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By Abigail Allen
Managing Editor
 In a decade, Denton County 
saw a rise in population of al-
most 250,000, and Pilot Point, 
Aubrey, Krugerville, Cross 
Roads and Providence Village 
all contributed to that increase.
 That growth is expected to 
continue for at least the next 
two decades, as well.
 “We are possibly going to 
be 30,000 people in the next 10 
… to 15 years,” Pilot Point City 
Manager Britt Lusk said.
 Counting the U.S. popula-
tion looked a little different last 
year than ever before.
 The 2020 census featured 
the ability for respondents to 
answer the questionnaire on-
line for the first time.
 Because the COVID-19 pan-
demic hit during the census 
year, the U.S. Census Bureau 
made additional adjustments, 
including extending the dead-
line to respond by two and a half 
months, according to census.
gov.
 Based on the 2020 results, 
Pilot Point’s population got a 
boost of at least 525 when com-
pared to the 2010 total of 3,856, 
bringing the city to 4,381. 
 The average family in Pilot 
Point, based on the 2020 cen-
sus, is 3.53.
 Many of the data points for 
Pilot Point include a margin of 
error of plus or minus 5%, in-
cluding the median age, pov-
erty, education and employ-
ment. 
 As of the Oct. 25 update 
by Development Services Di-
rector John Taylor, 102 new 
homes have been built within 
Pilot Point in 2021, with an ad-
ditional 75 homes under con-
struction.
 Using the census average of 
3.53 people, that would mean 
the city has likely grown by an 
additional 360 people already 
this year with another 265 wait-
ing for their homes to be ready.

 Aubrey nearly doubled in 
size in the last decade, going 
from 2,595 in 2010 to 5,006 in 
2020.
 The margin of error on Au-
brey’s data was primarily be-
tween 1% and 2%.
 Because Aubrey has sur-
passed 5,000 residents, the Au-
brey City Council voted in Oc-
tober to move forward with re-
forming a home-rule charter 
committee to develop a govern-
ing document that will go be-
fore the voters in Aubrey.
 Krugerville saw an increase 
of 104 residents from 2010, 
when the population was re-
corded as 1,662, to 1,766, ac-
cording to the new census re-
sults.
 Several new homes in The 
Woodlands development have 
directly contributed to that 
growth, and more homes are 
planned in a fifth phase.
 Several key indicators, such 
as average age, older popula-
tion, residential mobility, pov-
erty and education range be-
tween a 2% to a 5% margin of 
error.
 Just south on U.S. 380, 
Cross Roads saw similar 
growth to Krugerville, accord-
ing to a comparison of the 2010 
and 2020 census population 
numbers.
 Many of the demographic 
factors featured in the cen-
sus have margins of error that 
range from 4% to 7% on the 
2020 Cross Roads numbers.
 Providence Village showed 
the greatest overall increase, 
with its population growing 
from 4,865 in 2010 to 7,691 
in 2020, according to the cen-
suses. 
 The margin of error on 
population numbers hovered 
largely from 1% to 3% for the 
town. 
 Tioga has also seen growth 
in the last decade, going from 
803 people in 2010 to 1,142 in 
2020, the U.S. Census Bureau 

2020 Census documents growth

The U.S. Census Bureau released maps of the nation’s cities as 
they looked at the time of the 2020 census. Key: Tioga, green; 
Pilot Point, orange; Aubrey, red; Krugerville, purple; Cross 
Roads, yellow; and Providence Village, blue. Since the date 
the individual maps were created, several of the cities have 
grown through voluntary annexation. 

Map compiled by The Post-Signal
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reported.
 The margin of error for the figures 
reported in Tioga ranged from 6% to 
nearly 9%.
 In total, the growth in 10 years along 
the U.S. 377 and U.S. 380 corridors from 
those cities is 6,386, without factoring 
in the possibility of underreporting in 
Pilot Point, Aubrey, Krugerville, Cross 
Roads, Providence Village and Tioga.
 For Pilot Point, Aubrey and Prov-
idence Village, several developments 
within the extraterritorial jurisdictions 

of those municipalities either will be re-
questing annexation or have already 
completed the voluntary annexation, 
which will have a direct impact on the 
population of those cities.
 Several of those developments fea-
ture over 1,000 houses, including more 
than 1,800 lots in Mustang Ranch in Pi-
lot Point and over 1,400 in High Pointe 
Ranch in Aubrey as examples.
 “We’re talking about 10,880 build-
able lots before long,” Lusk said of the de-
velopment in Pilot Point alone.

Cities grow with Denton County
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TIGER MART

The place to fi ll up on fuel, 
food and beverages!

www.toasttab.com/
viva-el-taco

Tacos, Burritos, Gorditas,
Burgers & More

EAT IN OR ORDER OUT!

Viva El 
Taco!

940-686-TACO
Plenty of room for boats,

big rigs and trailers!

940-686-0800

1800 N. US Hwy 377, Pilot Point

Drive thru now open!

Roads in the Ranch 
Cities are set to ex-
pand. The Dallas 
North Tollway will 
have a frontage road 
reaching to Pilot 
Point’s extra terri-
torial jurisdiction 
finished in 2022. 
Other existing roads 
are set to become 
six-lane arterials. 
Still others will be-
come freeways.

Abigail Allen/
The Post-Signal
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Getting connected
By Tatiana Ambrosio
Staff Writer
 Whispers of the tollway 
coming to the Ranch Cities 
area have been circulating for 
years, leaving many with ques-
tions like, “Where will it be,” 
and “When will it get here?”  
 Brian SanFilippo, senior 
communications strategist for 
the NTTA, walked residents 
through a slideshow in June in-
forming them of the most re-
cent developments of the Dal-
las North Tollway coming 
through the county and lead-
ing into Grayson County. 
 He started by saying that 
the NTTA is a “political sub-
division that is overseen by a 
board which is appointed by 
county judges. They formed 
the NTTA to keep the toll dol-
lars in our region.” 

 North Texas monies col-
lected are used in North Texas. 
NTTA has built more than 
1,000 miles of road in the re-
gion. 
 SanFilippo said that the 
NTTA has “five roads, two 
bridges and a tunnel” in the re-
gion, and it began with the Dal-
las North Tollway. 
 He explained that 17% of 
monies collected goes to oper-
ations and maintenance of the 
NTTA’s road. However, the 
majority of funds, 58%, are 
used to pay off the $9.5 billion 
of debt they acquired. The re-
maining 25% of funds are allo-
cated for these capital projects 
in expanding the roads. 
 “Right now, we are work-
ing on the bridge [of the Dallas 
North Tollway] over U.S. 380,” 
SanFilippo said. The bridge 
is expected to be completed in 
2023.
 The next segment of the 
DNT from U.S. 380 to FM 428 
is currently in the planning 

stages and has no publicized 
finish date yet. 
 “Our partners in Denton 
County are actually working 
on that frontage road and that 
will set up the last segment,” 
SanFilippo said. 
 The frontage road that will 
travel the intended route for 
the expansion on the DNT is 
set to be completed in August 
2022. Construction can be 
seen from FM 455 where it will 
eventually intersect.
 When asked about the cur-
rent status of the road, Michael 
Rey, NTTA media relations 
manager, said, “Work contin-
ues, and we remain on sched-
ule for an August 2022 comple-
tion.”
 This intended route will 
bring the DNT to the extra-
territorial jurisdiction of Pi-
lot Point. An ETJ is the area of 
land that can one day be a part 
of that town when it expands. 
 “It’s going to come pretty 
close to you, and hopefully that Dallas North Tollway (DNT) Phase 4

Project Location Map

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I I I I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I

Prosper Tr. (County Rd. 4)

Frontier Pkwy. (County Rd. 5)

County Rd. 7 County Rd. 51

First St. (County Rd. 3)
Fishtrap Rd.

Parvin Rd.

Carey Rd.

Lovers Pkwy. 
(Future)

Light Farms 
Way (Future)

Co
un

ty 
Lin

e 
Rd

.

Sm
ile

y R
d.

County
Rd. 50

Rockhill Pkwy.

County Rd. 24

County Rd. 26

Panther Creek Pkwy.

County Rd. 9

County Rd. 8

Stiff  Chapel Rd. 

Old Scaggs
School Rd.

County Rd. 58

County Rd. 60

County Rd. 60

Jaresh Rd.

Fitcher Rd.

Mobberly Rd.

Ri
ley

 R
d.

Sc
og

gin
s R

d.

M
aie

r R
d.

Bl
ain

e 
Rd

.

Tis
ch

ler
 R

d.

377

455

BN
SF

 R
ail

roa
d

Ray Roberts Lake

Panther Creek

Doe 
Bran

ch

Doe 
Bran

ch

Mu
sta

ng
 C

ree
k

Lit
tle

 El
m 

Cr
ee

k

Buck Creek

Pe
ca

n C
re

ek

UP Railroad

Celina

ProsperDe
nt

on
 C

ou
nt

y
Co

llin
 C

ou
nt

y

Grayson County
Collin County

Cooke County
Denton County

Gunter

Frisco

Pilot Point

Tioga

380

377

428

428

455

455

121

380

428

377
922

1385

DNT Phase 4B
FM 428 extending north

7.7 miles
to the county line

DNT Phase 4A
U.S. 380 to FM 428

6 miles

NTTA System (Open to Traffi  c)
Non-NTTA System 
(Open to Traffi  c) 
NEPA Alignment*
Proposed Main Lane Toll Gantry
Proposed Ramp Toll Gantry
Ramp Toll Gantry
Outer Loop
U.S. and State Highway 
Grayson County Tollway
Rail 
County Line

0 2.5 5
Miles

LEGEND
DNT Phase 4

Toll project details not to scale June 21, 2018
*National Environmental Policy Act

DRAFTDRAFT

Tollway to give 
Ranch Cities fast 
access to Dallas

Graphic Courtesy of NTTA



8 The 377/380 Guide Friday, November 5, 2021

Welcome to 
Horse Country USA

www.aubreycoc.orgwww.aubreycoc.org

380Guide/380News
Ciera Bank
CLEAResult

Denton Record-Chronicle
Financial Fitness

Texas-New Mexico Power

Gold MembersGold Members
MEMBER FDIC

Raising Cane’s Chicken Fingers

Now o� ering 
Telemedicine visits!

