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By Don Munsch
Assistant Editor
 Name the sport and 
you’ll often find a common 
trait among teams that go 
far in the playoffs: They 
got hot at the right time. 
 
 Aubrey volleyball coach 
Whitney Stout believes 
in this theory. And she 
also accepts another truth 
about the postseason.
 “Anything can happen 
in the playoffs,” she said.
 The Lady Chaps fin-
ished third in District 

11-4A (7-3) behind Sanger 
and Melissa, who tied 
for first and will play a 
tiebreaker, and head into 
the playoffs with a 26-
15 record. They play the 
second-seed in 12-4A, Dal-
las Lincoln, on Monday at 
Hebron High School with 
a time to be announced. 
Celina finished fourth in 
11-4A.
 “It looks like it may 
come down to a [coin] 
flip,” Stout said Wednes-
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Lady Cats win finale,
finish out of playoffs

Bearcats win regional cross country title
By Don Munsch
Assistant Editor
 Back to state – again.
 The Pilot Point boys and 
girls cross-country teams will 
return to the state meet this 
year after their showings at 
the regional meet Monday. The 
boys placed first, and the girls 
claimed third at Lynn Creek 
Park in Grand Prairie. 
 The state meet will be Nov. 
3 at Old Settlers Park in Round 
Rock.
 This will be the fifth consecu-
tive year at state for the girls 
team. For boys, this will be the 

fourth consecutive year to be in 
Round Rock.
 “I’m real excited,” Pilot Point   
coach Jeff Price said. “Obvious-
ly, that’s one of our goals that 
we set out at the start of sum-
mer, is for both groups to make 
state. So, to get both groups, the 
kids are really excited and I’m 
excited for them.” 
 Pilot Point boys finished 
with 67 points. Whitesboro was 
second with 91 points, Com-
merce placed third with 123 
points and Van Alstyne was 
fourth with 125 points. Top four 
teams head to state.

 Adam Men-
doza finished 
first overall in 
the boys event, 
w i th  a  t ime 
o f  1 5 : 3 0 . 3 4 . 
J u a n  G i r o n 
finished 14th 
wi th  a  t ime 
o f  1 6 : 5 6 . 2 8 , 
a n d  S e r g i o 
Portillo took 15th with a time 
of 17:05.45. Other Pilot Point 
finishers were Ubaldo Nandin, 
17, 17:15.75; Ethan Hite, 23, 
17:33.35; Ruben Calderon, 24, 
17:34.45; Jorge Ramirez, 27, 

17:37.68.
 “It’s always very exciting 
because state’s not guaranteed,” 
Mendoza said, adding it was 
“great accomplishment” for him 
and the team.
 On the girls side, Van Al-
styne finished first with 138 
points, while Mineola and Pilot 
Point both finished with 146 
points. [Pilot Point finished 
third because of a tiebreaker, 
Price said.] Ponder was fourth 
with 163 points.
 Brisa Hernandez finished 
sixth overall in the girls run 
with a time of 12:35.59. Other 

Pilot Point finishers were 
Claire Thompson, 34, 13:38.71; 
Lindsey True, 35, 13;41.62; Jes-
sica Zackery, 43, 13:54.44; Starr 
Fox, 54, 14:07.06; Madeline 
Mascari, 66, 14:22.26; Leticia 
Ascencio, 94, 15:00.29.
 “It’s a great accomplishment 
because we know that all of our 
practices paid off,” Hernandez 
said. 
 Mendoza and Hernandez 
said they think boys and girls 
can make the medal stand at 
state if they keep up their confi-

By Don Munsch
Assistant Editor

 Connor Lynch plays both ways for the Pilot Point foot-
ball team and said he likes the game because he likes 

to hit.
 In the future, he plans to turn his focus from 
hitting to healing as a general surgeon.
 Lynch, a junior, plays middle linebacker for 
the Bearcats and has roles as a tight end and 
fullback on the offensive side of the ball. But 
he has made the most significant difference at 
linebacker, leading the team in tackles with 69 
through eight games.
 “He started on offensive line as a freshman, 
and last year we moved him to tight end and this 

year, he’s playing tight end, linebacker and play-
ing a little bit of fullback on certain plays,” Pilot 

Point coach Danny David said. 
 David calls Lynch the quarterback of the defense.
 “Our whole defense is built around the middle line-
backer,” David said. “We try to play unselfish defense 
and everything kinds falls to linebacker to make tackles. 
He’s got to be able to run side to side and has to be a 
good tackler.”
 Lynch likes the linebacker position because those 
players can lead others.
 “You can go all over the field trying to make tackles 
and cover people, follow the fullback out [of the backfield] 
– pretty much do everything,” he said.

