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Open for visitors

By Abigail Allen
Managing Editor
 Taking a trip to the Ray Roberts 
Lake State Park takes a bit more plan-
ning this year, park staff said.
 COVID-19 pandemic precautions 
mean visitors should register for 
spots to make sure they can enter the 
park before making the drive out. 
 “We’ve been reaching our capaci-
ty almost every day,” Isle du Bois Unit 
Park Superintendent Mark Stewart 
said. “Many days of the week, three to 
four days out of the week, the capaci-
ty is being reached a day or two be-
forehand, and then other days we’re 
reaching the capacity at noon or 1, 
midday-ish.”
 That’s causing park staff to piv-
ot on how it usually takes care of the 
park, he said, such as mowing at 6 
a.m. to be done before the majority of 
visitors hit the park. Cleaning is hap-
pening more, too, and during slower 
times in the day.
 The registration system also has 
been working out well, Stewart said. 
 “Even in the future, once the ca-
pacities all go back to normal, those 
day use reservations will still be avail-
able,” he said. “And, I would encour-
age folks to make those, especially 
holiday weekends, so that if they came 
out on the Fourth of July, they’ll know 
they have a spot regardless of how 
busy the park is.
 “It doesn’t guarantee a table, it 
doesn’t guarantee anything in partic-
ular, but at least it allows you access 
to the park.”
 Having so many visitors get used 
to coming out to Ray Roberts Lake 
might have a lasting impact on park 
attendance going forward.
 “Even as we raise the capacity, 
as busy as we’ve been, we still antici-
pate hitting that capacity as we move 
through 50%, 75%,” Stewart said. “… 
We used to only hit closure on major 
holidays—Memorial Day, Fourth of 
July. It seems we may start reaching 
our capacity more often as the parks 
become more and more popular.”
 Holiday weekends, like for July 
Fourth and Labor Day, book up well in 
advance, Stewart said. And weekends 
usually fill up by Thursday.

 “If they’re trying to make reser-
vations three or four days in advance, 
they can normally get in,” Stewart 
said.
 Stewart estimated that Isle du 
Bois is in the Top 10 state parks as far 
as revenue generated annually, and 
combining it with “the Greenbelt, and 
Johnson Branch, and the lake parks 
and the boat ramps into the mix, Ray 
Roberts as a whole, we come in usually 
in the Top 5 or so,” he said.
 If people planning to visit the park 
haven’t made reservations, Stewart 
said, he “would encourage them either 
to check Facebook or to call the park 
to ensure” there’s enough room in the 

capacity for them.
 That includes annual passholders. 
 Park capacity is determined by the 
number of vehicles that have entered 
the park unit, not a headcount. 
 That also means that people using 
the boat ramp who are out on the wa-
ter throughout their time in the park 
are included in the count, Stewart 
said. 
 Although the park’s usually robust 
interpretive program has been ham-
pered by the pandemic, there are sev-
eral additional reasons to visit the 
park, Stewart said.
 Mountain biking remains popular 
at the park, he said, while kayaking 

and paddle-boarding have seen an up-
tick in popularity on Ray Roberts.
 “Rick Torres, our interpreter, has 
moved on to a job down by Austin with 
the Texas Outdoor Family program, 
and they’re currently holding his po-
sition for now,” Stewart said, adding 
“we will definitely miss Ranger Rick.”
 The park staff in June was working 
on its plan for holding programs while 
complying with the COVID-19 restric-
tions.
 “As they relax some of the restric-
tions, we’ll be utilizing our Master 
Naturalist volunteers and folks like 
that to start putting on programs, 
and some other staff will also be par-

The Ray Roberts Lake State Park is reaching capacity basically every day with the COVID-19 restrictions in 
place.

    J.T. Strasner/The Post-Signal

Ray Roberts Lake 
State Park welcomes 

visitors daily
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The Chandler family has been 
designing and manufacturing 
custom cabinetry for more 
than 40 years, and our growth 
and success is not marked by 
an assembly line. Chandler 
Cabinets sets the standard and 
continues to lead the DFW 
metroplex, with the highest 
quality of custom cabinetry. 
Family owned and operated 
since 1976, we personally 
guarantee the superiority of our 
cabinetry. 

901 East McDonald Drive, Pilot Point TX 76258 • (940) 686-5770 • info@chandlercabinets.net
chandlercabinets.net

The Chandler family has been designing and 
manufacturing custom cabinetry for more than 
40 years, and our growth and success is not 
marked by an assembly line. Chandler Cabinets 
sets the standard and continues to lead the 
DFW Metroplex with the highest quality of 
custom cabinetry. Family owned and operated 
since 1976, we personally guarantee the 
superiority of our cabinetry. 