•Management 
of acute and 
chronic 
illnesses
•D.O.T. physicals
•Minor 
laceration repair
•BioTE hormone 
optimization

•Diabetes 
management
•Hypertension 
management
•Thyroid 
management
•Laboratory 
services
•School & 

sports 
physicals
•Annual 
wellness exams
•Well woman 
exams
•Drug 
screenings
•Much more

Ryan Brown, 
MSN, APRN, FNP-C

Family Nurse Practitioner

Our services include:

Most insurance plans accepted 
(excluding Medicaid)

Providing care close to home

Cassie Dennis, 
MSN, APRN, FNP-C

Family Nurse Practitioner

Open 
Monday - 
Thursday 

8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
(Closed 

Noon - 1 p.m.)
Friday 

8 a.m.- Noon

1235 S. Hwy. 377 
Pilot Point 

940-686-6277

makes your traveling to Dallas a lot eas-
ier,” SanFilippo said. 
 However, it is just one of the many 
new major roads coming to the area.
 Another of those roads coming to 
the area is not a NTTA road.
 A Regional Outer Loop was concep-
tualized by the North Central Texas 
Council of Governments in the early 
2000s. The NCTCOG is the metropol-
itan planning organization for the 
12-county Dallas-Fort Worth region.
 The new freeway would encircle the 
Dallas-Fort Worth region, going from 
Kaufman County on the east to Ellis 
County on the west.
 A feasibility study was conducted in 
2011. It determined that only the Collin 
and Denton County portions of the new 
road were warranted. 
 “Similar to Collin County, the popu-
lation of Denton County is projected to 
grow from approximately 663,000 peo-
ple (2010 Census) to over 3 million peo-
ple in 2050, according to the Texas De-
mographic Center,” the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation website states.
  The original proposed road would be 
two lanes of continuous frontage roads 
by 2027, six lanes of continuous front-

age roads by 2037 and six lanes of free-
way by 2040. 
 The Outer Loop Extension will fol-
low segments of FM 428. However, it is 
proposed to go north, just north of Au-
brey to avoid the town. 
 This is not an NTTA road and will 
not be a tollway. It is a TxDOT project. 
 The Outer Loop is a planned, con-
trolled access freeway that will con-
nect Interstate 35 to the DNT in Denton 
County and eventually connect towns 
in Collin County all the way to Farmer-
sville.
 This road will cross the Greenbelt, 
and the proposed roadway work has 
been shared and worked upon together 
at stakeholder meetings since 2018 with 
members of Texas Parks and Wildlife, 
the Greenbelt Alliance, the US Army 
Corps of Engineers and the Lake Ray 
Roberts Equestrian Trails Association 
to minimize impacts on wildlife and the 
greenbelt natural resource.
 Meanwhile, TxDOT is conducting 
a feasibility study on possible realign-
ment options of U.S. 380 taking the 
road north of its current location fur-
ther into the Ranch Cities, which is sep-
arate from the Outer Loop Extension. 

 However, in its December 2020 pub-
lic meeting, TxDOT showed one op-
tion that took the new alignment along 
much of the same path proposed for the 
Outer Loop Extension. The virtual pub-
lic meeting can be viewed on TxDOT’s 
YouTube channel found through www.
keepitmovingdallas.com.
 The current information listed 
about the progress shows a timeline of 
expectations from winter of 2020 to 
spring of 2022 that includes alternative 
routes to be continued to be studied and 
refined, stakeholder meetings, work-
ing toward identification of a single rec-
ommended alignment, a public meeting 
planned for fall or winter of 2021, and 
refining recommended alignment and 
document findings in a final feasibility 
report in spring of 2022.
 Residents can stay informed about 
the progress of this project at drive380.
com. 
 Meanwhile, several other planned 
improvement projects continue in var-
ious phases including FM 1385, FM 
2931 and U.S. 377 making them all six-
lane arterials.
 As part of the monies collected from 
toll roads, NTTA offers a service to 

their drivers that many may not know 
about. Drivers can call #999 when in 
distress on the roads.
 “[Operations and Maintenance em-
ployees] will come out, they will fix a 
flat, they will give you a gallon of gas,” 
SanFilippo said.
 NTTA employees will even do minor 
car repairs and help drivers get off the 
road. 
 They will pull behind stranded mo-
torists and help block traffic as well as 
remove road debris that can be reported 
by calling the same number.
 The NTTA TollTag can also be used 
in toll roads in Oklahoma and Kansas. 
 Users should monitor their accounts 
for charges. 
 TollTag users can use the app to 
monitor their accounts more easily. 
Once on the app, users can contact ser-
vice or sign up for the rewards program 
and receive rewards for driving on the 
toll roads.
 “We’ve been getting some really 
good rewards lately–Target cards, Am-
azon, Starbucks and last month we did 
gas rewards which was really popular,” 
SanFilippo said. 

Dallas North Tollway, highways to be expanded in area
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Artists draw on small-town inspiration
By Basil Gist
Staff Writer
 Hunting down local artists any-
where is like diving into the rabbit hole. 
The communities of Pilot Point, Aubrey, 
Tioga and Krugerville are no exception.

Aubrey is peppered with oil, alco-
hol, pastel and watercolor artists. Tioga 
houses a woman who frequents local 
farmers markets, Krugerville’s among 
them, to sell hand painted doors among 
other things. Pilot Point is home to a 
woman who has decorated its town, 
chiefly the walls of its square, for nearly 
20 years.

“I’m very keen for us to continue to 
build a rich environment for creative 
people of all types to thrive,” Justine 
Wollaston said, professional creative 
from Pilot Point.

Walking down U.S. 377 from the 
North takes one first to Tioga and Carol 
LaRue, who has found opportunity 
thanks to farmers markets around the 
area.

“Right away when I started doing the 
farmers markets, I just started building 
relationships,” LaRue said.

Pilot Point has a four-week farmers 
market in the summer which has seen 
LaRue’s booth, but it is really the city of 
Krugerville, which has a market year-
round on the second and fourth Sun-
days of every month, where LaRue can 
be found. 

Her work, which focuses on horses 
who are “great subjects, as anyone 
knows,” LaRue said, is all vibrant colors 
and indefinite shapes.

“Color is my thing. No matter what 
tube it’s coming out of, color is my 
thing,” LaRue said. 

She feels the local communities, 
though small, are facilitating her work 
in a positive way. 

“I’m getting much more into the lo-
cal community,” LaRue said. “There just 
seems to be many more opportunities. 
This past year has really been a year to 
get out and market myself.”

Jumping further down the corri-
dor takes one past Pilot Point and into 
Aubrey, where another artist shares 
LaRue’s love firstly of horses and sec-
ondly of color, though her work tends to 
stray from the abstract and towards re-
alism. The two also share another com-
monality, however, in the form of their 
name.
 Carol Henry has been an Aubrey res-
ident for over a decade. Her oil paint-
ings can be found throughout the town, 
particularly in municipal buildings and 
banks.
 “I’ve been a member of the Chamber 

of Commerce for many many years and 
donated a lot of work to them that’s gone 
to different places,” Henry said.
 She explained that in years prior, Au-
brey had hosted an art gallery of its own 
which has since moved to Santa Fe forc-
ing local artists to stretch out to Gaines-
ville and Denton to have their work seen.
 “It’d be great if we had another gal-
lery here,” Henry said. 
 She also hopes Aubrey Independent 
School District will bring back its fall art 
show, which she has participated in and 
would be pleased to do so again.
 Also out of Aubrey is Cheryl Haas, 
an oil and pastel painter, who settled 

down in town four years ago. Her art was 
a defining factor for getting her through 
the pandemic.

“I was doing something constantly 
to create. Not that anybody wants it, but 
it gave me something to do. That saved 
me,” Haas said. 

Though she sold herself short, the 
artist sold 5 paintings in the month of 
October, which is nothing to scoff at 
since she’s only taken back up her work in 
the last year.

“Even though I’ve been here, … it’s 
kind of hard sometimes for somebody 
new to get started,” Haas said. “I would 
love to find some people that I could 

paint with.”
Cheryl’s experience in art has been 

a more collaborative one than most, a 
trend she would happily see continue. 
 “I’ve had a lot of different input from 
different artists, the way they paint, the 
way they teach,” Haas said.
 One final artist in Aubrey, who’s 
name will stand out to any familiar with 
the watercolor scene, is Nel Dorn Byrd. 
She is a prolific watercolor painter who 
has attained signature membership in 
nearly a dozen nation watercolor orga-
nizations, including the two most selec-
tive: the American Watercolor Society 
and the National Watercolor Society.
   Thanks to the portability of her me-
dium, Nel has painted a few recognizable 
locations from Aubrey and Pilot Point.
 “When I painted with oils, I would 
get a little bit frustrated because it was 
so wet and you get so much on there and 
have to have a lot of drying time,” Byrd 
said. “Watercolor doesn’t work like that. 
It dries quickly, it’s very portable, if I 
want to paint outside I can. Plus, I like 
the different affects you can get with wa-
tercolor.”
 Byrd said she would be happy to par-
ticipate in a local society, though un-
derstood neither Aubrey, Pilot Point, 
nor Krugerville, the places closet to her 
home, had anything. 