 The Bearcat offense doesn’t often use a tight end, but 
when it does, Lynch does “a great job blocking” and has 

caught a couple of passes this year, David said. 
 “You don’t always have to block; you can run out 
sometimes for a pass and get the ball sometimes; it’s better 

than always having to block,” Lynch said about the tight end 

Playoffs on the line

Continued on Page 6B Continued on Page 6B

By Don Munsch
Assistant Editor
 It’s down-the-stretch time for Pilot Point.
 With two games left in the District 4-3A 

D-I season, Pilot Point travels 
to Paradise on Friday before 
getting a bye next week 
and then facing Bowie 
Nov. 9 to end the season 
at Massey Stadium.

 The Bearcats are in a tie for 
second with Whitesboro; both two 
teams hold a 2-2 district record. 
Paradise and Bowie are tied for 
third with 1-2 district records. 
 “If we go in and win out, then 
we take care of ourselves, and we 
don’t have to worry about other 
people,” Pilot Point coach Danny 
David said.
 But the Bearcats have to get 
past Paradise, 4-3 overall, first. 
The Panthers had a bye last week. 
On offense, they are averaging 28 
points a game.
 “[Paradise is] going to be a 
challenge,” David said. “They’re 
going to be bigger than we are up-
front. They’re physical. They do a 
good job of what they’re trying to 
do. They run a double slot offense, 
plus motion, stuff like that.”
 Paradise plays on a grass field 
as Pilot Point does, and, chances 
are, this could be another muddy 

Bearcats reach make-or-break
stage in district race

Senior linebacker Connor Lynch
sets the plays for defense

By Don Munsch
Assistant Editor
 Aubrey left Bobcat 
Stadium on Oct. 19 with 

something 
as impor-
tant as a 
win: confi-
dence.

 The Chaparrals beat 
the Bobcats 41-13 in 
an important District 
3-4A D-II matchup. Au-
brey shares a 1-1 record 
with three other teams 
– Bridgeport, Iowa Park 
and Vernon – and has 
three games left to play. 
Graham is in first with a 
2-0 record. Aubrey plays 

Iowa Park on Friday at 
Chaparral Stadium.
 “[The win] definitely 
helps build confidence, 
with our players and 
coaching staff,” Aubrey 
coach Keith Ivy said. 
“Moving forward, that’s 
big with the last three 
district games against 
very good opponents.”
 He said a win is a win 
now, no matter the record 
of the opponent. The Bob-
cats came into Friday’s 
game with an 0-6 record.
 Iowa Park is a good 
football team, Ivy said, 
and the Hawks also have 
an identical overall record 

of 2-5. The Hawks will 
play hard, and the Chaps 
will have to match that, 
Ivy said. 
 “They’re a scrappy 
team, aggressive and 
athletic really across the 
board,” Ivy said.
 The Hawks like to run 
the spread offense behind 
quarterback Trent Green 
(6-1, 200), a dual threat 
signal-caller who is a 
“very good runner, ad-
equate passer,” Ivy said. 
Like Krum, the Hawks 
are big across the offen-
sive line, averaging about 

By Don Munsch
Assistant Editor
  Pilot Point didn’t 
make  the  vo l l eyba l l 
playoffs this year, but 
the Lady Cats ended the 
season on a winning note, 
beating Pottsboro at home 
Tuesday, 25-16, 15-25, 17-
25, 25-19, 15-13.
 The Lady Cats finished 
4-8 in District 9-3A in 
fifth place, 18-26 overall. 
The team lost a chance 
to enter the postseason 
when it dropped a home 
game Friday against 

Whitesboro.
 “Good at times, ugly 
at times, but they found 
a way to win, and I’m 
proud of them for that,” 
Pilot Point coach James 
Ramsey said about Tues-
day’s win.
 Although the season 
ended without a trip to 
the playoffs, Ramsey is 
optimistic for the volley-
ball program.
 “I saw a lot of improve-
ment from last year, and 

Continued on Page 4B

Lady Chaps’s hopes
high for playoff run

Continued on Page 5B

Win gives Chaparrals confidence for shot at playoff berth

Linebacker Connor Lynch is the quarterback of the defense.
Chance Kirby/Contributing photographer

Mendoza

Aubrey’s Kaia Saylor (24) put the ball over the net 
in the Lady Chaparrals match with Melissa 
Tuesday.                                    Courtesy photo/Aubrey ISD