1110 JC Lane, Pilot Point, TX 76258 • (940) 686-5770 • info@chandlercabinets.net
chandlercabinets.net

ticipating in that,” Stewart said.
 The camping areas, too, have been 
filling up quickly, especially while the 
park has been at 50 percent capacity 
for camping.
 In June, the park staff was work-
ing on repairing all of the Hawthorn 
camping site, which experienced 
flooding this year in an effort to get 
them all open by Wednesday, Stewart 
said.
 “We’re hoping to make it all the 
way through the summer without any 
additional flooding,” he said.
 Another area in need of repair is 
the equestrian trail between Lone 
Star Lodge and Marina and the Blue-
stem Grove area within the park unit. 
 “Now that everything is drying 
up, we’re able to get out and get more 
done,” he said.
 The closures might seem unneces-
sary to park visitors, Stewart said, 
but in the case of the equestrian trail, 
repairs need to happen for the park 
staff to respond to emergencies.
 “We have to be able to come find 
you if you had an emergency,” Stew-
art said. “So we kind of have to man-
age for our average user, not necessar-
ily for our most experienced users.”
 He added that the staff wants to 
“get it open, but … safe for the public.”
 The park staff also took advantage 

of the time during which Gov. Greg 
Abbott mandated that state parks 
close across Texas to tackle some of 
the maintenance projects in heavi-
ly used areas that can’t be tackled as 
safely when visitors fill the park.
 And no one had to be put on fur-
lough on the park unit’s staff, Stew-
art said.
 “We were working on doing a lot of 
the tree-trimming, hazardous tree re-
moval, which involved dropping dead 
or dying trees in the campgrounds to 
make them safer,” he said. “A lot of 
that was damage due to the flooding 
that we were getting over.”
 Although he’s hoping the park can 
experience less flooding in the future, 
he also said the lake is functioning ex-
actly how it’s supposed to.
 “The primary function for the 
Corps in the lakes is to prevent some 
flooding and store and control and re-
lease that flood water,” Stewart said. 
“Recreation is secondary to that.”

Annual Passholder Trouble
If you have an annual pass but can’t 

get the day use reservations 
to register to the right account, 

email merge.requests@tpwd.tx.gov. The state park staff recommends that visitors go online to reserve 
their day use permits, even if they are annual passholders.

    J.T. Strasner/The Post-Signal
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Ray Roberts provides family fun
	 It	could	be	said	that	I	got	catfished	
at Ray Roberts Lake.
 Heck, that claim could even be di-
rected toward my 4-year-old son, E.J.
 Before someone suspects we were 
tricked on an online dating service, I 
should explain that this particular ep-
isode	of	catfishing	occurred	in	a	very	
literal sense.
 When it came time to pass out writ-
ing assignments for the 2020 Lake 
Guide, I immediately got excited about 
the prospect of getting some hooks wet 
and	writing	a	first-person	account	of	a	
fishing	trip.
 It would be a shame to live and 
work right next door to one of Texas’ 
greatest lakes and not experience it 
personally, right?
 Furthermore, my son had never re-
ally	been	on	a	fishing	trip.	What	bet-
ter way to bond with Pops than with a 
rod and reel.
 Preparation for the trip took lon-
ger than the adventure itself. Luckily, 
I	already	had	my	own	fishing	gear.
 But E.J. was starting from scratch. 
His extremely prepared mother had to 
make	sure	he	had	a	fishing	shirt	with	
sufficient	protection	from	UV	rays.	He	
also needed a rod and reel. And evi-
dently his own tackle box.
 Choosing all three items himself, 
E.J. went with the light green color 
spectrum for all the purchases. Duh.
 After a bit of practice casting and 
reeling in the backyard the night be-
fore	fishing,	we	were	almost	all	set.
 The morning of the adventure, I 
went to a local mercantile shop for the 
remainder of the supplies: extra bob-
ber, extra hooks, minnow bucket, two 
dozen minnows and most importantly 
a cheeseburger and fries.
 Almost $40 later I realized how 
long it had been since I purchased 
minnows. The little swimmers have 
definitely	gone	up	in	price	the	last	de-
cade.
 I met up with E.J. and Wifey and 
we headed out to Lake Ray Roberts 
Marina. It’s really gorgeous there and 
also gave E.J. an opportunity to wit-
ness the beauty of the lake from the 
dam while driving over.
 Arriving, we fed the last bit of 
Dad’s fries to the hungry carp in the 
kids’	 area,	 then	 fished	 for	 a	 couple	
minutes from the dock. A very pleas-
ant Marina staffer came out to remind 
us	there	is	no	fishing	allowed	from	the	
area where we were positioned. 
 We paid the $7 adult and $5 child 
fishing	rights	fees,	then	moved	to	the	
covered	area	where	fishing	is	allowed.

 Except for one annoying turtle, we 
unfortunately didn’t get any bites.
 My instincts told me we’d may-
be have more luck in a different spot, 
so we loaded up and headed to Isle du 
Bois.
 A quick pass through the park re-
vealed some areas that were avail-
able, but this was quite a humid and 
hot Thursday, so I stayed on the look-
out for a spot with more shade.
 After pulling through a camp-
ing area, I noticed some lovely willow 
trees near a parking area.
	 Upon	 climbing	 out	 of	 the	 vehicle,	
we carefully walked down a rocky 
area towards the shore. 
	 There	was	sufficient	shade	for	the	
humans and a little bit of cover for the 
fish	as	well.
 E.J. had no problem touching the 
minnows and even baited his own 
hook a couple times. We still need to 
work a bit on the casting.
 The minnows, however, were not 
doing so great at this point.
 About 45 minutes in, we’d still not 
caught	any	fish.	
 I grabbed one of the livelier min-
nows and cast into a new location. In-
stantly, I saw the familiar bobbing of 
the bobber. It dashed under water, and 
I excitedly reeled toward the shore.
 “I got one!” I yelled to no one in par-
ticular.
 The tugging resistance and weight 
on the end of the line was invigorating 
– a feeling I hadn’t experienced in far 
too long.
	 Pulling	 the	 fish	 out	 of	 the	 water,	
I was super surprised to see it was a 
catfish.	 Normally,	 I	 recalled,	 catfish	
bait resembling stinky brown wads of 
weirdness, not shiny minnows.
 I’m pretty sure I had my own cheer-
ing section provided by my family 
members, but I only faintly recall that.
 The excitement that can only be 
provided by a successful landing of a 
fish	was	all	I	could	concentrate	on.
 I carefully removed the hook and 
set	the	catfish	free.
	 Soon	 afterwards,	 E.J.	 finally	 got	
permission to set the remaining min-
nows back to nature as well.
	 “Bye	 fishies,	 go	 see	 your	 mom-
mies,” he cooed.
 Thanks to Ray Roberts Lake for 
creating some unforgettable family 
memories. 
 The following morning, E.J. awoke 
and was immediately begging for an-
other	day	of	fishing.
 Isle du Bois and surrounding ar-
eas be warned: more minnows will 