Back to the North in Pilot Point, Dal-
ynn Montgomery is another artist whose 
time is often spent in collaboration. She 
acts as an administrator with Urban 

Dalynn Mont-
gomery captures 
a moment in time 
as she paints a 
live scene dur-
ing Pilot Point’s 
annual event, 
Chrome Fest. 
Montgomery’s 
work is often dis-
played the Pi-
lot Point Cof-
fee House on the 
Square.

Photos by 
Abigail Allen/

The Post-Signal

Carol LaRue 
stands at 
her booth 
during the 
last farm-
ers mar-
ket of the 
2021 sea-
son. She has 
found a fan-
base for her 
art through 
the farmers 
markets.



10 The 377/380 Guide Friday, November 5, 2021

Slay Memorial
Funeral Centers

400 S. Hwy 377
Aubrey, TX 76227

(940) 365-7529
slaymemorialfuneralhome.com

Terri L. Slay

424 S. Washington
Pilot Point, TX 76258

(940) 686-2277
info@slaymemorial.com

Slay Memorial
Funeral Centers

Funeral Director/Owner

940-365-SLAY

Aubrey 
 Florist

400 S. Hwy. 377, Aubrey

940-365-9940
Locally owned & operated by the slay family911 S. Hwy. 377 • Aubrey •  940-365-4444

Sketchers DFW, which is a local branch 
of the international Urban Sketchers 
movement.

“It’s a global organization, we have 
chapters all over the world,” Montgom-
ery said. “People just get together usu-
ally a couple of times a month; we pick 
some location around the area, and we 
sketch. [Afterwards] we throw down our 
work, talk about it, go get lunch … it’s 
just a really fun social thing to do.” 

Because of the more social nature of 
her medium, she’s always sketching in 
public spaces or when she’s out to eat, 
Montgomery has had more interactions 
in her community than some of the more 
reclusive artists in the area.

“The community has received me 
awesomely, just very welcoming and in-
terested in what I’m doing,” Montgom-
ery said. “My message would be to en-
courage people to get involved. All it 
takes is a piece of paper and pencil or 
pen.

She says the trick is “quantity and 
sticking with it.”

In her opinion, anyone can enjoy her 
medium if they commit to being bad at it 
until they aren’t.

“I was too much of a perfectionist 
when I was young … I would not finish 
a drawing and throw it in the trash be-

cause it didn’t meet my high expecta-
tion, but now in my middle age I’ve got-
ten over that,” Montgomery said. “It’s 
not even a straight line up, it’s an up and 
down.”
 The next artist is similarly based in 
Pilot Point and spoke on ups and downs. 
Hers, however, has less to do with her 
own perception of her work and more to 
do with her communities’ perception.
 “Sometimes art has to shock, to 
bring us out of our comfort zone, that is 
one of the jobs of art,” said Wollaston.
 Since the early 2000s, Justine Wol-
laston has blanketed the otherwise bar-
ren walls of Pilot Point’s square with 
evocative murals. The first of which was 
“Eve,” who has her home on the Farm-
ers and Merchants Bank facing Walcott 
Street.   
 “That caused enough of a ruckus; I 
stayed out of town for two years,” Wol-
laston said.
 After her hiatus, the artist spent 
many years on the ins and in the outs 
with the city. She produced myriad more 
murals, such as “Lady Liberty,” the 
“Lowbrows Girl,” “We the People,” the 
“Word Machine” and “Welcome to Pilot 
Point” among others as well as the blue 
horse sculpture in front of the Irick Real 
Estate building on U.S. 377.  

Creators use nature, architecture for one-of-a-kind works

This work by area artist Carol Henry, an oil painter, is unlike her others as it 
shows a more muted focus on her favorite subject, horses. 

Art courtesy of Carol Henry
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940-686-4247 • 440 S. U.S. 377, Pilot Point
facebook.com/CoyotesSalonSpaBoutique

 To Wollaston, her murals 
help act as a barrier between Pi-
lot Point’s impending growth 
and its heart.
 “It’s going to be essential 
that we have established the 
borders of what it truly means 
to be Pilot Point,” she said.
 Her most upcoming en-
deavor to that effect is to find 
the town a unifying symbol. 
Her idea revolves around Ray 
Roberts Lake.
 “My next job for myself is 
to start making some fish and 
see if I can’t get some people ex-
cited about that,” Wollaston 
said. “Fish you can do in any 
size, shape or color. You could 
do them in wood, steel or paper 
mache. Fish can be personali-
ties; fish are individuals.”
 Adopting fish as an anthem 
may seem zany but so does most 
of the artist’s work.
 “Art is not necessarily prac-
tical, it’s actually impractical. 
What art does is sow the seeds 
of more practical ideas,” Wol-
laston said. “You can see new 
businesses getting them and 

then they can decorate them 
how they want.”
 In this case, the practical 
idea is a communal identity to 
rally behind.
 Art is thriving in the area 
according to these artists, but 
each mentioned that the growth 
is recent, hard to find or lim-
ited.
 “We’ve just got to be wel-
coming, open arms, to all types 
of art. We must not try to dic-
tate the kind of art, or we’ll just 
get homogenized rubbish. We 
need space for [artists] as much 
space as we can [can make],” 
Wollaston said.
 After diving into the rab-
bit hole, one can see art is ev-
erywhere in our communities, 
some of the artists simply aren’t 
so keen to poke their heads 
above ground without knowing 
where to hop to.

  “Our artists need to feel 
safe about showing,” Wollaston 
said.

Artists help retain feel of community through works

Justine Wollaston teaches a resident art techniques during an Art Social held at the 
Pilot Point Coffee House in August.          Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal
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By Tatiana Ambrosio
Staff Writer
 The Ranch Cities area is rich in 
event venues. 
 From wedding chapels to estates, 
manors and groves, choices are many. 
Residents and revelers could possi-
bly have one more option soon: a ren-
ovated 100-year-old church off the 
Square in Pilot Point. 
 Aubrey and the surrounding towns 
have a high concentration of wedding/
event venues. It may be because of the 
nearby colleges and universities. Or it 
may be because of the landscape. One 
thing is certain, event business is big 
business.
 The Pilot Point Municipal Develop-
ment District would like to try to get a 
piece of that big business with its lat-
est efforts.
 The MDD voted to approve a fund-
ing package that includes a renovation 
of the Central Christian Church along 
with other projects in the downtown 
area.
 The church built in 1918, was do-
nated to the MDD by several fami-
lies who were the fi nal families of the 
church.

Pilot Point board works on preserving venue

Pilot Point’s Munic-
ipal Development 
District will soon 
start renovating the 
Central Christian 
Church. The build-
ing is proposed to 
become a new event 
venue. It will join the 
expansive list of ven-
ues found in the area.

Tatiana Ambrosio/The 
Post-Signal
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 The MDD has enlisted Eikon Con-
sulting Group and a committee to plan 
and design how the church will be ren-
ovated and how it will look as an event 
venue. 
 “It could be a wedding venue or a 
concert venue,” said Denise Morris, 
executive director of Economic Devel-
opment for Pilot Point. 
 “We’re hoping that we can ful-
fi ll that wish of the committee and 
other members of the community that 
would like to see that as well and make 
it work,” Morris said. 
 She said logistics of how man-
agement of the venue would operate 
are still being discussed. It may be 
managed by an outside management 
agency rather than city personnel. 
 Morris pointed out the acoustics of 

the building lend itself to being a place 
for live music. 
 “They really wanted to try to pre-
serve the acoustics in there as we choose 
all the new fi nishes and to try keep the 
historical nature of the building as best 
as we can,” she said.
 The board is using the venue as part 
of a push to revitalize the area around 

downtown.
 As part of the approved revitaliza-
tion, the MDD will also be building a 
parking lot on Main Street east of City 
Hall. 
 In addition, the Ice House will be rei-
magined into a public restroom for peo-
ple visiting the Square. 
 The Ice House was a literal ice house. 

Residents of Pilot Point were able to 
pick up blocks of ice for their ice boxes 
to keep food preserved. 
 Ideally, the board would also like 
to include a display of some kind that 
shows the history of the building and 
how the operation was run.
 The area around the Ice House is to 
be the new home to the farmers market. 
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COMMUNITY 
INVESTMENTS

Through tools such as the Property 
Enhancement Improvement Grant Program 

(PEIP), Neighborhood Empowerment 
Zones, Chapter 380 Agreements and other 

available incentives, the Pilot Point Municipal 
Development District invested

$100,000
in 21 businesses
between October 2020 - September 2021

The Pilot Point Municipal Development 
District is proud to assist new and 

expanding businesses that create primary 
jobs in the community.
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support
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State and local grant 
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State and local resource 
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$

CONTACT US Denise Morris, Executive Director
Pilot Point Municipal Development District
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Coming back to life