A Krum defender brought down Aubrey’s Bryce Larson (25) in Friday’s game.
David Hausman/Contributing photographer

Continued on Page 6B
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FRIDAY NIGHT REPLAY

By Greg Pelzel
Contributing Writer
 Pilot Point faltered on a wet, 
muddy field at Massey Stadium 
on Oct. 19, losing to the Boyd 
Yellowjackets 20-14 despite 
having a shot to win late. 
 With the loss, the Bearcats 
fell to 5-3 overall and 2-2 in 
District 4-3A D-I play. Boyd 
remained undefeated in district 
with a 3-0 record. The Bearcats 
play at Paradise on Friday and 
then have a bye before ending 
the season at home against 
Bowie.
 The Bearcat offense strug-
gled with the slippery footing 
as they tried to get outside and 
used their speed and quickness 
against the large Boyd front. 
Boyd took advantage of long 
pass plays in blown coverage 
by the young Bearcat secondary 
and a straight-ahead rushing 

attack.
 “We didn’t make plays when 
we needed to,” Pilot Point coach 
Danny David said. “We had a 
couple of broken assignments 
in coverage. We didn’t tackle. 
Looking back at game tape, 
they really had about five big 
plays, but three of those big 
plays went for touchdowns.” 
 David said both teams had 
to play on the same wet field, 
but he said he thought his team 
had a little more trouble dealing 
with footing. And Pilot Point 
had more trouble throwing the 
ball.
 “They threw a couple of real-
ly good passes in the same field 
in the same conditions,” he said.  
 Boyd quarterback Kody Ris-
enhoover led the Boyd attack 
with 274 total yards of offense:   
164 yards passing and 110 
yards rushing.
 Pilot Point quarterback 
Jacob Pitts completed 9 of 15 

passes for 65 yards and rushed 
for 73 yards and one score. Ja-
vin “Bam” Bruce had 13 carries 
for 71 yards, and Gage Rider led 
the receivers with three catches 
for 34 yards. Pilot Point racked 
up 17 first downs to Boyd’s 
nine but failed to prevail on the 
scoreboard.
 Boyd struck first Friday. On 
Boyd’s first play from scrim-
mage, after Pilot Point failed to 
get a first down deep in Boyd 
territory, Risenhoover con-
nected with Jason King on an 
85-yard scoring strike as the 
Bearcats blew the coverage on 
the play. With 6:05 left in the 
first quarter. Boyd led 6-0.
 Pilot Point had taken the 
ball after the opening kickoff 
and moved down the field from 
its own 30-yard line to the Boyd 
26 before failing to convert a 
fourth-and-11 play as Pitts con-
nected with Bryson Griffin on a 
10-yard pass play, turning the 

ball over on downs at the Boyd 
15.
 Later, in the second quarter, 
after forcing a Boyd punt, Pilot 
Point took over at its own 26. 
Bruce then capped a 74-yard 
drive with a 7-yard run and Pi-
lot Point led 7-6 with 6:56 left in 
the second quarter after Sammy 
Giron’s extra point. 
 In the waning seconds of the 
second quarter, Boyd forced a 
Bearcat punt from inside the 
Pilot Point 10-yard line, setting 
Boyd up at the Pilot Point 37 
with 38 seconds left in the half. 
On the short drive, Risenhoover 
then found Brian Couture on a 
22-yard touchdown pass, split-
ting two Pilot Point defenders 
as time expired in the half. Ris-
enhoover then connected with 
Nick Taylor on the 2-point play, 
giving Boyd a 14-7 lead at half-
time.
 Boyd received the second 
half kickoff and immediately 

implemented a straight-ahead 
rushing attack with Risen-
hoover as he ran behind a 
strong offensive line. Risen-
hoover scored on a 28-yard 
touchdown run with 3:16 left 
in the third quarter. The extra 
point failed and Boyd led 20-7.
 In the fourth quarter the 
Bearcats started to gain mo-
mentum as they took the ball 
from their own 37-yard line and 
marched 63 yards for a Pitts 
1-yard touchdown run, making 
the score 20-14 with 2:16 left in 
the game. 
 Pilot Point’s defense held, 
and the Bearcats had one last 
shot at winning the game, start-
ing at its own 18-yard line with 
no timeouts left, but with 26 
seconds left in the game, Pitts’ 
pass was intercepted by Hayden 
Etter, securing the win for 
Boyd.
 Assistant Editor Don Munsch 
contributed to this report.

