSINESS

The 
Post-Signal.

Est. 1878

GARAGE SALES
___________________

BIG MOVING SALE 
– 7 a.m.-1 p.m., Satur-
day, July 17, 617 Summit 
Ave., Collinsville, TX.
Jl16-1tp
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Reilly Distacio made the most of her limited varsity opportunities last season, but this 
season she’ll have many more touches coming her way.

Courtesy Photo

By Joe Fragano
Staff Writer
 After making a handful 
of appearances for the var-
sity squad last year, a Pilot 
Point junior is set to jump 
in with both feet and be a 
difference maker for the 
Lady Cats in 2021.
 Reilly Distacio spent 
most of her sophomore sea-
son as a setter on JV while 
she continued developing 
as an athlete. She got to 
dip her toes in the water at 
the varsity level for a few 
games, but her workload 
was low, and she did not 
find herself on the court for 
many high-leverage situa-
tions.
 Distacio’s role will be 
quite different in her junior 
season, and head coach Mi-
chelle Booker said she an-
ticipates the setter to be an 
impact player in her first 
full season with the varsity 
team. The experience Dis-
tacio gained in 2020 will 
come in handy as the junior 
accepts more responsibility 
for the Lady Cats this sea-
son. 
 “She always was suc-
cessful when we pulled her 

up,” Booker said. “I think 
it’s going to help her con-
fidence knowing that [she] 
was successful when [she] 
was pulled up, and [she] can 
do it again.”
 Booker said Distacio 
showed impressive poise 
for someone her age last 
season, even when she was 
called up to play on var-
sity.  She’s a soft-spoken 
player, but that reserved 
nature plays to her advan-
tage when things get shaky 
on the court.
 The junior setter’s abil-
ity to remain calm under 
pressure is a trait that will 
help her stay centered and 
adapt to the heightened 
pace of varsity-level compe-
tition.
 “She’s not real high 
strung,” Booker said. 
“She’s really reserved. I 
think she’s going to be a kid 
that’s not going to get flus-
tered. If she does, she’s not 
going to show it. She’s go-
ing to be able to keep her 
composure.”

 Distacio faces not only 
an increase in responsibil-
ity, but a drastic change in 
the game plan as well. Last 
year the Lady Cats had 
three setters on the court. 
This year that number falls 
to just one: Distacio.
 For Distacio, that means 
that a huge percentage 
of plays are going to run 
through her. There are go-
ing to be growing pains any 
time a first-time varsity 
member is getting a high 
number of touches, and 
even though Distacio has 
some experience at the var-
sity level she is still green.
 Booker knows that it 
will take some nurturing 
to grow her into the type of 
player who can manage the 
workload she will be asked 
to handle. It’s going to be a 
challenge, but one Booker 
believes Distacio is ready to 
accept. 
 “[Distacio is] very 
coachable,” Booker said. 
“She wants to learn. She’s 
going to be a kid that’s able 
to take in the knowledge 
that we give her and run 
with it.”

PLAYERS 
TO WATCH

Junior to play big role in new Lady Cats offense

Putting the community 

It’s about you. 
It’s what we do. 

postsignal.com/subscribe

in Community Journalism.



12A   � e Post-Signal Friday, July 16, 2021

By Tatiana Ambrosio
Staff Writer
 A couple of local busi-
nesses strive to provide al-
ternate food options to the 
U.S. 377 Corridor.
 In Aubrey, a building 
that looks like a new res-
taurant option houses The 
Food Experience.
 It’s not a restaurant, 
though. It’s a commercial 
kitchen that offers many 
different types of food ex-
periences. 
 The Food Experience is 
a culmination of one cou-
ple’s, Angie Graffi gna and 
Jack O’Connor, passions. 
 Graffi gna worked in 
food service for Hyatt Ho-
tels for 15 years before she 
began working an offi ce job 
in fi nance. 
 To get through what she 
viewed as monotony, she 
said, she started throw-
ing dinner parties for her 
friends and their children. 
Her dinner parties became 
more and more extravagant 
and immersive.
 Though she has a degree 
in business administration 
and hotel management, she 
went back to pursue a de-
gree in the culinary arts.
 She planned to open her 
parties up to the public, 
“kind of like a chef’s table 
type thing,” she said. 
 She found there was 
a lack of a commercial 
kitchen in the area. Imme-
diately, she saw it as a pos-
sible business opportunity.  
 With the concept of 
just opening a commercial 
kitchen, she said, she had 
to explain to the city and 
to her insurance provider 
they would not actually be a 
restaurant. 
 “I’ve run restaurants 
too long to know that I 