soon	be	set	free	to	find	their	mommies.
 J.T. Strasner is general manager 

of the Post-Signal. Comments may be 
sent to jstrasner@postsignal.com.

An unafraid 
E.J. Stras-
ner, above, 
gives a 
thumbs up 
while hold-
ing a small 
minnow. 
J.T. Stras-
ner, right, 
displays the 
fruits of a 
successful 
fishing trip 
at Ray Rob-
erts Lake.

    Michelle 
Strasner/The 

Post-Signal
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Proudly serving your community
DAVIDDAVID

AUTO PARTSAUTO PARTS

221 S. Jefferson • Pilot Point • 686-0775
Russell David, Owner/Manager

20+ years of serving 
your auto parts needs

Locally owned
& operated

Parts for all makes of vehicles
• Lubricants for tuneups (oil, fi lters, plugs)
• Oxygen & acetylene • Welding supplies
• New brand of car detailing

Fun in the sun
 Paddleboarding, such as in the 
picture above, and kayaking have 
gained more and more popularity at 
Ray Roberts Lake. 
 Before the pandemic hit, the state 
park was renting out kayaks.
 “Because of the COVID stuff, … all 
the loaner programs and rentals have 
been suspended across the state,” Isle 
du Bois Unit Park Superintendent 
Mark Stewart said.
 Mountain biking has stayed popu-
lar, he added.
 Swimmers were active at the swim 
beach June 13.

 Photos by Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal
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Ace is the place to gear up 
for  the Great Outdoors!

Fishing Equipment | Tents | Coolers |  Lanterns Fishing Equipment | Tents | Coolers |  Lanterns 
Camp Stoves | Cooking Fuel | Much More!Camp Stoves | Cooking Fuel | Much More!

316 S. Hwy 377 Pilot Point TX 76258 M-F 7-7 Sat. 8-5 940-686-5311

NORTH TEXAS HARDWOODS

NTH
CUSTOMCABINETS

PILOT POINT, TX

940-686-5146

UPPERCUT GRANITE
940-577-8868 
Sales
940-765-3525 
940-435-9283

1235 JC LANE

PROUDLY SERVING 
THE SURROUNDING 

COUNTIES!

COME VISIT OUR 
NEW DESIGN 

CENTER

A family gathered for a picnic, along with their small dog, on June 13.
 Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal

Putting the community in Community Journalism.
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Putting the community 

It’s about you. It’s what we do. 
postsignal.com/subscribe

in Community Journalism.



Friday, July 3, 2020 Ray Roberts Lake Visitors Guide 9

Taxes Are A Year Round Sport 
 

Tax Preparation  Tax Planning  Sole Proprietors  LLC’s    

S-Corps C-Corps  Trusts  Estates  Individual Payroll  &   

Payroll Tax Payments 941 Reports TWC Reports 940  

Reports  Bookkeeping  Budgeting  Bill Paying  

Reconciling  Financial Reporting  Business Planning   

Estate Planning Start Ups  Start Overs  Selling   

Non Profit  Profit  No Profit  Lots of Profit 

Sales Taxes  State Taxes Wayfair Rules 

Financial | Fitness 

Work with the Tax Professionals that Work for You 
Linda Bullwinkle, EA     Anita Jean, EA 

 
940-365-3115  

5099 US HWY 377 S, Suite 400, Aubrey, TX 

Tax Preparation • Tax Planning • Sole Proprietors 
LLC’s • S-Corps • C-Corps • Trusts • Estates 

Individual Payroll • Payroll Tax Payments • 941 Reports
TWC Reports • 940 Reports • Bookkeeping • Budgeting 

Bill Paying • Reconciling • Financial Reporting 
Business Planning • Estate Planning 

Start Ups • Start Overs • Selling 
Non-Profi t • Profi t • No Profi t • Lots of Profi t 
Sales Taxes • State Taxes • Wayfair Rules

Financial | Fitness
Work with the Tax Professionals Who Work For You.

Linda Bullwinkle, EA

ARE A YEAR-ROUND SPORTARE A YEAR-ROUND SPORT

Fill up on fuel, food 
and beverages while 

visiting Lake Ray Roberts!