By Don Munsch
Assistant Editor
  The rain let up just in time 
for the Aubrey-Krum football 
game Friday night at Bobcat 
Stadium in Krum.
 T h e  r a i n  m i g h t  h a v e 
stopped, but the Aubrey offense 
didn’t pause for much of the 
game, and that offensive prow-
ess paid dividends in a 41-13 
victory, giving the Chaparrals 
their first District 3-4A D-II win 
of the season. The Bobcats fell 
to 0-7 overall and 0-2 in district.
 “That was awesome tonight,” 
Aubrey coach Keith Ivy said. 
“The kids came out and played 
with great effort and execution. 
It’s big win, and we needed it to 
get back into the district race.”
 Aubrey accumulated 466 
yards of offense, with the 
team rushing for 339 yards 
split among nine players. Jose 
Noyola led with 99 yards on 15 
carries.
 “The offensive line did a 
great job tonight of opening 
holes and backs ran really 
hard,” Ivy said. “That really set 
us up offensively to have the 
success we had, and defen-
sively, I can’t say enough about 
the way they played relentless 
tonight. Krum’s quarterback, 
he’s an exceptional athlete 
and player, and we were able 
to keep him in check for most 

of the night. Really, all three 
phases came up big tonight.” 
 The Chaps (2-5, 1-1) received 
the opening kickoff and went on 
a nine-play, 67-yard drive that 
ended with a Jackson Jennings 
3-yard run with 7:59 left in the 
first quarter. Aubrey led 7-0.
 On Krum’s first possession, 
Jennings ran back a punt to 
the Bobcat 10. Two plays later, 
Amos Perkins ran the ball in 
from the 4, giving the Chaps a 
14-0 lead with 4:37 remaining.
 Jennings would score from 
the 1-yard line on fourth down 
in the second quarter, putting 
Aubrey ahead 21-0 with 6:09 
left.
 The Bobcats got on the board 
with a Chance Sneed 8-yard run 
with 3:06 left – the touchdown 
was set up after the Bobcats 
recovered a muffed Aubrey punt 
– and Aubrey finished out the 
first half scoring with quarter-
back Jaxon Holder running 14 
yards for a TD with 50 seconds 
left. Aubrey 28-7 at the half.
 Noyola scored from 26 yards 
out and Luke Sciba added a 25-
yard TD run in the third quar-
ter for the Chaps’ second half 
scores. Sciba was the second-
leading rusher with 78 yards 
on seven carries. He also led in 
receiving yards with 49 on three 
catches. Holder was 7 of 7 pass-
ing for 127 yards on the night.

Boyd sloshes past Bearcats, 20-14

Chaparrals break
past Krum, 41-13

Aubrey’s Amos Perkins (10) picks up yardage against the Krum defense.

David Hausman/Contributing photographer

Micah Henson (54), Connor Lunch (45), Saul Gregorio (11) and Hud Morgan (75) slopped through the mud to bring down a Boyd ball carrier.
Chance Kirby/Contributing photographer
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Denton County’s Oldest Business.
New every week!

New every week.

Making a difference in your community

200 S. Hwy 377, Pilot Point
940-686-7000 • PointBank.com

corner of  Jefferson & Walcott
940-686-2274

www.calvarypilotpoint.com103 S. Jefferson Pilot Point • 686-2915
selzhenzler@cebridge.net

Jodi Zambrano, Branch Manager
Susan Hestand, Escrow Offi cer
500 S. Hwy 377, Pilot Point

686-4445

940-367-5404

www.stthomaspilotpoint.org

Good luck, Bearcats!

1217 N. Hwy 377 Pilot Point
940-686-2795

All Woods
Custom 
Cabinets

Backin’ the Cats!

940-365-3000
www.hlgpc.com

John Haughton
Attorney  and Mediator

A General Practice Law Firm

CHANDLER CABINETS
High Quality Custom Cabinets & Doors

 901 E. McDonald Tel: 940-686-5770
 Pilot Point, TX 76258 Fax: 940-686-2014

www.chandlercabinets.net

1590 US 377S  • Pilot Point • 940-686-2236
pilotpoint.stanleyautogroup.net

COMMERCIAL PLUMBING CONTRACTOR
1117 Foundation Dr.  • Pilot Point

Corner of Hwy 377 & FM 455
Pilot Point, TX • 940-686-6117

Buff’s Grill
Good food. Good friends. Good times.