don’t want to own one,” she 
said. 
 Their kitchen is for 
other businesses to rent, as 
well as for Graffi gna to pre-
pare her own catering.
 However, she and 
O’Connor have other ideas 
they have been implement-
ing.  
 The experience part of 
their business venture is a 
big part of what they do. 
 They offer experi-
ences like cooking classes 
for adults and children. 
They also offer beer brew-
ing classes that are a pair 
of classes, which includes 
brewing and bottling, with 
participants getting to 
take home the beer they 
brew.  
 Children’s cooking 
classes include everything 
from chicken nuggets to 
Brazilian menu items.  
 “Up to 20 [kids] can [at-
tend], and we look for rec-
ipes that will give every-
body something to do,” she 

said.  
 They also host Socrates 
Pub, a night where attend-
ees talk about philosophy 
over food and brews be-
cause O’Connor is actually 
Dr. Jack O’Connor, a phi-
losophy professor with his 
doctorate in the history of 
ideas. 
 Recent developments in-
clude preordered lunches 
for pickup via their web-
site—www.foodexperi-
enceco.com—along with 
private Sunday brunches. 
 Another unique food 
service provider is housed 
just one block north on U.S. 
377, Foodies in Texas. 
 Jerry Hightower was 
training for IRONMAN 
in 2014 when he started 
the journey that eventu-
ally led to him starting his 
own food service company, 
Foodies in Texas.  
 “I told my wife I’m cer-
tain that we can do it bet-
ter,” Hightower said. 
 Seven years later, he 

cooks weekly meals along 
with his family and some 
employees in an unassum-
ing rustic building with a 
turquoise door facing U.S. 
377 in Aubrey for people 
who come from as far as Ar-
lington and Grapevine.
 Foodies in Texas pro-
vides meals that offer por-
tion-controlled, lower-so-
dium, fresh, minimally 
processed foods.
 Hightower originally 
started making food for 
himself, then one of his 
wife’s friends in the horse 
industry asked if she could 
join him. Her eventual 
weight loss brought in more 
people from the horse in-
dustry. 
 Hightower said it was 
through word of mouth 
that it grew “from a hobby 
to a full-fl edged business.”  
 These days Hightower 
sells from a website—food-
iesintexas.com. Patrons 
can order premade meals a 
week at a time.  

 “I try to fi x food the way 
that my mom fi xed it for me 
when I was a kid and that is, 
fresh stuff. We use mini-
mal processed foods in our 
meals. We use minimal 
salt,” Hightower said.
 In his previous career, 
he worked as regional op-
erations manager for the 
Texas Youth Commission. 
He managed 11 facilities 
with responsibilities that 
included service and mass 
food production.  
 These days, Hightower 
says, his business is about 
60% people who don’t have 
time to cook and 40% gyms 
that he has partnered with 
in the area.
 Customers order their 
food Monday through 
Thursday for Sunday/Mon-
day pickups. Pickup cur-
rently happens in 17 loca-
tions including Aubrey, Pi-
lot Point, Prosper and Den-
ton. 
 Meals include breakfast, 
lunch, dinner, specialty 

snacks, family-style din-
ners and even holiday meals 
when in season. 
 The menu changes every 
week. 
 Nutrition is still a big 
part of Hightower’s busi-
ness model. He said he has 
a registered dietitian who 
is part of the team review-
ing his nutritional infor-
mation. 
 “We do that to try to en-
sure that we are putting 
healthy meals out there 
that will meet general nu-
tritional requirements for 
people,” he said.
 Patrons can order as 
much or as little as they 
want as often or sporadi-
cally as necessary.  
 He said they cook all 
types of cuisines, including 
comfort food. 
 “We just try to put a 
healthy spin on whatever 
we do,” he said.

Providing alternatives
Food Experience, 
Foodies in Texas 

offer food options

Kitchen manager, Ryan Miller, left, stands with Angie Graffi gna and 
Jack O’Connor, who started The Food Experience. 

Let us connect you!
Check out our job board at pilotpoint.org

940-686-5385

Searching for work?

www.CatholicSchoolDenton.org

School begins mid-August
Registration accepted year-round. 

ICCS offers Pre-K 3 & 4 and *Kindergarten (*age 5 by Sept. 1) 
Rates begin at $140 per week 5-day Pre-K & Kindergarten 

MWF and T TH Pre-K options available 
(Pre-K childcare tax credit)

PPlease contact the school office for tour information. 
2301 N. Bonnie Brae, Denton, Texas 76207 

940.381.1155     iccsoffice@gmail.com
     Accredited by the State of Texas

Enroll Now     PreK3 through 8th Grade     Inscríbete Ahora

Purchase Ads Now!
For the Back to School Guide

Covering: Pilot Point ISD • Aubrey ISD • Tioga ISD
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s!

940.68
6.216
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Jerry Hightower does meal prep on vegetables at the Foodies in Texas 
kitchen on U.S. 377 which serves nutritionally conscious meals for weekly 
pickup.                   Photos By Tatiana Ambrosio/The Post-Signal
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