TIGER MART

1800 N. US Hwy 377
Pilot Point

 940-686-0800

Homemade TACOS, BURRITOS
BURGERS & MORE

Viva El Taco
Plenty of room for Big Rigs,

Boats & Trailers

By Baylee Friday
Staff Writer
 Chris True spent his Saturday 
strolling the trails that twist across 
the Greenbelt, navigating the dirt and 
gravel labyrinth with seasoned exper-
tise. 
 The park superintendent at the 
Ray Roberts Lake State Park Complex 
says this year has unleashed an un-
foreseen myriad of change … but the 
sundrenched trails remain the same. 
And he says, for the most part, the 
same goes for Johnson Branch. 
 “The biggest change, obviously, is 
our decreased capacity due to the CO-
VID pandemic,” True said. 
 As COVID-19 cases rise and fall 
across the country, folks are flock-
ing to the lake—electing a day spent 
on the water over a day at the mall, a 
roasted weenie served by the campfire 
to a four-course meal in a restaurant 
dining room.
 Still, space is limited. True says 
park capacity has been reduced and 
social distancing practices are still 
being heavily enforced. 
 “We’re just trying to increase the 
space between people,” he said. 
 Adapting to the change hasn’t been 
easy, but True says park staff has 
done an excellent job across the board. 
And, while adjusting to new challeng-
es brought on by the ongoing pandem-
ic, staff has also been forced to tackle 
a more familiar foe: flooding. 
 “We had high water—up to four 
feet high—around the lake,” True 
said. “It caused a lot of repair work, 
and we had to close some of our boat 
ramp facilities. But we are complete-
ly open again. We’re welcoming peo-
ple out, just not as many as we’ve had 
in the past.” 
 Now that the facilities are open, 
True says Johnson Branch is running 
as usual—for the most part. The trails 
are open, the water’s cool and folks 
have not hesitated to get out and enjoy 

the scenery.
 “It’s like a 
big breath of fresh 
air,” said Tioga resi-
dent Carolynn Barr, 
laughing as she pre-
pared an afternoon 
picnic with her fam-
ily. “Like, a liter-
al breath of fresh 
air. Just being out-
side and being with 
friends and, you 

know, just cooking a hamburger is 
nice. And it feels very normal.” 
 When guests are not out on the wa-
ter or sunbathing on the beach, they 
might notice a new building tucked 
into the lush greenery of the park: The 
Nature Center. 
 The building has been under con-
struction since last year and is finally 
finished—but not quite ready to open. 
 “The building itself and the 
grounds are finished,” True said. 
“We’re just waiting on the exhib-
it staff down in Austin to finalize ev-
erything. We’re hoping it will be open 
this fall—for sure by next spring. 
We’re really excited about it. Just 
looking forward to eventually getting 
some groups in there and letting peo-
ple explore.” 
 For now, staff members are pre-
paring for the Fourth of July, a week-
end that typically acts as a big money 
maker for the park. This year will be 
different. True says both units—Isle 
du Bois and Johnson Branch—are al-
ready at capacity “and then some.” 
 He says the holiday will be differ-
ent for everyone, and he’s encourag-
ing folks to be patient with the park 
staff and with each other. People have 
been venturing to the lake to destress, 
and True says the last thing they need 
is more chaos. 
 “With everything going on, it’s 
been a busy year,” True said. “A lot 
of people have been coming out to the 
parks to get away from the stress. 
We’re offering a refuge for people 
to come out and enjoy themselves … 
and ultimately, to just get away from 
those stressors for a little while.”

Chris True

Johnson Branch works 
toward opening new

Nature Center

‘We’re offering a refuge for people to come out 
and enjoy themselves ... and ultimately, to just 
get away from those stressors for a little while.’

Chris True, Ray Roberts Lake State Park Superinetndent

Ray Roberts offers refuge
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Fixing flood damage

By Abigail Allen
Managing Editor
 Visitors familiar with the Isle du 
Bois Unit of the Ray Roberts Lake 

State Park may have noticed a few im-
provements to the park’s day use area 
and along the shoreline.
 In March, the park reopened its 
playground, this time with entirely 
new structures and a rubberized play 
surface that should hold up better to 
the flooding that happens along the 
swim beach shoreline.

 “The water was up onto the actual 
playground structures, and the beat-
ing of the waves broke apart several 
parts of the playground,” Isle du Bois 
Unit Park Superintendent Mark Stew-
art said regarding the damage done 
by the 2015 floods.
 The old playground also featured 
pea gravel, which didn’t fare so well 

when flooded.
 “The pea gravel surface was inun-
dated with sand, and so that pea grav-
el-sand mixture was no longer a com-
pliant surface for a play surface,” 
Stewart said. “So, that was part of 
that replacement, is coming up with a 
long-term structure and surface.”
 Included in the playground is the 

The new playground with a rubberized surface at its base at the Isle du Bois Unit stands empty on a hot, sunny June 13 day. The structure opened 
in March, within a couple of weeks of the COVID-19 pandemic causing closures and then lowered park capacities.

Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal

Isle du Bois Unit 
fixes lasting damage

from 2015 flood
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traditional equipment that features 
stairways, slides and bridges with two 
umbrella-style awnings to help pro-
vide a little relief from the Texas sun, 
as well as a swing that lies lower to the 
ground and is attached in four spots 
instead of two. 
 There’s also a small, faux rock area 
that small park visitors can climb or 
use as a spot to sit. 
 “It was open for maybe two weeks 
before all the COVID closures start-
ed,” Stewart said. 
 When the park reopened its day use 
area in May, he said, the playground 
reopened to use, too.
 “There are drains underneath it,” 
Stewart said. “It is all ADA-acces-
sible, and it’s a real nice playground 
that we hope everybody gets a lot of 
chances to play on it for a long time.”
 A new playground wasn’t the only 
project completed this year. 
 Riprap rock has been added to the 
shoreline to keep the soil in place, 
even in the case of flooding.
 “All of that was where wave ac-
tion just eroded away,” Stewart said. 
“We’ve been fighting it for years. It 
wasn’t just from the 2015 flood, but 
that was just anytime all the waves 
were just slowly eroding away the 
banks, and we were finally able, as 
part of the flood repair project, to get 
a good repair that ought to last for a 
long, long time.”
 Those rocks were added to the edg-
es of the Wild Plum campsites, P1 
Point and Hill Point. They sit on a bed 
of geotextile fabric and smaller rocks, 
Stewart said, “and that’s able to with-
stand the wave action.”
 “When the water’s up, and the 
waves are crashing on it, that pro-
tects the soil underneath from erod-
ing away,” Stewart said.
 The previous erosion prevention 
was using concrete bag walls, Stewart 
said, but flooding that went over the 
walls washed those out from the shore 
side out toward the lake, resulting in 
erosion. 
 “In the past, park staff was able to 
do minor repairs to it, which is like 
putting Band-Aids on it, and this is 
more of a long-term, permanent fix,” 
Stewart said.
 The riprap rock shoreline provides 
some new opportunities for people 
fishing to be able to sit along the edg-
es and for animals looking for a place 
to live.
 “People can go out there and sit 
on those rocks and fish, although it 
does create additional potential hab-
itat for some different animals out 
there,” Stewart said. “Probably a lot 
of snakes and rodents and different 
things. So people need to be careful 
while they’re on the rocks.

 “Plus, if they’re walking on them, 
there is always that chance for tipping 
and twisting an ankle.”
 Having the riprap rock on the 
banks near the swim beach should 
help preserve that beach. 
 “With the erosion stopped or at 
least severely slowed down now, we’ll 
be able to keep [both points] to protect 
the swim area,” Stewart said.
 The project was a big undertaking, 
and it has a big impact on what the 
park has to offer, he said.
 “We’re excited to have it done,” 
Stewart said about the new struc-
tures. “It allows us to have it open 
for the public, having the playground 
and now with the beach open. And ac-
tually, the flooding that we had earli-
er this year, with all of that being over 
with, and then the long-term for the 
projects with the riprap is that pro-
tects those facilities for years and 
years and years.”
 “The total, which included all of 
that and the Greenbelt, was over $2 
million,” Stewart said.
 Some of that total also went to-
ward sidewalk repair, Stewart said.
 The volleyball court was also 
worked on during the winter, Stewart 
said, swapping out the sand for some 

better designed for a court.
 “We also put a drain in underneath 
it, so that the rainwater drains out of 
it, and we redid the poles and every-
thing to make it a better volleyball 
court,” he said. 
 Work has also been put into getting 
the Greenbelt Trail, specifically the 

section between FM 428 and U.S. 380, 
back online from the lasting damage 
from the 2015 floods. 
 The Greenbelt project is not yet fin-
ished, partially because this year’s 
flooding during the spring has contin-
ued to hamper the ability to fully re-
open the trail to its termination at the 

Logan May climbs through the equipment at the Isle du Bois playground area. The youngster was enjoying a 
clear and sunny day on June 26 at the lake.

    J.T. Strasner/The Post-Signal

Fake rocks have been incorporated into the new playground at the Isle 
du Bois Unit of the Ray Roberts Lake State Park.

Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal
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Highway 380 Park, Stewart said.
 “It’s been continuously flood-
ing due to the slowdown of the water 
from the logjam south of [U.S.] 380,” 
he said, adding that the logjam is not 
on Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment-controlled land.
 He added that some volunteer 
groups are possibly interested in help-
ing to keep the pathway clear once the 
obstruction is cleared “to prevent fu-
ture logjams,” Stewart said.
 Shoreline erosion is one of the 
problems.
 “Trees have fallen into the water, 
other debris and stuff that’s floating 
down the river,” he said. “If there’s 
a tree that falls down and then oth-
er trees wash up against it, they just 
start stacking up. 
 “Once the water slows down, when 
we have flooding events, everywhere 
that the water slows down, it drops 
the silt that’s being carried in the wa-
ter … and then slowly the silt builds 
up, and then it starts slowing down 
the water even more.”
 He related the situation similar to 
a “kitchen strainer” that allows some 
water to go through but the flow is dif-
ferent.
 “It’s going to be a lot of work, clear-
ing that out, but we’re hoping it will 
be something that … the Corps can get 
done,” Stewart said. 

“This is the Lord’s doing; 
it is marvelous in our eyes.”

Psalm 118:23 ESV

Saturday | Reconciliation 3:15-4:15 p.m. | Mass 5 p.m.
Sunday | Masses 8 a.m., 11 a.m., 12:45 p.m. (Spanish) | Confessions 3:15-4:15 p.m.

925 N. Charcut St. | Pilot Point TX 76258 | 940-686-2088 | stthomaspilotpoint.org

JOIN US!

Riprap rock has been added to multiple shoreline points throughout the Isle du Bois unit to keep the soil on 
the beach from washing away, even in the face of flooding.

Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal
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MEMBER FDIC

www.aubreycoc.orgwww.aubreycoc.org

380Guide/380News
Ashlar Development—Wildridge

Ciera Bank

Denton Record-Chronicle
Financial Fitness

JP & Associates Realtors

Gold MembersGold Members

Texas New-Mexico Power

1212 W. Sherman Drive
Aubrey
940-488-5050
Mon.-Fri. 7:30-4:30
(Closed 11:30-12:30 for lunch)

We o� er: 
Fireplaces • Fireplace Inserts • Stoves 
Log Sets • Doors • Mantels • Outdoor 

Kitchens • Outdoor Fireplaces 
Outdoor Fire Features • Walls

The deer population has been increasing within the Ray Roberts Lake State 
Park this year, including several sets of twins being born, Isle du Bois Unit 
Park Superintendent Mark Stewart said.

Photos by Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal

Growing wild
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Isle du Bois Assistant Office Manager Cecily Rebarchek and Unit Assistant Superintendent Denice Hardy are new to the Isle du Bois team.
Amanda Mchenry/For The Post-Signal
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Part of the team
By Amanda Mchenry
Contributing Writer 
for the Post-Signal
 Cecily Rebarchek started her job at 
Isle	du	Bois	in	the	midst	of	the	COV-
ID-19 pandemic without ever seeing 
the park or having a face-to-face inter-
view. 
 “It’s a weird time to be moving and 
starting fresh with most of the coun-
try shut down,” Rebarchek said.
 She is one of two assistant of-
fice	 managers.	 Her	 previous	 posi-
tion was in customer service for about 
four years at Palo Duro Canyon State 
Park. 
 Rebarchek is from Healy, Kansas, 
a small town of less than 300 people. 
She currently lives in Sanger with her 
dog, Remington, a healer-mini Aussie 
mix. 
 Both enjoy spending time outdoors 
and near the water, she said.
 She has a parks and recreation de-
gree in wildlife biology from West Tex-
as	 A&M	University	 in	 Canyon,	 Tex-
as. She decided to shift her focus to be-
coming a game warden in lieu of an-
other four years of college.
 Rebarchek plans to make a career 
with parks and recreation. Another 
aspiration she has is to be a park su-
perintendent for a small state park.
 “The goal, if I can’t get into the 
academy,	 is	 find	a	 really	 little	Texas	
state park and just be the superinten-
dent for a location that sees less than 
60,000 people a year and get to actu-
ally know my people on a different lev-
el as they come in and spend time in 
a park and just develop awesome pro-
grams for the locals,” Rebarchek said.
 Her duties include accounting and 
park fee deposits. She also has shift 
supervisor responsibilities. Customer 
service is a big part of her job as well. 
She helps with annual passes and cur-
rently	answers	questions	about	COV-
ID-19 and the park restrictions.
	 Now	 that	 the	 office	 is	 back	 open,	
Rebarchek is able to deal with larger 
transactions as park visitors come in-
side. 
 She helps with new campsites and 
providing	first-time	annual	passes	for	
visitors. 
 Rebarchek appreciates the close-
ness of having park staff in the same 
building with the opportunity to chat 

and get help as needed. 
 “I enjoy here being able to see my 
supervisors on a daily basis, being in 
the	 same	 office	with	 the	 people	who	
are above me and below me in the hi-
erarchy of the park,” Rebarchek said. 
 In her spare time, Rebarchek likes 
spending her time outdoors. 
 She loves the water, and that was 
a big draw for coming to Isle du Bois, 
she said. 
 Driving over the dam on her way to 
work, Rebarchek said, is a great way 
to start her day. 
 Rebarchek also likes boating and 
distance hiking. She recently bought 
a kayak and is excited about taking it 
out on the lake. She can often be found 
hanging out at Lost Pines Trail Cove 
with her head in a book. 
 She looks forward to discovering 
new taco places once more of the CO-
VID-19	restrictions	are	lifted.	She	es-
pecially appreciates the mom-and-pop 
ones, she said. 
 She also plans to travel to other 
state parks now that she is in a good 
location to do so. She has visited only 
eight so far in Texas.   
 “I really enjoy what I do, and I pick 
my parks based off of a standpoint of 
not just where I would like to work, 
but where I would like to hang out in 
my personal time, and so that made 
Ray Roberts Lake Isle du Bois super 
high on my list,” Rebarchek said.