Steaks, Burgers, Chicken, Catfi sh, Shrimp
Blackened, Grilled or Fried 

400 S. Hwy. 377 Pilot Point
940-686-4745

11 a.m.-9 p.m. Sun.-Thur.
11 a.m.-10 p.m. Fri.-Sat.

$5.00
DRINK & SIDE

Next Door to Massey Stadium
Game Day Special

Javon Bruce

Logan Whisenant

Max Hollar

Gage Rider

Kaleb Ratliff

Jabari Anderson

Victor Martinez

Connor Lynch

Jacob Pitts

 Michael Hargrave

Sammy Giron

Brandon Fangman

Javin Bruce

Colton Beathard

Diego Martinez

Walker David

Jay Cox

Saul Gregorio

Bryson Griffi n

Micah Henson

Caleb Holloway

NORTH TEXAS HARDWOODS

NTH
CUSTOM CABINETS

PILOT POINT, TX

940-686-5146

UPPERCUT GRANITE
940-765-3525
940-435-9283 1235 JC LANE

Pelzel 
Printing

111 E. Liberty  
Pilot Point 

940-686-0860

GREG PELZEL
940-4535443

Serving the area since 1952!

Behind you all
the way, 

Bearcats! 
Beat Paradise

Friday, Oct. 26 • There • 7:30 p.m.

1235 S Hwy 377 Suite B • Pilot Point • 940-686-2284

Jabob Morris Troy Tincher Enrique Colmenero Kolton Reid

Angel Garcia Hud Morgan Jacob Scott Zak Powell

Collin Haynes Drayden Lawson

It’s always a 
great day

to be a Bearcat!

10656 FM2931 • Pilot Point
 (940) 230-6512

www.texas-tulips.com
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By Don Munsch
Assistant Editor
 Close only counts in 
horseshoes and hand gre-

nades,  the 
old saying 
goes.
 S o ,  t h e 
Tioga Bull-
dogs  can ’ t 

take solace in losing 14-12 
to Era in a District 9-2A 
D-II opener Friday at 
Tioga Bulldog Stadium.
 The loss dropped Tioga 
to 0-7 overall and 0-1 in 
district play. With three 
games left, the Bulldogs 
still have a shot at the 
postseason. The first of 
those three tests will 
come Friday at Muenster, 
the defending 2A D-II 
state champion.
 The Bulldogs scored a 
go-ahead touchdown late 

in the game against Era, 
but it was called back be-
cause of a penalty, Tioga 
coach Cody Patton said. 
Tioga has lost all of its 
other games this year by 
double digits, so playing 
a close game and losing 
doubly hurts.
 “It was really a heart-
breaker for our kids,” 
Patton said. “They gave it 
everything they had. It’s 
just one of those things, 
just like life: Things don’t 
always turn out for you 
on the good side of things. 
For the most part, I just 
really hate it for them 
because they played their 
tails off. I was really 
proud of them, and they 
gave themselves a chance 
to win the game.”
 The team had some 
other breakdowns in the 

game, including some 
penalties. Kaleb Scott had 
a run for about 70 yards 
late in the fourth quar-
ter that got called back 
because of a holding pen-
alty.
 “Just stuff that kind of 
shot ourselves in the foot,” 
Patton said. “We definite-
ly had a chance to win the 
game.”
 Kyler Patton scored 
two rushing touchdowns 
for the Bulldogs. Patton 
led the team in tackles 
with 19. Scott and Mar-
shall Lease also were in 
double figures in tackles 
with 11. Scott led the 
team in rushing with 96 
yards on 19 carries.
 Patton said the team 
has had a couple of long-
term injuries that ended 
players’ seasons, but the 

Era game, following an off 
week, brought back some 
healthy players. 
 “If you go back at our 
other six games, we never 
had our full team; we had 
two to three [players] sit-
ting out,” Patton said. 
“And that makes a big dif-
ference because it kind of 
throws off your chemistry 
because you’re having to 
rely on backups and guys 
that are not normal start-
ers.”
 Muenster enters Fri-
day’s game having won its 
first two district games: 
53-6 over Cumby and 45-0 
over Campbell.  
 “Muenster is probably 
one of the best-coached 
teams in  Texas and 
they’ve got some really 
big strong kids and they 
play hard,” Patton said. 