By Basil Gist
Staff Writer
 Peppered around North Texas are 
towns with vibrant squares stuffed 
to the brim with locally owned busi-
nesses and attractions. 
 The town of Pilot Point is well 
on its way to joining their number, 
and they’ve already got 125-year-
old bones to work with. At present, 
each side of the square is in different 
stages of completion with develop-
ment happening in each to allow the 
city and its business owners to fully 
utilize the space for the benefit of the 
community.
 “We’ve seen more movement in 
real estate downtown than in many 
years. What’s happening in our down-
town is super exciting,” said Denise 
Morris, Pilot Point municipal devel-
opment district executive director. 
 The south side is the least active of 
the flanks. A fire in a corner building 
weakened the structural integrity of 
the buildings in the line causing them 
to either collapse or require demoli-
tion, resulting in the entire strip be-
coming vacant land as of 2009. The 
owner of the land, currently an Aus-
tin resident, has fabricated a specific 
stipulation to be met before he will 
consider selling.
 “It’s prime developable prop-
erty, but the guy who owns it isn’t in 
a hurry to make anything happen. He 
keeps saying ‘well when your town 
reaches 30,000 then it’ll be time to do 
something,’” said John Taylor, Pilot 
Point development service director.
 Across the street, the north side is 
a bright mirror of the south. Starting 
with The Purple Door on the left cor-
ner and stretching all the way to Noto-
riously Yours two buildings shy of the 
far right, it is full of lively business. 
 Bobbie Jezek, owner of The Purple 
Door, was among the first to set the 
Square back on its current trajectory. 
 “I came up on the Square and de-
cided I wanted to bring it back to life,” 
Jezek said.
 Her mother ran her salon by the 
same name out of the building, which 
is “the oldest building in Denton 
County ... between 53 and 57,” Jezek 
said.  
 Jezek’s is not the only business 

with a legacy to find a home on the 
north side. Gretchen Pelzel-Counts in-
herited her grandfather’s barber shop 
of nearly 50 years in 2018 and has 
since pivoted it into a salon and bou-
tique. 
 She explained the process of tran-
sitioning the Pelzel Barber Shop’s 
building and the business it held into 
the Pelzel’s Barber Shop and Salon 
and Southern Junkiez Boutique for 
her.
 “[The MDD] were amazing, we re-
ally haven’t had a problem,” Counts 
said. “You’ve got to go by [the historic 
review board’s] color swatches, but 
other than that [the city was] amaz-
ing. It really went smoothly for me.”

 Being one of the more recent own-
ers to come to the Square, Counts has 
a wish list for business models she’d 
like to see fill in the space.
 “We need a good sit down, some-
thing that draws people in. Maybe 
something name brand,” Counts said. 
“I know Babes at one time was going 
to come on the corner.”
 She further said more retail would 
be agreeable. 
 “I would love some more retail 
businesses. I think competition is 
good,” Counts said. “I think some peo-
ple don’t believe that; I definitely do. 
I wouldn’t mind seeing another bou-
tique or something else in the retail 
world to drive business.”

 Counts believes any foot traffic is 
good, no matter who it is for.
 “Maybe they came to shop with 
them, maybe they came to shop with 
me, but they visit everybody else too,” 
Counts said. “Good clean competition 
is friendly and fun and a great way to 
drive traffic to our Square.”
 In terms of competition, Counts 
made sure she would have plenty with 
Jezek’s salon to her left and Notori-
ously Yours to her right. 
 Having opened on Nov. 19, 2010, 
Notoriously Yours was the first retail 
business to join the north side dur-
ing its revitalization. Co-owners Ni-
cole Lane and Tracey Lane have been 
“two sisters-in-law trying to have fun 

Andrew Blikken sings into the microphone while wondering through the crowd at a Pilot Point Coffee House karaoke 
night.

Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal

Pilot Point Square 
sees increased 

excitement, work
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in a small town with a swanky 
boutique” for over a decade 
now, as stated by their web-
site.
 The north side’s newest 
commers are neither bou-
tique nor salon. Each fill a dif-
ferent important niche. The 
first is Justice Creek Art Stu-
dio, which is owned by Shelia 
Dunphy. 
 Just last year Dunphy be-
gan providing easy accessi-
bility to a family and chil-
dren focused artistic space. 
Her regular classes, parties, 
events and walk-in availabil-
ity give the community more 
reasons to come to the Square 
and, by extension, more op-
portunity to be drawn into 
the other businesses and 
make their presence on the 
Square a regular part of their 
routine.  
 The newest business to the 
north side of the Square is 
The Pilot Point Coffee House. 
Owned by Jimerson Atkins, 
it opened just a month after 
Justice Creek Art Studio. 
 “We started the coffee 
house in August of last year 
knowing it was going to be 
slow,” Atkins said. “We took 
that time to figure out what 
we were doing, and then it 
started getting busier and 
busier.”
 Atkins feels similarly to 
Counts regarding getting up 
and running.
 “I had the red tape and 
hurdles to jump through, but 
the city worked with me, they 
made me feel like they wanted 
me here,” Atkins said.
  He also feels similarly 
about his business’ reception 
in the community.
 “A lot of people have ac-
cepted us, we don’t hear 
many complaints of people 
not wanting us here,” Atkins 
said.
 The owner, like Counts, 
has dreams for more full 
buildings.
 “I’d love to see all of these 
buildings have businesses in 
them, because the more busi-
ness on the Square, the more 
we benefit each other,” Atkins 
said. “I think the abandoned 
buildings only hurt the other 
businesses on the Square. It’s 
a shame [the south side] fell 

down and never got built up.”
 He says specifically he’d 
like to see more restaurants.
 Atkins wants to “Give a 
huge shoutout to the city and 
the chamber for putting on 
events and driving people to 
the Square,” he said. “We’ve 
got a lot of people coming 
with full wallets, and I think 
it’s great for everybody.”
 The north side draws a lot 
of attention, but the left cor-
ner of the east, right across 
from City Hall should not be 
ignored.
 For 3 years, Martin’s Gen-
eral Store has been nestled 
onto the corner offering cu-
rios, candy and craft root 
beer. Business owner Allison 
Martin, like Jezek before her, 
has taken the first steps to-
wards revitalizing a piece of 
the Square, and more growth 
is on its way.
 Down all the way at the 
other end of the east side rests 
the Clifton and Nadene Irick 
Museum, which is dedicated 
to sharing the city’s long his-
tory. Until recently, the mu-
seum had closed to cover pio-
neer days field trips while the 
Bloomfield Schoolhouse was 
undergoing repairs. Those 
have since been finished.
 “We decided we wanted 
to open because we were hav-

ing the Bass Master fishing 
tournament. [The city] had 
a big farmer’s market, and 
the chamber had other mix-
ers and things to bring people 
in, so that’s when we opened,” 
said Wendy Turner, who over-
sees the museum.
 Wendy is a librarian for 
the Pilot Point Community 
Library, and while not a cura-
tor, she has plenty of ideas for 
expansion.
 “My goal is to get differ-
ent pieces of history here. Pi-
lot Point has a vast history,” 
Turner said. “I’m hoping we 
can just keep adding exhibits. 
In the past, we’ve had these 
really wonderful pictures, 
but people want to see stuff 
too.” 
 She has contacted other 
departments to that end.
 “Public works apparently 
has some cool stuff,” Turner 
said.
 On the west side sits not a 
business but a source of en-
tertainment. The Pilot Point 
Opera House is home to the 
Garage Door Theater. Seated 
in what has been the city’s Op-
era House since 1894, the Ga-
rage Door Theater offers a 
full season of shows each year 
for the community’s enjoy-
ment.  
 “In the last 12 to 24 

months, we’ve seen some 
pretty extensive movement in 
property,” Morris said “The 
Staffords bought the hotel 
building and the building be-
hind the opera house. They 
have plans for both. We now 
have someone who has leased 
and is in the beginning of get-
ting their new restaurant 
[open] in the building with 
the horse mural. That should 
be open in the next couple of 
months.
 “The space next to the op-
era house that looks like a 
parking lot is sold to a win-
ery; they will be building a 
new building in that location. 
Konrad Shields, who owns 
both the Farmer’s and Mer-
chant’s Bank and the build-
ing on the corner that I call 
big red, he’s invested money 
to make sure the Farmer’s 
and Merchant’s Bank will re-
main for many years to come, 
and he continues to work on a 
plan.
 “We probably had 10-15 
meetings on big red with in-
terested parties. He’s very ac-
tively trying to get that prop-
erty sold, and we’re trying to 
be all hands-on deck to make 
sure we answer everyone’s 
questions,” Morris said.
 The current activity on the 
Square is either not drastic 

or in its early stages, but it is 
nonetheless occurring.
 “As community members 
we just all want to see some-
thing open, but the process 
can take a while,” Morris 
said.
 The city is further seeking 
to ensure more business is en-
couraged to move in.
  “The MDD is reviewing 
their incentive policy; any 
changes would have to be ap-
proved by council, but they 
want to make sure that the 
incentive policy is meeting 
the needs of the community,” 
Morris said. “The council has 
done some really great things 
to help make [the Square] as 
business friendly as possible 
for existing businesses and 
for attracting them in the fu-
ture.”
 Pilot Point Main Street 
Director Wendy Haun has 
leaned into the power of reg-
ular events to help ensure the 
Square is on the community’s 
minds.
   “I’m just hoping to bring 
additional recognition to the 
downtown businesses and 
bring extra foot traffic down 
here,” Haun said.
 Additionally, the city has 
taken steps to bring movies 
back to Pilot Point.
 “We got our film friendly 
certification through the 
Texas Film Commission,” 
Haun said. “With that certifi-
cation, now the State of Texas 
can recommend film crews to 
us.”
 This move is an economic 
play as much as it is for town 
publicity. Film crews eat, 
sleep and shop just like any-
one else.
 “That’s just money that 
goes right back into our econ-
omy,” Haun said.
 The city feels the Square is 
moving in the right direction.
 “Last year was a banner 
year as far as getting things 
going on the Square. There 
were 10 properties for lease or 
for sale, and by the end of the 
year, six had tenants in them. 
We just have to keep doing 
what we’re doing and sup-
porting the business commu-
nity,” Haun said.

Established, new businesses work to make Square place to be

Cindy and Michael Blazer dance as Mike and the Moonpies play to close out the 2021 Bonnie 
and Clyde Days celebrations.

Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal
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Getting wild in Pilot Point

Visitors at Sharkarosa Wildlife Ranch can find themselves inches from some magnificent animals at the 126-acre facility situated just south of Pilot Point.
Joe Fragano/The Post-Signal

By Joe Fragano
Staff Writer
 Tucked away off one of the back roads of Pilot 
Point is Sharkarosa Wildlife Ranch, a 126-acre 
nonprofit organization where people can come face 
to face with dozens of species of animals in a more 
intimate setting than a larger public zoo.
 Some of the animals found at Sharkarosa can 
be found across Texas. Toward the front of the 
sprawling facility, visitors will find paddocks of 
camels, llamas, a donkey and sheep. A journey far-
ther into the ranch reveals some more exotic ani-
mals including several species of lemurs, monkeys, 
kangaroos and some tropical birds.
 Among the most popular attractions at 
Sharkarosa are a pair of American black bears 
that can be seen sunbathing in their enclosure. 
Across from the bears are two lions that also 
draw a crowd, but the main event at Sharkarosa 
is Minou, a beautiful white tiger that has called 

Sharkarosa home since early 2021.
 Minou spent the early years of his life in cir-
cuses before coming to Sharkarosa, where park 
manager Brandon Wornick said the tiger will 
spend the rest of his days being cared for by the 
ranch staff.
 “Everybody loves the big boy,” Wornick said. 
“He spent the first six years of his life in the circus 
industry. … We were happy to give [Minou] a place 
where he would have a decent-sized yard to go play 
in.”
 What stands out about the Sharkarosa experi-
ence is how close you can get to the animals. Mi-
nou struts around his paddock and comes right up 
to the edge of his cage, close enough for visitors to 
see the whites of his eyes from behind the railing 
in front of the exhibit.
 Those that have visited the Fort Worth Zoo 
in recent years will know that a white tiger re-
sides there as well, but Sharkarosa’s facilities of-

fer an entirely different experience. Visitors at 
Sharkarosa are able to get as close as possible to 
the animals while still observing from a safe, non-
invasive distance.
 It is that intimacy that Wornick said sets 
Sharkarosa apart from a public zoo.
 “You get to interact with more of the animals,” 
Wornick said. “Not everything is 20, 30 feet away 
from you where you can’t actually see it.”
 The ethical treatment of animals is some-
thing that anyone visiting any zoo would be con-
cerned with. Small, rural, private institutions 
like Sharkarosa can find themselves under a mi-
croscope because people do not perceive them to be 
world-class facilities equipped to care for exotic an-
imals like a major zoo can.
 Wornick said that the same openness and inti-
macy that makes Sharkarosa a special place to en-
counter exotic animals holds the staff accountable 
for doing the right thing when it comes to caring 
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for the animals that call the ranch 
home.
 “That’s why we put everything out 
in front for everybody to see,” Wor-
nick said. “We have nothing behind 
the scenes. Every animal we have 
is on display for people to see, so we 
don’t have the chance to let our ani-
mals get in poor condition. … We’ve 
got to maintain top care all the time 
because we don’t have an area where 
we can push an animal to the back 
and go ‘Oh, it’s sick.’ We’re up front 
with everything.”
 Sharkarosa offers more than just 
a chance to lay eyes on the animals 
housed there. Private animal en-
counters are available for visitors to 
personally connect with some of the 
smaller creatures at Sharkarosa, in-
cluding the lemurs, kangaroos and 
reptiles.
 The ranch is also a popular field 
trip destination for local schools and 
Wornick said that a lot of their vis-
itors are school families who de-
cided they wanted to see more of 

Sharkarosa after witnessing how 
much fun their kids had on the visit.
 “A lot of kids will go on a field 
trip, and they’ll go home and tell 
their parents about it, show them 
pictures and all that,” Wornick said. 
“Word of mouth is a big deal.  Social 
media is pretty big for us, but the 
field trip program helps bring us a 
lot of business.”
 Animal rescue is not the pri-
mary function of Sharkarosa, but it 
is a part of what they do. Some of the 
animals housed by Sharkarosa will 
spend their whole lives at the ranch, 
but Wornick said that ultimately the 
staff will always do what is best for 
the animal, even if that means send-
ing them somewhere else.
 “Really it depends on the animal,” 
Wornick said. “Some of them are here 
personally; some of them are here as 
rescues. … Unless we feel like we’re 
not in the position to give them the 
best care, we’re going to let them live 
out their life here.” WWW.NEUPLUMBING.COMPilot Point Texas WWW.NEUPLUMBING.COMPilot Point Texas WWW.NEUPLUMBING.COMPilot Point Texas WWW.NEUPLUMBING.COMPilot Point Texas

Now Hiring Field Positions. Join Our Team!
Competitive wage and benefi t package

Contact us for more information

Apply at 1117 Foundation Drive
Pilot Point, TX 76258

or online at neuplumbing.com/join_our_team

Park helps families see, 
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By Basil Gist
Staff Writer
 Main street culture is alive, well 
and growing in Aubrey.
 The Municipal Development Dis-
trict is working hand in hand with lo-
cal business owners, both current and 
prospective, to ensure their Main-
street is prepped and ready for the 
coming growth they expect to see and 
hope to facilitate. 
 “The fact that they’re trying to 
keep these buildings up to date and 
fresh and bright and understand that 
there are things that are going on, 
that helps drive business, that helps 
drive people coming down here, that 

helps drive people as a whole,” MDD 
Vice President Viki Dunn said.
 Business owners like Catie Crump, 
of Nancy Cates Bakeshop, have found 
the cities’ willingness and excite-
ment to offer aid where they can be a 
blessing while finding their footing 
whether their business is burgeoning 
like Crumps or an Aubrey mainstay 
like World Famous MOMS or Upper 
Park.

Crump especially asked for some 
trust from the city when she asked to 
paint her building, though she had a 
guide in Marisa Stover, the owner of 
Casey & Co. Boutique.

“I just knew I wanted a dark black 

building, and I knew Marisa wanted 
a white building,” Crump said. “I’m 
this city girl who’s trying to fit in the 
country is how I felt. Finally, with 
Marisa’s help we got the city excited.” 

Crump led with her pure inten-
tions.

“We don’t want to change any-
thing that people in this city who have 
lived here for years have worked hard 
to create, we just want to give a lit-
tle spunk to it,” Crump said. “Once we 
renovated the building and [the city] 
saw it themselves, they got so excited 
about it.”

The community also showed sup-
port for this fresh business.

“We would be up there painting the 
brick and people would be driving by 
honking their horns,” she said.

When the business had its grand 
opening, the community gathered.

“We had a crazy outcropping of 
people showing up,” Crump said. “Au-
brey’s response to this has been more 
than I anticipated.”

Dunn, happy with her community’s 
participation in downtown business, 
would be happy to see even more.

“Oh, I absolutely would like to see 
more of it. Even if we had 100% par-
ticipation in the businesses down 
here, we could always use just a little 
more.”

Aubrey Main Street combines new, old

Lt. Stacie Nierste smiles and waves as she rolls past Nancy Cates and Upper Park Cafe, two downtown Aubrey businesses, while participating in Aubrey’s 2021 
Peanut Festival parade.                  Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal
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Dunn, and her committee’s presi-
dent Jesse Auer, said the city has won-
derful tools in place to assist busi-
nesses.

“I think one of the things the city 
does well is to always listen to the 
things the business owner needs and 
wants,” Dunn said. “They may not al-
ways be able to waive the fees and the 
rules, but they certainly do listen.”

Auer spoke about a couple of grants 
offered to the benefit of Aubrey’s busi-
nesses.

“The target improvement program 
is done after the completion of a project, 
and the maximum pay a business owner 
or lessee could get is $20,000, 10 out-
side, 10 inside,” Auer said. “That can be 
an important tool, its available not just 
downtown, but also along the 377 corri-
dor. It’s a first-come first-served grant, 
and the fiscal year just started so there 
are funds available.”
 COVID grants were issued at the be-
ginning of lockdown to keep businesses 
afloat while the world righted itself. A 
quarter of a million dollars were issued, 
with as much as $10,000 being offered 
to any single business.
 “Five thousand dollars may not 
sound like a lot, but when you’re trying 
to pay your mortgage and don’t know 
when you’re going to be open again, 
that’s huge,” said Dunn.
 Auer agreed.
 “It was just a way to help them sur-
vive getting through the initial lock-
down. Nobody knew what was really 
happening, what life would look like, 
and there were businesses that com-
pletely shut down by government or-
der,” Auer said.
 It’s not just businesses that make 
up Aubrey’s Main Street, however. Di-
rectly across from the historic strip sits 
a small park complete with permanent 
stage, as well as a cozy building nuzzled 
in beside the Chamber of Commerce 
structure.
 The first is Veteran’s Memorial 
Park, which is home to the annual pea-
nut festival, as well as regular out-
door concerts. It also serves as a picnic 
venue. 

Dunn said those events are another 
example of people in the community 
“trying to help” local businesses. This 
was perfect, Dunn and Auer said, be-
cause of the way the MDD is seeking to 
facilitate the cities’ growth.

“We’re more interested in bring-
ing in the business than the rooftops,” 
Dunn said.

The MDD president agreed.
“We’re patronizing these businesses 

right here as we’re welcoming new busi-

nesses,” Auer said. “Wherever we can 
get a little bit more of the right stuff 
that fits here, that would be beautiful.” 