Rebarchek loves 
work, play at 
Ray Roberts

By Amanda Mchenry
Contributing Writer
for the Post-Signal
 A chance to be closer to home and 
her aging father brought Isle du Bois 
Unit	Assistant	Superintendent	Denice	
Hardy	to	North	Texas.	
 “Texas is home,” Hardy said.  “All 
my family is here.” 
 Originally from San Antonio, she 
has also spent time in Arizona and 
New	Mexico.	 She	managed	 parks	 in	
Oregon before returning to Texas last 
August after a 20-year absence.
 She’s also dabbled in many differ-
ent	fields	during	her	professional	life.
	 Hardy’s	 first	 career	 was	 in	 res-
taurant management for about nine 
years. She also spent several years 
working	in	nonprofits.	She	worked	her	
way up to CEO. 
	 Her	first	nonprofit	experience	was	
with an environmental company un-
der	a	nonprofit	in	Austin.	
 Hardy also served with domestic 
violence groups and youth prevention. 
She helped build community coali-
tions along with substance abuse and 
pregnancy prevention programs.
 In addition, Hardy had a construc-
tion company doing commercial and 
residential remodeling and building. 
 “Whenever I would get burned out 
on my management, I would go back to 
construction,” Hardy said. “I had my 
own business for many years.” 
 Hardy was a park ranger until a 
back injury necessitated a move back 
into management. In Oregon, Hardy 
managed multiple parks. She says her 
management position at the Isle du 
Bois	Unit	is	a	good	fit	for	her	because	
it helps her with a life and work bal-
ance. 
 Hardy’s position has her plugging 
in wherever she’s needed throughout 
the park. 
 She is the volunteer coordinator. 
She recruits and manages camp hosts 
and headquarter volunteers. In addi-
tion, she’s been overseeing the main-
tenance staff while the lead mainte-
nance ranger position has been empty.  
 Hardy spends time helping out 
at	headquarters	and	also	 in	 the	field	
with projects. Financial audit compli-
ance and supervising staff are addi-
tional duties. 
 “There’s really no rhyme or reason 

or predictability where I’m going to be 
on any giving day because working at 
parks, everything changes on a dime,” 
Hardy said.
	 That	 variability	 requires	 flexibili-
ty.
 “You might have your whole day 
planned out and never get to anything 
on your list,”  she added.
 Her favorite part of her job is work-
ing with the people. Hardy likes play-
ing a supportive role to help them do 
their job better.
 “Our [park] hosts are rockstars,” 
she said. “I’ve worked with a lot of 
hosts and volunteers throughout my 
career. We have an outstanding group 
of volunteers and some amazing staff. 
And I think it’s those interactions that 
bring the most job satisfaction.”
 Hardy appreciates the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department’s dedication 
to resources. She says the structure is 
conducive to carrying out the mission. 
 Hardy lives at the park. Her hob-
bies include hiking, camping and 
swimming. She also loves gardening, 
woodworking and reading two to three 
books a week.
 “I’m ecstatic to be with the agen-
cy,	 and	 I	 really	am	 loving	 the	North	
Texas area and this area in particu-
lar,” Hardy said. “I think it’s absolute-
ly gorgeous. I’ve met some just really 
down to earth, great people. I’ve been 
more inspired and recharged since 
I’ve been at Ray Roberts than I have 
in several years in my job.”

Hardy finds home 
with work at 
state park

Isle du Bois Assistant Office Man-
ager Cecily Rebarchek loves ex-
ploring nature with her dog, Rem-
ington.             Amanda Mchenry

Isle du Bois Assistant Superinten-
dent Denice Hardy loves the area 
and the people around her new 
park home.             Amanda Mchenry
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State park staff tackles COVID-19 procedures

By Abigail Allen
Managing Editor
 The Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment staff is trying to do its part 
to protect state park visitors from 
contracting COVID-19.
 There’s an entire list of steps be-
ing taken at parks, including the Ray 
Roberts Lake State Park units, across 
the state.
 “The staff wear masks when 
they’re working in front of the pub-
lic, when they’re dealing directly with 
customers,” Stewart said. 
 And the staff asks visitors to be 
considerate of others around them, he 
said.
 “For the public, when they’re going 
to be interacting or near other people, 
we recommend masks, but they’re not 
necessarily required here at the park, 
either,” Stewart said. 
 When headquarters opens up, it 
will look a bit different than it has in 
past years.
 “We actually have some circle 
stickers that we specially made for the 
department on the floor to show them 
where they can stand, and inside we 
normally have four registration sta-
tions,” Stewart said. “We’re only go-
ing to have two of those open to en-
sure that they can distance.”
 One person from each group only 
will be allowed inside headquarters, 
too, to attempt to limit the exposure 
risk for the staff.
 Keeping the number of campsites 

down to every other spot has more to 
do with facility usage than the sites 
themselves, Stewart said, to “mini-
mize the potential risk.”
 “That has to do a lot with minimiz-
ing any of the choke points like the 
bathrooms,” Stewart said. “If we’ve 
got 80 campsites in a camping loop, 
and they’re all trying to use the same 

bathroom, it’s a lot of people coming 
to one facility.”
 In June, that meant every odd-
numbered site was closed at Isle du 
Bois and Johnson Branch. 
 “All the odd ones are out,” Stewart 
said.
 Spaces intended to accommodate 
large groups, specifically the pavil-

ions, were also closed.
 “The number right now is no bigger 
groups than 10, where our pavilions 
allow, I believe, 50,” Stewart said. 
“So, we’re waiting until the restric-
tions get relaxed enough to be able to 
accommodate groups that size.”

Isle du Bois Unit Superintendent Mark Stewart and the rest of the unit staff are working to keep visitors 
safe and the park open for fun this summer.

Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal

Isle du Bois Unit 
makes changes to handle

pandemic safety 

TPWD provides guidance about visiting state parks
EDITOR’S NOTE: The following was 
published by the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department on its website, 
tpwd.texas.gov.

Keeping You Healthy
 We are working to keep your fami-
ly healthy on your next visit to Texas 
State Parks.
 Continue reading to learn more 
about our efforts. We’ll update this 
page as the situation develops.
 Please talk to a ranger if you have 

any safety concerns while you are vis-
iting a state park.