“They’re going to swarm 
the football. They’re the 
defending state champs 
for a reason. They’re load-
ed with talent and they’re 
well-coached. I think the 
best thing I like about 
Muenster is the way they 
play – they’re all out, 
everyone to the football, 
blocking to the whistle, 
really getting after it.”
 The Hornets  have 
plenty of weapons on of-
fense and will spread out. 
At any time, they feature 
three or four receivers 
who can all catch the ball 
and get yards after the 
catch. 
 “It’s definitely a bal-
anced attack,” Patton 
said. “Your secondary 
guys can’t go to asleep 
because as soon as do, 
they’re going to hit one 

of those guys on a big 
pass or get a screen out 
to them. And then on the 
other end of it, you better 
stop their inside game 
with quarterback and 
running back.”
 Defensively, the Hor-
nets base out of both a 4-3 
and 3-4 scheme.
 “When you’ve got kids 
like they’ve got, you can 
make a lot of defenses 
look good,” Patton said.
 He said his team has 
to focus on itself and get 
better this week.
 

 
 
 

District 9-2A/DII
       Dist. Sea. PF  PA 
Muenster  2-0 6-1  260 113
Era   2-0 6-2  174 131
Tioga  0-1 0-7  31 286
Cumby  0-1 2-5  148 268
Campbell  0-2 0-6  22 193
Last week’s results: Era 14, 
Tioga12; Cumby, Campbell, Muen-
ster, byes. 

we’re proud of how we can build 
on this in the future,” Ramsey 
said.  
 On Tuesday, Pilot Point fell 
behind 9-3 in game one, prompt-
ing a timeout from Ramsey, and 
the team rallied to draw even at 
14. The team would take a 17-15 
lead after a kill from Kimberly 
Burns, and then went on an 8-1 
run to finish out the first game.
 Game two saw the Lady Cats 
fall behind by three points in the 
early stages, trailing 13-10 at 
one point. The Lady Cats were 
never able to get any real footing 
the rest of the way, as Pottsboro 
went on an 8-2 run to go up 21-
12 and then was able to put Pi-
lot Point away.
 As was the case in the first 
two games, the Lady Cats fell 
behind early – trailing 9-3 at one 
point – in game three and never 
came closer than four, 18-14, the 
rest of the way.
 But Pilot Point’s fortunes 
shifted in game four. A block by 
Paige Cox gave Pilot Point an 
early lead, 8-6, and a couple of 
kills from Shelby Malone put 
the Lady Cats on top, 11-8. Pi-
lot Point scored the next three 
points, capped off by a Kassy 
Gann kill, that forced a Lady 
Card timeout. The Lady Cats 
were able to hold on to at least a 
four-point the rest of the way.
 In game five, a 6-3 lead from 
Pilot Point became a 9-6 lead 
for the Lady Cats, and Pottsboro 
called time. The Lady Cards ral-
lied to take a 12-11 lead, putting 
the pressure on Pilot Point to 
respond.
 Cox scored on a tap, tying the 
game at 12, and the Lady Cats 
took advantage of Lady Card of-
fensive mistakes to reach game 
point, 14-12. After Pottsboro 
drew within one, Burns, a se-
nior, would finish out the game 
and match with the winning 
point to end her career and the 
Lady Cats season.
 “I’m really proud of how 

we finished the season,” an 
emotional Burns said after the 
game. “I’m really proud and 
can’t wait to see what they have 
in store for next year.”
 Malone was excited to win 
the last match. For next year, 
the team will have to replace 
front row players, she said. 
Burns, Gann and Tori Jones all 
graduate.
 “I really feel think that next 
year we’ll be able to build from 
this,” Malone said. 
 Malone led the team in kills 
with 15; Burns also had double 
figures in kills with 11. Brooke 
Lane led in digs with 24, and 
Malone was second in that cat-
egory with 18. Kassy Gann and 
Maiah Morris also had double 
figures in digs with 16 and 13, 
respectively. Malone led with 3 
aces and Kayli South led with 5 
blocks. 
  Ramsey had mixed views on 
the season.
 “We definitely had opportuni-
ties to be in the playoffs; I wish 
Tori could have been with us 
until the end,” Ramsey said.
  Jones broke her leg in a 
non-district game after district 
began. Her loss hurt the team, 
Ramsey said, and he wished she 
could have finished out her se-
nior year. South stepped in and 
did a good job, though, Ramsey 
said.
 “Overall, the kids continued 
to work hard until the end,” 
Ramsey said.
 He said the team next year 
will miss the graduating se-
niors, but he likes the nucleus 
he will have back from varsity 
for 2019 and those moving up 
from junior varsity.
 “You know, this year, these 
guys that are coming back 
have a lot of good experience,” 
Ramsey said.
  Rounding out the varsity ros-
ter from this year were, besides 
Malone, Cox, South, Morris and 
Lane, were Reese Edland, Rendy 
Garrett and Hope McNeese.