The Historical Society of Aubrey op-
erates the Aubrey Area Museum, that 
cozy little building, in a labor of love 
to preserve the history of the area for 
those old and new to the community. It’s 
now in its fourth year of operation.
 The museum may be unassuming on 
Main Street in downtown Aubrey, how-
ever, it’s history links area residents to 
some significant historical events and 
voices of the last century.   
 Many interesting stories and facts 
are shared at the museum.
 Louise Tobin was born in Aubrey be-
fore she moved to Denton and was dis-
covered in a singing competition in Dal-
las. She became a well-known voice in 
the big band swing jazz era. 
 It would be a voice of a singing 
waiter that would cause her to push 
her husband to meet and sign one of the 
most well-known crooners of American 
music.
 The Orphan Train that ran from 
1854 to 1929 came through Aubrey 

leaving behind a child that would be 
raised by an adoptive family. That 
child would raise a family that still has 
strong ties to the city of Aubrey to this 
day. 
 A most exquisite quilt was found 
in blocks under the floorboards of one 
of Aubrey’s older homes, the Bishop 
House, during a renovation. Intricate 
pieces were handsewn by a mystery per-
son in blocks featuring animals, plants 
and scenes using the smallest scraps of 
fabric. The quilt has been dated to 1883. 
 “It is an amazing thing, it’s an art 
piece,” said Jackie Fuller, president of 
the Aubrey Historical Society. 
 The Museum building is owned by 
the MDD. The AHS was responsible for 
renovating it and paying for its oper-
ation including rent to the MDD for its 
use and utility costs.
 The museum is free and open from 
10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. on Saturdays. 
However, special appointments can be 
made for tours during the week. 
 “If a family has people come through 
in the middle of the week and can’t be 
here on Saturday, please call,” Fuller 

said, then followed with, “I will come 
down here and meet with them and give 
them a private tour.”
 An idea for a new exhibit is featuring 
an area family and their history in Au-
brey. Fuller and Goin said they would 
love for someone to volunteer to have 
their family exhibited.
 “I really think that the more you 
know about where you live, you get a 
feeling of belonging to the community,” 
said Fuller.
  The Museum is not the only way the 
MDD is finding use for public property 
withing its purview. They also used 
some undeveloped land owned by the 
city right next to the Chamber of Com-
merce building to expand Mainstreet’s 
parking availability.
 “The city owned that property. 
We need to deliver for our businesses, 
here’s how we can do so,” said Auer.
 Space for cars is not the only concern 
in that regard, however. 
 “There’s some geographical chal-
lenges with the tightness and the avail-
ability of space for growth to be cen-
tral,” Auer said. 
 Dunn expanded.
 “You have to basically just move 
with what you have. We’re not going to 
build a square out of this. We could, but 
it would be really stupid. Economically 
stupid to do a square because you would 
have to raze some buildings,” Dunn 
said. 
 She further stated the difference 
could be an asset rather than a hin-
drance when it comes to events like con-
certs.
 “It’s a little bit harder when you have 
that square to pack that many people in 
there versus, we have a park, so that’s a 
huge help,” Dunn said.
 Auer chooses to see the uniqueness 
itself as an asset.
 “You play to what you have,” Auer 
said. “People drive to a small town, and 
they expect to see a square, but we don’t 
have that. Let that difference be the 
strength.”
 Aubrey’s MDD, its local business 
owners, and its community at large are 
working towards a city that can accept 
and thrive on its own growth.
  “Aubrey is open for business,” Auer 
said. “We want to position our city both 
now and for the decades to come for the 
city that we all want to live in, and that 
our future neighbors want to live in.”
 Dunn summed up the city’s position.
 “We don’t care where you’re going, 
we just care that you’re coming down-
town,” Dunn said. 
 Staff Writer Tatiana Ambrosio con-
tributed to this article.

Aubrey puts focus on downtown vitality

The Aubrey Area Museum displays many area treasures from families that 
have lived in the area. Visitors of the museum can view everything from old 
photos and garments to dinosaur fossils found in the area.

Tatiana Ambrosio/The Post-Signal
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WE’RE AT 
YOUR SERVICE.
Banking expertise, value and convenience 
for every customer, every time.

• Deep Financial Capabilities:  
   Business and Personal Checking 
   and Savings, Commercial Lending,     
   SBA Preferred Lending, Treasury   
   Management, Mortgage and more. 
• Exceptional Customer    

Experiences: Hometown    
service with “big-bank”    
expertise.

• Digital Conveniences:    
Full-featured online     
banking and mobile     
banking apps.

Call a relationship banker today at 940.686.5023

700 S. Hwy. 377  |  Pilot Point, TX  
Visit ifinancial.com for locations in Texas and Colorado.
NMLS# 411428  |  |

Krugerville 
invests in park, 

future
By Tatiana Ambrosio
Staff Writer
 A casual conversation in May of 2016 
has led to a central gathering place for 
the city of Krugerville and residents of 
the surrounding areas.
 Woodland Park is now one of two 
Krugerville Parks. 
 It sits on the east side of U.S. 377 
across from Kruger Road and Ranch 
Road. 
 The 26-acre park consists of an ap-
proximately 13-acre lake with an aver-
age depth of 6 to 8 feet. It also contains 
acres of open green space.
 The city of Krugerville has worked 
with biologists to stock the pond with 
Bluegill, Tilapia, Redear, Bass and 
Golden Shiner, adding thousands at a 
time. After multiple surveys, Mayor Jeff 
Parrent said the quality of the wildlife 
has exceeded expectations.
  Fishing is encouraged. The city re-
cently hosted its fi rst fi shing tourna-
ment. 
 Improvements to the park have been 
consistently made to the park over the 
past 4 years. 
 Starting with a walking trail and 
parking lot, the park has expanded to 
have a pavilion, fl oating dock and per-
manent food trucks.
 While swimming and wading are not 
allowed, people can bring kayaks to en-
joy the pond.
 Future improvements may include 

sports courts.
 The p.ark was incorporated as a park 
in 2020. It has been zoned as a park area 
and cannot be rezoned to anything else 
without approval from the voters.
 “The current council would never do 
that, and I hope that future ones would 
not. Green lands are really important,” 
said President of the Community Devel-
opment Corporation and City Council 
Member John Nipe.
 The Community Development Cor-
poration is responsible for adding to the 
quality of life for the residents. 
 “Its mission is to develop things in 
the community that make life more ame-
nable … to make the city more [people] 
friendly and I guess, a more useful place 
to live,” Nipe said.
 The CDC is responsible for the parks 
and city interests like sponsoring the li-
brary and the cleanliness of the streets.
 The town parks are not funded by ad 
valorem tax dollars. 
 The CDC and the Economic Develop-
ment share 1% of sales that is generated 
in the town.
 “It’s amazing what you can do with 
half a cent of sales tax,” Nipe said. 
 The CDC also receives funding from 
developers that choose not to put a park 
in their development. 
 Nipe explained that park rentals and 
usage are not restricted to just Kruger-
ville residents. Anyone in the area can 
rent the facilities.

5285 S. Hwy. 377 | Aubrey
940-230-0013
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Proudly serving your community

Delivering your 
Electricity

Safely, Reliably.

The Woodland Park in Krugerville has gone from a sandpit and overgrowth to a 13-acre stocked pond with a dock, pavilion, food trucks and green space to be en-
joyed by area residents.

Basil Gist/The Post-Signal
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 Woodland Park was previously a 
sand pit that had been in operation in the 
early 2000s. However, it sits upon a nat-
ural spring. 
 “When they got down to the spring, 
that was it. They were fi nished because 
the spring started fi lling in where they 
had excavated,” Nipe said.
 A chat between Mayor Jeff Parrent 
and Mayor Pro Tem Kristen Kromer in 
May 2016 spurred the project. Kromer 
mentioned how nice it would be if the 
area was turned into a city park.
 Parrent said that he then reached out 
to the owner to ask if he would consider 
selling the property to the city of Kru-
gerville. He gave the previous owner his 
vision for the park and the wheels began 
to turn.
 The property was purchased for 
$650,000 by the CDC in March 2017. 
 Work on the park started with tree 
clearing and expanding the pond.

 “It was overgrown; the water was 
maybe 6 acres of water,” said Parrent. “It 
had never been maintained.”
 Along with clearing vegetation, they 
also had to clear out a large population of 
copperhead snakes.
 “It was nothing but a bunch of bram-
bles and rotten old trees and snakes and 
you name it, it was in terrible shape,” 
Nipe said.
 Woodland Park is now a central gath-
ering place for the town. 
 It now is a place that hosts memorials 
at the pavilion, Krugerville’s fi rst fi sh-
ing tournament, farmers markets and 
area sports teams practices. 
 “It’s open to anybody in the area that 
requests to use it,” said Nipe, speaking 
of park usage.
 The farmers market meets on the sec-
ond and fourth Sunday every month. 
 “One of our citizens came to one of 
our meetings and mentioned that she’d 

like to see if we could use that park for 
a farmers market,” said Nipe. “Within 
two months, we had one up and run-
ning.”
 Vendors have an imposed fee sched-
ule that they pay to the city in order to do 
business at the park.
 Other citizen requests have been the 
fountain, the fi shing pier and the dog 
waste stations.
 Parrent said they have enjoyed see-
ing people utilize the park from the daily 
walkers to the local sports team prac-
tices.
 “We always enjoy that,” he said.
 The permanent food trucks have also 
been enjoyed by residents.
 The city hosted its fi rst Park Fest 
in June of 2019. There was live music, 
bounce houses, vendors and food trucks. 
 “We couldn’t do it in 2020 for obvious 
reasons but this year we did it again,” 
Nipe said. 