Expect some changes
 Many parks are open, but you’ll no-
tice some changes. Many parks are re-
ducing their capacity at this time.
 •We highly recommend  reserving 
and printing day passes  before com-
ing, even if you have a park pass. You 
can also call the Customer Service 
Center at (512) 389-8900. If you don’t 
have a printer, you may show park 

staff the confirmation email on your 
phone.  
 •Most parks are open for  limit-
ed camping. We strongly recommend 
making camping reservations in ad-
vance.
 •Most park headquarters, visitor 
centers and stores are open.
 •We have cancelled all in-person 
events and equipment rentals and 
loans.
 •We have increased our  clean-
ing efforts.

 Further changes are possible as we 
receive new information from health 
authorities.

Temporary guidelines
 Please help everyone stay healthy 
by following these temporary guide-
lines while at the park:
 •Maintain at least a six-foot dis-
tance from anyone not in your group.
 •No groups larger than 10 peo-
ple are allowed, except for families or 
people living in the same household.
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Destination ... Lake Ray Roberts
See it, Love it, Live it!

Visit Lake Country ...You won’t want to leave.
Let us help you explore Living the Lifestyle!

LakeCountryLifestyle.com
Call today 214-724-1607

 •Most park 
staff will be 
wearing face 
coverings - we 
strongly en-
courage you to 
do so, as well. 

Planning 
ahead
 What 
should I do to 
stay safe when 
I visit?
 You will be 
sharing some 
spaces with 
other visitors, 
including rest-
rooms and trails. Follow  CDC guide-
lines for keeping you, your family and 
other park visitors healthy.
 We strongly encourage you to wear 
face coverings the entire time you are 
in the park. 
 Maintain at least a six-foot dis-
tance from anyone not in your family. 
 How often do you clean in parks?
 We clean and disinfect restrooms 
frequently. We also wipe down hard 
surfaces and other commonly touched 
items in both public and staff areas 
with a disinfectant.
 We will try to provide hand soap or 
hand sanitizers in all bathrooms, but 
please bring your own as some parks 
have limited access to resupplies at 
this time.
 My group is gathering at a park 
this summer. Can we still come?
 No more than 10 people (except 
those in the same family or household) 
can gather under current park guide-
lines. All group sites are closed. 
 The Customer Service Center will 
contact you to process a refund if you 
have a group site reserved for your 
gathering.
 When will the parks open for camp-
ing?
 The parks are open for camping 
now! We will honor most existing res-
ervations. We are also taking new res-
ervations for stays through Sept. 7.

Reservations
 How do I make a reservation on-
line?
 Learn more about making online 
reservations on our  state park reser-
vations page. 
 How do I print permits at home?
 Log in to your account  and select 
“Pre-Registration & Site Permits” for 

camping res-
ervations or 
“Print Tick-
ets & Daily En-
trance” for day 
passes, and 
then follow in-
structions on 
the page. 
 What if I 
don’t have a 
printer?
 You may show 
park staff the 
confirmation 
email on your 
phone.
 I have an up-
coming camp-

ing reservation. Is it still valid?
 We are honoring most camping 
reservations. We cancelled some ex-
isting reservations to comply with 
guidelines for social distancing. 
 What if I want to cancel my reser-
vation?
 If you have a camping or day pass 
reservation that begins any time in 
June, you can cancel it without penal-
ty by contacting the Customer Service 
Center:
 •Call (512) 389-8900
 •Email customer service
 What if I have a reservation at a 
park or site that is closed?
 Customer Service Center agents 
will contact those with reservations 
affected by closures to offer a full re-
fund. We’ll be contacting custom-
ers in order of arrival date - so please 
be patient with us. We will not charge 
cancellation fees for these reserva-
tions. 

Closures
 What if someone at a park has the 
virus?
 We will close any park that has 
a connection to a person with a pre-
sumed or confirmed case of COVID-19. 
Check our alert map for closures.
 If you are diagnosed after visiting 
a park, please call the park to let them 
know.
 Are all the park closures due to vi-
rus cases?
 Most of our park closures are be-
cause of operational issues. There 
have been no presumed or confirmed 
cases of the virus in most closed 
parks.

- Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department

Putting the community 
in Community Journalism.

It’s about you.
It’s what we do. 
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219 S. Ray Roberts Pkwy 

 

Open Monday-Friday: 8 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday: 8 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Like us on Facebook: Garcia’s Car Wash 

 

  

 

219 S. Ray Roberts Parkway
Tioga

940-437-3627
Open Monday-Friday: 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

Saturday: 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Like us on Facebook: Garcia’s Car Wash

Serving the area since 1986

Trust your precious cargo to 

experienced horsemen!

Serving the
area since

1986

940-365-9098 
800-545-9098

www.equineexpress.com

Marina time
The Lake Ray Roberts Marina is a popular destination for boaters in the area. Features include wet and dry boat slips, fuel dock, private launch 
ramp and a convenience store.                              J.T. Strasner/The Post-Signal
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940-367-5404 911 S. Hwy. 377 • Aubrey •  940-365-4444

Sandy construction builds lifelong memories
Gracie, Garrett and Kaden Hemmen dig sand for their latest sandcastle creation at the Isle du Bois swimming area. The siblings were honing 
their crafts June 26 at the lake.

    J.T. Strasner/The Post-Signal
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V I S I T P I L O T P O I N T . O R G  

SIGHTS ★ SCENERY ★  SHOPPING

GET TO THE
POINT