Narrow loss to Era energizes Bulldogs

Lady Cats finish
season with win
Continued from Page 1B

Carleigh House-
wright guarded 
Graci Grisso 
during an Au-
brey basketball 
practice Tuesday 
morning. 

David Lay, the new head coach of the Pilot Point girls basketball team, directed players 
in a drill during practice Monday. 

Time to get
out the
basketballs

Girls begin practicing 
for new season

With the volleyball season wind-
ing down, local high school girls 
are turning their attention to 
the upcoming basketball season. 
Pilot Point and Aubrey will open 
the season against each other on 
Nov. 6.

Pilot Point senior Kenedee Gist went through a re-
bounding drill Monday. 

Photos by 
Don Munsch/

The Post-Signal

The Aubrey Middle School eighth-grade B team completed 
its undefeated season with a three-game match against 
Melissa Monday afternoon in the Aubrey High School gym. 
Girls on the team who were part of the seventh-grade B 
team last year went undefeated throughout their middle 
school volleyball careers. 

Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal

Unbeaten again
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day about the game site 
and time. She said she did 
not know much about Lin-
coln, who finished 9-3 in 
district, but said she likes 
her team’s chances because 
of the district schedule Au-
brey played.
 “I feel pretty confident 
that you’re going to be 
hard-pressed in the first 
couple of rounds to find a 
better district with teams 

that were as tested as we 
are,” she said. “We played 
a lot of really good district 
matches, and from that, I 
feel pretty confident in our 
kids’ chances.”  
 Stout’s team lost its last 
game of the district season 
Tuesday at Melissa, 25-23, 
25-23, 25-21. 
 “I cannot fault our kids’ 
fight,” she said. 
 She said her team just 
didn’t capitalize on op-

portunities at crucial mo-
ments; plus, Melissa is a 
tough place to play. 
 “We were in every 
game, so you kind of go 
back to the drawing board 
and work on finishing 
a game and being more 
mentally tough,” she said. 
“I still think we’re kind of 
learning, and growing and 
recognizing we are good, 
and trying to figure out 
how to finish some close 

games.”
 She said her team 
has made some strides 
throughout the season, and 
“the positive thing is we’re 
still not where we can be 
and we’re still growing.” 
 As the playoffs begin 
next week, she said the 
team that gets hot will 
“have a chance to roll for 
a while.” Teams that were 
tested by their opponents 
during district can en-

hance their shot to be suc-
cessful in the postseason, 
she added. 
 Stout wants to see con-
sistency in the playoffs. 
The Lady Chaps are hun-
gry and know the season 
is not over and everyone 
starts over now, she said.
 “We are right there with 
everyone that we played 
all year long,” she said. 
“Even some games that we 
dropped, we’ve still been 
right there.”

250 pounds, and are physi-
cal. The Chaps will need 
to prevent big plays to be 
successful. 
 On defense, the Hawks 
run a 3-3 stack scheme 
and bring a lot of pressure 
each play. 
 “They’re going to bring 
guys and try to get you in 
negative plays,” Ivy said.
 Aubrey will need to 
vigilant about picking up 
the Iowa Park blitz and 
prevent negative plays.
 “Special-teams wise, 
we’re going to have to try 
to make some plays in that 
area,” Ivy said, adding 
that winning the turnover 
battle will be important as 
well.

District 3-4A/DII
       Dist. Sea. PF  PA 
Graham  2-0 4-3  247 219
Bridgeport  1-1 5-2  185 156
Iowa Park  1-1 2-5  159 173
Vernon  1-1 2-5  145 198
Aubrey  1-1 2-5  107 203
Krum  0-2 0-7    72 268
Last week’s results: Graham 35, 
Bridgeport 17; Iowa Park 28, Vernon 
14; Aubrey 41, Krum 13. 

Chaps
look to
build
on win

 