 The CDC is currently working on 
hosting a Christmas market on Dec. 11. 
The idea was inspired by a cruise Nipe 
took in Europe on the Danube River. 
 “Every little town we stopped in, had 
these [Christmas markets] and it was re-
ally festive,” Nipe said.
 Parrent said he would like to see the 
park host town events several times a 
year. 
 “Everything that you can basically 
see [at the park], was a vision of Kristen 
and mine together and we just shared it 
and the council bought into it,” said Par-
rent. “That vision, 5 years ago, has com-
pletely come to fruition.”
 The city’s other park is Fairview 
Park. It is located at the corner of 
Fairmeadows and Sherry Lane. It con-
tains a playground and swings. 
 “It’s more of a kid-centric park,” Nipe 
said.

Krugerville looks to make park hub of activity

Putting the community 
in Community Journalism.

It’s about you.
It’s what we do. 
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C� e spend time with usC� e spend time with us
Unmatched natural scenery in every season

makes for a truly unique atmosphere.

Lakeside Lodging • Boat Service/Repair
Boat, Jet Ski & Kayak Rentals

Weddings • Showers • Special Events
Multiple venue options for private 

or corporate events
Horse & Hiking Trails

Located in Ray Roberts State Park/Jordan Unit
2 miles west of Pilot Point • 2220 FM 1192

Resort: 940-686-0261          Toll free: 866-526-8262
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The bustling stretch of highway 380 that cuts through the heart of Cross Roads adds new businesses and shops all the time. Minutes from the inviting rural coun-
try side is a commercial center that offers something for nearly everyone.

Joe Fragano/The Post-Signal

Commercial growth continues in Cross Roads

By Joe Fragano
Staff Writer
 Anyone traveling the U.S. 380 corridor through 
Cross Roads over the last few years knows just how 
much commercial growth the area has seen, and now 
residents and business owners are preparing to wel-
come even more new neighbors.
 The biggest commercial retailer in the country, 
Walmart, opened the Cross Roads location back in 
2013. Since then, some of the commercial businesses 
that have moved to the area include Chick-fil-A, Star-
bucks and a number of other well-known franchises 
common in any urban center.
 Cross Roads will not be done growing any time soon 
either. Currently in the works is a plan to bring a Lowes 

to Cross Roads. The hardware retailer is projected 
to open a new location right next door to the Walmart 
soon, but there are other businesses opening all the 
time. Atwoods opened earlier this year, too, which is a 
large sales tax generator. 
 Fried chicken restaurant Raising Cane’s opened 
its doors on Tuesday to become the latest fast-food 
franchise to stake their claim on a plot of land in the 
380-corridor. Some other franchises with building per-
mits submitted to the town of Cross Roads are Bank of 
America, Firehouse Subs and Sports Clips.
 The little town at the intersection of U.S. 380 and 
377 is not all commercial though. Alisa Otto, Little 
Elm resident and owner of Ottomatic Threads in Cross 
Roads, has been operating in town over the last year. 

Ottomatic Threads is an apparel store that offers cloth-
ing and accessories made right in the store as well as 
sewing classes and other workshops for both kids and 
adults.
 What sets Otto’s shop apart from any other clothing 
store is that customers who shop at Ottomatic Threads 
know exactly what they’re getting and where they are 
getting it from.
 “We are a micro factory retail space and pretty 
much all the clothing that’s on the floor we make in-
house,” Otto said. “People can come in and they can ex-
perience things being made. I feel like there’s a big dis-
connect between people and how clothes are made now.”
 Otto has been living in Little Elm and working in 
Cross Roads for the last year, and what drew her to the 
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area is the same thing that pulls 
a lot of other people in. Cross 
Roads and the surrounding ar-
eas are right in the sweet spot 
between rural and commercial 
where people can get away from 
the big cities while staying close 
enough to all the businesses 
they like to frequent.
 Otto said she thinks the key 
to having that dynamic in Cross 
Roads is recognizing and sup-
porting small businesses so the 
town does not become overrun 
by big retailers.
 “There’s more traffic, but I 
also feel like small businesses 
do suffer in some ways,” Otto 
said. “We don’t have the same 
prices as Walmart. That’s just 
fact. … I feel like the town of 
Cross Roads has been pretty 
good about supporting small 
businesses.”
 A Cross Roads resident who 
is as tuned in to the small busi-
ness contingent in town as any-
body is Cross Roads Parks and 
Recreation board member Ron 
Zohfeld. Zohfeld helps orga-

The Chandler family has been designing and 
manufacturing custom cabinetry for more than 
40 years, and our growth and success is not 
marked by an assembly line. Chandler Cabinets 
sets the standard and continues to lead the 
DFW Metroplex with the highest quality of 
custom cabinetry. Family owned and operated 
since 1976, we personally guarantee the 
superiority of our cabinetry. 

1110 JC Lane, Pilot Point, TX 76258 • (940) 686-5770 • info@chandlercabinets.net
chandlercabinets.net

Town attracts chains, independent businesses

Colin 
Brown, left, 
plays 
around in 
front of Ja-
net Con-
rad, Colette 
Olivieri 
and Ron-
nie Conrad, 
as a group 
visits the 
neighbor-
ing booth 
at the Oc-
tober Cross 
Roads Holi-
day Pop-Up 
Market.

Joe Fragano/
The Post-Sig-

nal
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nize community markets throughout the 
year where vendors, artisans and other 
small business owners can get their 
name out in the community.
 Commercial growth is a reality in 
2021, but it is also something of a neces-
sity in a town like Cross Roads that relies 
so heavily on commercial taxes at retail 
stores to drive the town’s revenue. That’s 
because the town does not levy property 
taxes on either residential or commer-
cial property. As the town continues to 
welcome more and bigger retail vendors, 
small business owners like Otto and mu-
nicipal leaders like Zohfeld are doing 
their part to make sure that the small-
town charm that attracts so many people 
to the area is still part of the Cross Roads 
experience.

 Zohfeld has been part of the town’s 
community markets as both a vender 
and an organizer and said he thinks all 
the traffi c coming to Cross Roads will 
only make people more eager to get a 
taste of the small-town life at the mar-
ketplaces set up by the Cross Roads 
Parks and Recreation Board.
 “It’s not so much a competition,” Zo-
hfeld said. “I’ve talked with a number 
of our vendors, and they do more events 
other than what we do here in Cross 
Roads. As far as the expansion and all 
the new people that are moving in, we 
feel that it’s going to be good for us to 
stay as an artisans and farmers market. 
… The townspeople want to see Cross 
Roads stay a little more rural, have that 
country feel.”

Ace is the place to gear up 
for  Home Improvement!

Tools | Hardware | Building Materials | ElectricalTools | Hardware | Building Materials | Electrical
Plumbing Supplies | BBQ/Grilling | Paint & Supplies | FastenersPlumbing Supplies | BBQ/Grilling | Paint & Supplies | Fasteners

Carhartt | Stihl | Benjamin Moore | Craftsman

316 S. Hwy 377 Pilot Point TX 76258 M-F 7-7 Sat. 8-5 940-686-5311

Carhartt | Stihl | Benjamin Moore | CraftsmanCarhartt | Stihl | Benjamin Moore | Craftsman

got signs?
940-686-2054

SERVINGSERVING
FORFOR

37 YEARS
37 YEARS

“The townspeople want to see Cross Roads stay 
a little more rural, have that country feel.”

Ron Zohfeld Cross Roads resident

Thank you
for your
continued
support
and trust.

We Proudly Serve The Citizens of Precinct 5!

Town uses market 
to help local makers 

connect with area buyers
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DAVIDDAVID
AUTO PARTSAUTO PARTS

221 S. Jefferson • Pilot Point • 686-0775
Russell David, Owner/Manager

20+ years of serving 
your auto parts needs

Locally owned
& operated

Parts for all makes of vehicles
• Lubricants for tuneups (oil, fi lters, plugs)
• Oxygen & acetylene • Welding supplies
• New brand of car detailing

203 S Jefferson St.
Pilot Point, TX 76258

940-286-0533
carriagehill12@gmail.com

By Basil Gist
Staff Writer
 A ribbon cutting at a fancy location 
complete with hors d’oeuvres and a big 
pair of scissors are far from necessary 
to get a business up and running.

 The in-home business owners of 
Providence Village are proving that 
fact one bath bomb, personalized T-
shirt and handmade soap bar at a 
time. 

“We have not advertised a day in 
our business, co-owner of Printed 
Grace Hollan Morreno said. “Every-
thing is word of mouth for us.”

Morreno designs original logos 
for t-shirts for her husband to screen 
print on his days off from the fi re sta-
tion.

“We were just kind of looking for 
something that he can do on his days 
off, and this kind of just fell into our 
laps,” she said. “Our old neighbor is 
a graphic designer, and he needed a 
screen printer, so we were like, sure 
we’ll give it a whirl.” 

The couple have been working un-
der the Printed Grace name for fi ve 
years. Though they had been printing 
staff shirts for their local fi re station 
prior, what really turned their hobby 
into a business was introducing their 
product to preschool teachers.

“I was trying to fi gure out what to 
get for all the preschool teachers, and 
there were nine of them,” Morreno 
said. “So, my husband was like, why 
don’t you just create something; I’ll 
print it for you.”

Whatever she made got the other 
teachers excited.

“By the end of the day, I had 25 or-
ders for that same shirt.” 

Despite their steady growth since 
the pre-school fi asco, the Morreno 
have no interest in seeking active 
growth.

“I stay home with my three kids, so 
I just don’t have the full-time capacity 

to pursue,” Morreno said. “In the fu-
ture, when they’re all well into school, 
we might pursue something like that, 
but right now we’re just enjoying the 
hobby of it.”

Another vendor, Sheena LeMay-
Nelssen, is keener. She operates not 
one, but three businesses out of her 

home, and they are not just supple-
mental income for her. 