Continued from Page 1B

Lady Chaps enter playoffs at right time
Aubrey’s Morgan Place (10) and Rachael Housewright (12) block a shot by a Melissa player.                                Courtesy photo/Aubrey ISD
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dence and 
work hard.
 P r i c e 
s a i d  h e 
hopes both 
M e n d o z a 
a n d  H e r -
nandez can 
fight for top 
10 finishes.
 “ S o , 
we’re hoping maybe top 10, 
maybe top five – you never 
know after that,” Price 
said. 
 He said he has not 
looked at other regions 
to see where Pilot Point 
stands with others at state.
 “But hopefully, both 
teams have a chance to 
fight for a podium spot is 
what we’re hoping for,” he 
said. “It’s going to be really 
tough when you get down 
to state.”
 For seniors like Men-
doza, Giron and Zackery, 
they have been able to 
make the state meet all 

four years.
 “So that’s kind of a big 
deal and accomplishment 
for them,” Price said. “We 
don’t talk about it a lot – 
previous years – but it’s 
on our mind, and we talk 
about it after the season 
and after they’ve already 
accomplished it. That was 
really cool for those seniors 
to be able to run in it … for 
their fourth consecutive 
year.” 
 Runners  know the 
course in Round Rock, and 
they’ll be confident because 
of that, Price said.
 “We’ve got to continue 
to get better,” he said. 
“We’re going to make sure 
we PR [personal record] 
– run our best race of the 
year. We’ve been talking 
about peaking at the right 
time. I thought we ran re-
ally well [Monday], and 
hopefully we peak at state 
and hopefully that gives 
us a chance to get on the 
podium.”
  

District 4-3A/DI
       Dist. Sea. PF  PA 
Brock  3-0 6-1  201 107
Boyd  3-0 5-2  193 131
Pilot Point  2-2 5-3  213 128
Whitesboro  2-2 5-3  307 137
Paradise  1-2 4-3  195 180
Bowie  1-2 2-5  151 217
Ponder  0-4 2-6  140 263
Last week’s results: Brock 34, 
Whitesboro 29; Boyd 20, Pilot Point 
14; Bowie 63, Ponder 21; Paradise 
bye.

game for Pilot Point, David 
said. 
 “These fields are so 
saturated, it’s not going 
to take much water any-
more,” David said. “But it 
is what is: They’re going 
to be playing on the same 
surface we’re playing on, 

and that’s when you’ve re-
ally got to mentally lock in. 
It’s all going to come down 
to a lot like what Friday’s 
game did – whoever blocks 
and tackles best will win 
that game.”
 Defensively, the Pan-
thers bring some size up 
front, including Mitchell 
Sellers, an end who mea-

sures 6-6, 250. He also 
plays wideout and tight 
end for Paradise.
 Besides vying for a 
playoff spot, Paradise has 
something else in common 
with Pilot Point.
 “They’re fairly young, 
too,” David said. “They 
don’t have a ton of se-
niors.”

Proud Sponsor of the Bearcats
940-686-2218

Tri-County Medical Plaza, Hwy 377, South, Pilot Point

Axtell Pharmacy

Axtell'
s

         Spotlight
Players of    WEEK

PILOT POINT BEARCATS
TH

E
Senior split end Gage 
R ide r  caugh t  th ree 
passes for 34 yards in 
the Bearcats’ game with 
Boyd last week. He also 
had several key blocks 
during the game. “Gage 
continues to improve 
week after week,” head 
coach Danny David said. 

Brandon Fangman, a ju-
nior, once again graded 
out the highest among 
the Bearcats’ linemen 
following the Boyd game. 
He was responsible for 
several key blocks, head 
coach Danny David said. 
Fangman also saw time 
on the defensive line. 

and fullback positions.
 Lynch is the strongest player 
in the football program. He leads 
every strength test the team 
does, such as the bench press 
and squat, David said.

 D a v i d 
said Lynch is 
a quiet leader 
who leads by 
example. Lynch 
c o u l d  p l a y 
small college 
football some 
day, David said, 
but he will need 
to improve on 
his speed. 

 “He just needs to get a little 
bit faster,” David said. “I think 
he’s going to be plenty strong, 
though. I think if he’s got the 
will, then I think he could play 
small college football.”
 Lynch is on the baseball and 
bass fishing teams at the school. 
He wants to play football or 
baseball in college. So far, he has 
drawn interest from colleges for 
football. 
 To improve as the football 
season winds down, Lynch said, 
he could watch more film and 
read the scouting report more.
 “I’ve just got to keep trying 
hard,” he said.  
  

Bearcats need win to stay in hunt
Continued from Page 1B

Lynch sets
pace for
defense
Continued from Page 1B

Cross country 
teams headed 
to state meet
Continued from Page 1B

Friday night’s game at Massey Stadium was a muddy slog for Pilot Point quarterback Jacob Pitts (4) and 
the entire offense. 

Chance Kirby/Contributing photographer

Hernandez

Pilot Point linebacker Connor Lynch (45) came in to stop a runner in the 
Bearats 41-0 win over Ponder on Oct. 12.

Contributing photographer/Chance Kirby

Lynch
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