“I have Virgo Immen Photography; 
I do portraits, events, weddings, a lit-
tle bit of everything, … Stitching Star 
Designs; and do personalized gifts 
with vinyl, heat transfer and fabric, 
… then I also have Virgo Star Beauty; 

bath bombs, lotion bars and sugar 
scrubs,” LeMay-Nelssen said.

The third of those endeavors is si-
multaneously the most recent and the 
fastest growing.

“I started that in March of 2020,” 
LeMay-Nelssen said. “Since then, at 
Christmas time last year, I did over 

Melanie Stewart speaks to possible customers at the fi rst Providence Village Community Market on July 24. Stewart re-
fi nishes and sells furniture out of her home.

Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal

At-home businesses thrive in Providence Village
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500 bath bombs, 250 for 2 different 
orders, and then I had another 150 for 
another order.”

Of those, many were ordered as an 
anonymous donation.

“I had an anonymous donor who 
wanted to donate to health care work-
ers,” LeMay-Nelssen said. “I was able 
to send that to two different hospi-
tals. It’s the thought that counts, and 
then there’s the idea of self-care; you 
need to make sure you take care of 
yourself while you’re taking care of 
others.”

LeMay-Nelssen says she is very in-
volved in the community of Provi-
dence Village and surrounding areas 
on top of running her businesses.

“I’m a girl scout leader, [and] I’m 
on the Parent Teacher’s Organization 
at Monaco, so I get to know people in 
the community,” she said.

Not only is she a part of some lo-
cal organizations, LeMay-Nelssen has 
also donated her product to them.

“I’ve done freebies for the PTO 
and donated things to teachers, I’ve 
worked with different organizations 
in the community,” she said.

Along with her fi nancial pursuits, 

LeMay-Nelssen also runs a nonprofi t 
called The North Texas Broad Collec-
tive.

“We’re an all-female nonprofi t,” 
she said. “I’ve been able to promote 
shopping locally and collaborate with 
other small businesses to use each 
other’s contacts. [It] has been really 
important to teach other women busi-
ness on top of how you do it as a mom.”

Though a static location complete 
with a big sign may not be necessary, 
as shown by Morreno and LeMay-Nels-
sen, a location still serves a purpose. 
James Stewart is well aware of that.

“We own a soap company that we 
run out of our house, and we’d been 
trying to move into some of these 
markets, and either there was already 
a soap vender, or there were specifi c 
restrictions of things that you had to 
do to get into them, and it just seemed 
like it was really hard,” Stewart said. 
“Or we would get into them and our 
friends that run MLMs couldn’t get 
into the market.”

Eventually Stewart and his wife 
chose to take their business, Athena 
Body close to circumvent the problem.

“We thought, let’s make a mar-

ket that is open to everybody,” Stew-
art said. “I reached out to the Home-
owner’s Association, and they got me 
a meeting. I presented the idea to the 
board, and they jumped on it. We rent 
the property from them, and then we 
have our vendors sign up and pay a 
fee. Any money we make off of [the 
market], we push back into it.”

The surplus has been put to use in 
the upcoming market.

“For the Nov. 20 market, we paid 
a deposit for Santa so we can do free 
pictures for that whole market to help 
drive in more customers,” Stewart 
said. “Also, it’s just tough times right 
now, so if we can give a couple of fam-
ilies that can’t afford to go to the mall 
and get a picture with Santa a free pic-
ture, then why not.”

Like _, the business itself is more a 
lucrative hobby than his family’s live-
lihood. 

“We don’t want it to seem like 
we’re doing the market to make 
Athena more profi table,” Stewart 
said. “We want it to stick to its bread 
and butter of supporting local ven-
dors. We’re actually moving the web-
site off of Athena’s and onto its own 

website … so it’s less about Athena and 
more about the market.

The market has been steadily 
growing since its conception, so much 
so that Stewart says he has moved its 
location once already and hopes to 
have to do so again.

“We defi nitely have interest in 
growing it. We want to perfect this,” 
Stewart said.

Part of their perfected model in-
cludes more food vendors to accom-
pany the retail ones.

“Providence Village HOA was ac-
tually very helpful in giving us a list 
of all the food trucks [in the area],” 
Stewart said. “We’re reaching out to 
them … My goal honestly is breakfast 
tacos.”

These vendors are just a few among 
the scores in Providence Village and 
surrounding areas making a product, 
and in some cases, a living out of their 
homes.

“That’s the sole focus–what can we 
do to help small business owners, as 
well as local families in the neighbor-
hood,” Stewart said.

Entrepreneurs fi nd support, success in town
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  In business for 22 years
Specializing in North Texas

By Joe Fragano
Staff Writer
 Tioga’s Gene Autry Bou-
levard and surrounding 
downtown area is a place 
where people are find-
ing a link to the past and a 
glimpse of the future in a 
charming small-town pack-
age.
 The town’s main street 
is named after Tioga native 
and legendary country mu-
sic singer Gene Autry. Au-
try has been inducted into 
the Country Music Hall of 
Fame as “America’s Favor-
ite Singing Cowboy” and a 
museum in his honor is just 
one of the attractions of-
fered by downtown Tioga.
 In recent years, the 
downtown area has grown 
into a kind of central busi-
ness district in Tioga. Gene 
Autry Boulevard offers 
something for everybody, 
but particularly prevalent 
in downtown Tioga are bou-
tiques and other little shops 

Gene Autry Boulevard, named for Tioga native and country music legend Gene Autry, is a hub of commerce and 
activity for the city where people can find shopping, dining and other entertainment.

Joe Fragano/The Post-Signal

Tioga offers distinctive downtown experiences
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500 S. Hwy. 377, Pilot Point
940-686-4445

For many people, the dream For many people, the dream 
of home ownership is truly of home ownership is truly 

� e American Dream.� e American Dream.
At Chapin Title Company, At Chapin Title Company, 

we’re committed we’re committed 
to protecting that dream.to protecting that dream.

Live Fully For God
Helping People 

9540 HWY 377 South      Pilot Point, TX 76258

(940) 365 9312       midwaychurch.org
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owned and operated by Tioga resi-
dents. 
 One of those boutiques is Sun-
shine and Grace Gifts, owned and 
operated by Tioga resident Heather 
Nesmith since 2017. Some of the 
Sunshine and Grace selection in-
cludes clothing and accessories, 
home décor, kitchen wares and any-
thing else that someone might like 
to receive as a gift.
 Some of the oldest buildings in 
the city stand on the square, and 
even though some of them have been 
repurposed for businesses like Ne-
smith’s, they still have the same 
nostalgic vibes and small-town at-
mospheres that draw people in.
 “People like downtown areas in 
small towns because you lose that 
in big towns,” Nesmith said. “You 
don’t have it.”
 At a time when just about any-
thing you can think of is a click of a 
button away from delivery by a bil-
lion-dollar corporation, Nesmith 
said she wanted her shop to be a 
place where people can come to find 
a gift with a more personal touch.

 “I wanted a place where … it 
was inviting … and you could get 
some of the little things that you 
can’t get at your big box stores like 
Walmart,” Nesmith said. “My goal 
is to be a one-stop [shop], to offer 
gift wrapping and shipping when 
I can get to that point. I’m just not 
quite there yet, but I’ll get there.”
 Since the historic nature of 
Tioga and particularly its down-
town area is so important to res-
idents of the city, the inevitable 
growth and expansion Tioga is des-
tined to undergo in coming years 
can sometimes be met with resis-
tance. People do not want to see the 
place they have lived for so long 
steamrolled by corporations.
 As a sitting member of the Tioga 
City Council, Nesmith knows first-
hand the perspective of those balk-
ing at the prospect of so many new 
people and places of business com-
ing to the city. The Tioga busi-
ness owner, resident and munici-
pal leader said she thinks the traf-
fic headed for Tioga is a good thing 
but that the duty to preserve the 

city’s historical significance rests 
squarely on the shoulders of the lo-
cal government.
 “The city [has to] decide what 
they want,” Nesmith said. “They 
have got to put that in place so that 
when businesses come … the city 
has to say, ‘this is what we want, 
this is how the design is going to 
be.’ That’s what’s going to keep that 
[historic] feel.”
 Taylor Vargas is another small 
business owner that takes advan-
tage of downtown Tioga’s magne-
tism. Based out of Pilot Point, Var-
gas’ business, Grey’s Collections, 
offers painting classes and other 
artistry workshops. One of the 
places Vargas conducts her business 
is at The Hub of Tioga, an event cen-
ter on Gene Autry Boulevard.
 Patty Wheeler, owner of The Hub 
works together with Vargas to put 
on painting classes for adults plan-
ning a fun evening out as well as 
children’s classes where moms and 
dads can drop off their little ones 
for a few hours.
 Vargas moved to the area re-

cently, but it did not take her long 
to recognize downtown Tioga as a 
great place to hold classes. Vargas 
established a business relationship 
with Wheeler and ever since the two 
have been coming up with new ways 
for Grey’s Collections to get people 
painting in Tioga.
 “I mainly just deal here at The 
Hub,” Vargas said. “Patty … is try-
ing to bring more and more busi-
ness into the town. She ran into 
me at a Dollar General … she just 
brought up the idea of ‘hey, why 
don’t you come into my shop and set 
up classes.’”
 Nesmith and Vargas are just two 
of the small business owners to be 
found in downtown Tioga. Visitors 
that need a break from perusing 
the shops of Gene Autry can grab 
a bite to eat at one of several local 
staples in the area. Geno’s Pizzeria, 
Medina’s Mexican Restaurant and 
Clark’s Outpost among others are 
some local favorites.

City provides places to explore within area
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